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K. OYSTER-TRADE OF NEW YORK CITY.
40. HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE OYSTER-TRADE OF NEW YORK OITY.

HISTORIC OYSTER-FIRMS.—Most of the New York oyster-firms are of long standing, and the same names
appear which are conspicuous in the oyster-annals of City Island and Staten Island, for these two localities have
supplied the most of them. Van Name, Houseman, Silsbee, Wright, Burbank, Boyle, Frazer, Woglom, Decker,
and others, are examples. Many of the gentlemen now conducting the business nnder these names only succeeded
their fathers and grandfathers, who established the trade they enjoy. The growth of the opportunities of business,

_however, has been very rapid, and has brought in many new men, conspicuous among whom are George H. Shaffer
& Co., of Fulton market. -

VAN KORTLANDT’S -TREASURE-TROVE.—When the sage Van Kortlandt, surnamed Oloffe the Dreamer, after

his dreadful shipwreck in the goblin-haunted whirlpools of Hell Gate, had brought the remnant of his command to
_land on the southern end of Mana-hata, an island which divided the bosom of the bay, his first anxiety was for

something to eat, for ¢ Van Kortlandt was a devout trencherman”. How lie fared we learn from the veritable history

of Diedrich chkerbocker : )

The stores which had been provided for the voyage by the good honsewives of Communipaw were nearly exhausted, but, in casting
his eyes about, the commodore beheld that the shore abounded with oysters. A great store of these was instantly collected ; a fire was
made at the foot of a tree; all hands fell to roasting and broiling and stewing and frying, and a sumptuous rvepast was soon set forth.
This is thought to be the origin of those civic feasts with which, to the present day, all our public affairs are celebrated, and in which the
oyster is ever sure to play an important part.

DuTcHE OYSTERMEN OF NEW AMSTERDAM.—A historical retrospect of the oyster-business in New York city
affords muny interesting facts. In 1621 it was recorded in a letter to the old country that “ very large oifters” were
so abundant at New Amsterdam, that they could not be sold. ¢ Oysters are very plenty in many places,” asserted
the traveler Von der Donk, in 1641." “Some of these are like the Colchester oysters, and.are fit to be eaten raw ;

. others are very large, wherein pearls are frequently found, but as they are of a brownish color they are not valuable.
The price for oysters is usually from eight to ten stivers per hundred.” The inference is, that every man could easily
gather for himself all he wanted. That a few years of this sort of thing greatly enhanced their value, however, is
shown by the fact that in 1658, the Dutch couneil, in making an ordinance against the cutting of sods in and about
the town, found it necessary also to enact a law forbidding ¢ all persons from eontinuing to dig or dredge any oyster-
shells on the Bast river or on the North river, between this city and the fresh water”. This ¢fresh water” was
the pond which is now occupied by the leather distriet of the city, of which Spruce street is the center.

The digging of shells was for the purpose of making into lime, and also for the purpose of paving the streets,
and in the course of dredging for them great quantities of living oysters were wasted. Pearl street received its
name because it was paved with oyster-shells, which the Dutch called ¢garlen”, and is the only street in the city,
Judge Daly tells me, that retains its original name, all the others having been changed by design or accident, during
the subsequent English occupancy. ,

In those early days the trading-place for oysters, as well as fish generally, was the “Strand”, near the market-
place. This was then an inlet which had been newly constructed into a graft or canal, where the sloops and canoes
bad a fairly good harbor and place to do pusiness. This old ¢ graft” is now the wealthy and speculative Broad
street. At least as late as 1675 Indians regularly brought oysters to sell at this place in their canoes.

. A little later, in 1671, Arnoldus Montanus speaks of ¢ oysters, some a foot long, containing pearls, but few of
a brown color”,

In 167980, Jaspar Dankers and Peter Slyter made a visit to the colony, and wrote an elaborate account of it,
under the title: Jowrnal of @ Voyage to New York. This has been republished by the Long Island Historical
Society, and contains a description which I should be sorry to omit in this connection, so vivid and warm is the sense
of homely hospitality it conveys. The passage to be quoted is the ensuing, and refers to their first landing in the
country : ’

‘We proceeded on to Gouancs [Gowanus, now in Brooklyn], a place so-called, where we arrived in the evening at one of the best
friends of Gerritt, named Symon * * * . Wefound a good fire, half way up the chimney, of clear oak and hickory, of which they made
not the least seruple of burning profusely. We let it penetrate us thoroughly., There had been already thrown upon it, to be roasted, a
pail full of Gouanes oysters, which are the best in the country. They are fully as good as those of England, and better than those we eat
at Falmouth. I had to try some of them raw. They are large and full, some of them not less than a foot Iong, and they grow sometimes
ten, twelve, and sixteen together, and are then like a piece of rock. Others are young and small. In consequence of the great quantities
of them, everybody keeps the shells for the purpose of burning them into lime. They pickle the oysters in small cagks and send them to
Barbadoes and the other islands. : :

This will recall the similar statement, in 1689, that pickled oysters were an established article of export from
Boston to the West Indies. A few years later we find Peter Kalm writing out a full account of this trade, quoted
further on.
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EARLY 1AWS.—The law of 17 15, quoted above, was the first legal enactment designed to protect the oyster-bedg
of the harbor, after the Dutch ordinance of 1658, heretofore quoted. It was instigated by the common people of
the city, to whom these mollusks afforded a very important means of subsistence, both for themselves and as an
article of sale to the well-to-do, for the classing of oysters among luxuries was the device of a far later day. The
law of 1715 was limited, in its effect, to five years. For ten years after freedom, which amounted to license, was
had for New Yorkers, and then came the protective law of 1730. In the colonial documents there is found a note
under the record of this law, which explains its necessity, as follows :

There was an act of this kind formerly past in this province, during the continuance whereof the Oysters encreased to that degree
that the City of New York was constantly supplyed in the proper season at easie rates, but since the expiration of it, the people being under
no restraint, the Banks are almost destroyed. To preserve what is left, and to procure an increase is the design of this Act, which will be
greatly to the advantage of this City, if it be duely observed.

~ That the theory of this preamble, if such it was, was not wrong, is shown by the testimony of Kalm, who wrote
in 1748. Referring to the great quantities of fish in New York harbor, Kalm says: '

Nor ought our vast plenty of Oysters to pass without particular Observation. In their Quality they are exceeded by those of no Country ]
whatsoever. People of all Ranks amongst us in general prefer them to any other Kind of Food. Noris any Thing wanting save a little
of the filings of copper to render them equally relishing even to an English Palate, with the best from Colchester. They continue good Eight
Months in the Year, and are for two Months longer the daily Food of our Poor. Their Beds are within view of the Town, and I am
informed that an Oysterman industrionsly employed may clear Eight or Ten shillings a Day. Some Gentlemen, a few Years ago, were at
the pains of computing the Value of the Shellfish to our Province in general. The Estimate was made with Judgment and Accuracy, and
their Computation amounted to Ten Thousand Pounds per Annum. Their Increase and Consumption are since very much enhanced, and
thus also their additional Value in Proportion. I confess it has often given me great Pleasure to reflect how many of my poor countrymen
are cornfortably supported by this Article, who without it could scarcely subsist, aud for that Reason beg to be excused for the length of

this Reflection on so humble a subject, tho’ it might justly be urged, to the honour of our Oysters, that considered in another View they
are serviceable both to our King and Country.

KALM ON ABUNDANCE OF OYSTERS IN 1748.—In another place Kalm returns to the subject in a way for which
we ought to be grateful, for information upon our theme is rarely to be had from the early writers. He says:

ABOUT New York they find innumerable quantities of excellent oyfters, and there are few places which have oyfters of fuch an
exquitite tafte, and of fo great a fize: they arve pickled and fent to the West Indies and other places; which is done in the following
manner: Agsoon as the oyfters are canght, their fhells are opened and the fifh wafhed clean; fome water is then poured into a pot, the
oyfters are put into it, and they muft boil for a while; the pot is then taken off from the fire again, the oyfters taken out and put upona
difh, till they are fomewhat dry; then you take fome mace, allfpice, black pepper and as much vinegar as you think is fufficient to give a
gourifh tafte. All this is mixed with half the liquor in which the oyfters were boiled, and put over the fire again. While you boil it,
great care is to be taken in feumming off the thick feum; at laft the whole piekle is poured into a glafs or earthen vesself, the oyfters
are put to it, and the veffel is well fbopped to keep out the air. In this manner oyfters will keep for years together, and may be sent to the
moft diftant parts of the world. ’

Trr merchants here buy up great quantities of oyfters about this time, pickle them in the above-mentioned manner, and fend them
to the Weft Indies: by which they frequently make a confiderable profit: for the oyfters, which coft them five fhillings of their currency,
they commonly fell for a piftols, or about fix times as much as they gave for them ; and fometimes they get even more: the oyfters which
are thus pickled have a very fine flavor. The following is another way of preserving oyfters: they are taken ount of the shells, fried with
butter, put into a glafs or earthen vefsel with the melted butter over them, fo that they are quite covered with it, and no air can get to
them. Oyfters prepared in this manner have likewife an agreeable taste, and are exported to the Weft Indies, and other parts.

OYSTERS are here reckoned very wholefome; some people affured us, that they had not felt the leaft inconvenience after eating a
confiderable quantity of them. Ttis likewife a common rule here, that oyfters are beft in thofe months which have an » in their name,
fuch as September, October, ete. ; but that they are not fo good in gther months ; however, there are poor peoples, who live all the year long
upon nothing but oyfters with bread. “

Tuw fea near Now York, affords annually tho greateft quantity of oyfters. They are found chiefly in a muddy ground, where they lie
in the flime, and are not fo frequent in a fandy bottom: a rocky and a ftony bottom is feldom found here. The oyfter-fhells are gathered
in great heaps, and burnt into lime, which by fome people is madé ufe of in building houfes, but is not reckoned fo good as that made of
limeftone. On our journey to New ¥ork, we faw high heaps of oyfter-fhells near the farm-houfes, upon the fea fhore; and about New York
we obferved the people had carried them upon the fields, which were fown with wheas. However, they were entire and not crufhed.

THE Indians, who inhabited the coaft before the arrival of the Luropeans, have made oyfters and other fhell fifh their chicf food; and
at prefent, whenoever they come to falt water, where oyfters are to be got, they are very active in catching them, and fell them in great
quantities to other Indians, who live higher up the country: for this reafon you fee immenfe numbers of oyfter and mufele fhells piled up
near fnch places, where you are certain that the Indians formerly built their huts. This eircumftance ought to make us cautions in
maintaining, that in all places on the fea fhore, or higher up in the country, where fuch heaps of fhells are to be met with, the latter
have lain there ever fince the time that thofe places were overflowed by the fea.

OYSTERS IN NEW YORK IN 1755-68.—An intelligent writer gives. a good article on fish and oysters, which
is found in The Independent Reflector, November 22, 1753, a few years after Kalm:

Tho’ we abound in no'one kind of fish sufficient for o staple, yet such is our happiness in this article, that not one of the colonies
affords a fish-market of such a plentiful variety as ours. Boston has none but sea-fish, and of those Philadelphia is entirely destitute,
being only furnished with the fish of a fresh-water river. New York is sufficiently supplied with both sorts. Nor ought our vast pleuty
of oysters to pass without particular observation; in their quality, ete.
~ Opysters were still sold from vessels at Broad street, though the ancient canal was gone, up nearly if not quite
to Revolutionary days, and perhaps later. In 1763 I find they are given as worth two shillings a bushel in New York,
clams at the same time selling for ninepence per hundred. The favorites were ¢ Blue Points” and “Sounds.” The
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most of them were eaten raw. A ‘“stew” was an expénsive luxury then, and the fancy styles of cooking in vogue
now hardly heard of. Most of the venders were colored men; and the only oyster eating-houses, little cellars under
the sidewalk, stalls in the markets—particularly the old Oatherme market—or a little movable stand on a wharf.

A PICTURE BY WASHINGTON IRVING.— Washington Irving, in his Knickerbocker's History v, deseribing a scene
in New York harbor in 1804, says that in the universal repose of the afternoon “the fleet of canoes at anchor
between Gibbet island and Gommumpaw slumbered on their rakes, and suffered the innocent oysters to lie for a
while unmolested in the soft mud of their native banks?.

Now YORK MARKET IN 182530 AND 1845.—Even as late as 1895~’30 the whole city supplied only custom
enough for one wholesale establishment, according to the information kindly given me by Mr. Thomas DeVoe, whose
historical knowledge in respect to New York city is widely known. Benjamin Story at that time kept a provision
store at No. 64 Barelay Street, and in the fall used to stow away in his cellar from two to five hundred bushels of
oysters, which he would sell during the winter to the few eating-stands.in Washington market or to grocers. Mr.
DeVoe told me that the report at that time was, that Story fed his stock and so kept them alive; but how often, or
with what pabulum, he could not say. Prices at that time, DeVoe remembered, were about two shillings and
sixpence to three shillings (30 to 87 cents) a bushel on the boats which came to the city wharves; but Story sold
his at from $1 to $1 25 a hundred in bad weather, when boats could not bring any.

In Watson’s Annals, 1845, I find the following paragraph:

Mr. Brower * * * remembered well when abundance of the largest Blue Point oysters could be bought opened fo your hand
for 2s, a hundred, such as would now [1846] bring three or four dollars.

NEw YORK MARKETS IN 1853.—In the spring of 1853 there appeared in the New York Herald a series of
articles on this trade in the metropolis, which bore the impress of aceuracy to a greater degree than is usual in such
communications. It asserted that then the oyster-trade might be called only thirty years old, yet that there were
a thousand vessels, of from 45 to 200 tons, engaged in winter in supplying the dealers in Oliver slip and other
depots with Virginia oysters. The value of these vessels, on an average, was $3,000 each. This statement must,
of course, have included all bringing southern oysters to any portion of New York bay, and, at best, seems
exaggerated. “The crew,” continues the account of these vessels, ‘“is composed generally of four hands and the
cook, and the monthly wages given to each person varies from $12 to $30 * * *, TUnlike the fishermen of
Fulton market, they do not own shares in the boats upon which they are employed.” ‘

The account continues:

The amount received for Virginia oysters, sold by the dealers in Oliver slip alone, is estimated at $250,000 a year. This, however, is
not more than one-third of the quantity disposed of in the vicinity of Catherine market ; for the space in the slip is so limited that the
Dusiness of the dealers is greatly retarded and cramped. In consequence of this the principal supply is furnished direct from the Loats to
the retail-dealers throughout the city. About $500,000 worth of all kinds of Virginia oysters are sold Dby the boats, which, added to the
sales of the dealers, make a total of three-quarters of a million of dollars. This is an immense amount of money, but it is not more than
one-eighth part of the value of all the oysters sold during the year in this city.*

During the months of December, January, February, and March about $500,000 worth are sold from the hoats at Coenties slip. There
are no scows or oyster-stands at this place, on account of the transient character of the trade there, and the dealers are consequently obliged
to sell them off the boats. There are some days when from 20 to 30 vessels are in docl together, and * * * the wharfis thronged with
wagons waiting to receive their loads, while the hands on the boats are straining every nerve to supply the incessant demands of
customers. The business of the day commences about six o’clock in the morning, and continues until four in the afternoon.

Of East river oysters alone about $500,000 worth is sold during the year in Oliver slip. The supply comes from Bridgeport, Norwallk,
Greenwich, Stamford, Darien, Sawpits, City island, and a few other places along the western ghore ; and from Northport, Oyster bay,
Lloyd’s harbor, Huntingdon, Cold Spring, and Cow bay on the southern side. The largest proportion come from City island, where there
arc extensive arfificial and natural beds, whigh farnish some of the best oysters obtained in the East river.

The reporter then mentions that of the 100 boats employed in carrying East river oysters to Oliver slip in
1853, 25 belonged to City island, where 100 families were supported by this industry. ¢“The whole amount of
property invested in the oyster-trade with this island,” he states, “including the boats of the oystermen and of the

dealers, the value of the beds, ete., is estimated at $1,000,000. And this is not more than one-third of the whole -

amount invested in the entire trade of the BEast river.” _

The same writer mentioned that the annual sales of a single dealer in East river stock amounted in 1852 to
$100,000; and complained that the conveniences offered by the city to the business at Oliver slip was very
madequafe, although a fee of $75 ayear was paid as scow-wharfage. He enumerated nine scows there then, valued
at about $4,000, total. These scows were 30 by 12 feet in dimensions, and would hold from 1,000 to 1,500 bushels
each. Out of these scows, he says, is sold yearly about $500,000 worth of oysters, exclusive of the mmount bought
from boats direct, which dealers estimate at $1,000,000. «“This estimate is demved from a calculation of the
number of boats arrivihg during each year, and their capaclty ”

At Washington market, according to the same chronicle, there were at this tlme twelve scows, having a total
value of about $15,000. They had not even the scanty wharf accommodations vouchsafed at Oliver slip, but lay
exposed so that they were knocked about by every high wind with great force, and damage was done which now

*Here, again, I should say the estimate was large—two or three times too high, at least.—E. L.

-
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and then amounted to total wreck, and always caused bitter complaints against the city. The total sales in angd
about Washington market were estimated at $3,000,000 annually, which, again, I must beg the reader to regard as
an overestimate. \

“Itis only within the last five or six years,” says this writer, “that the dealers commenced shipping in the
shell, and abt present a most extensive trade is carried on with Cincinnati, St. Louis, and several other western
cities. Before this they were sent in kegs hermetically sealed * * * agfar as California * * *, Picklyl
oysters are sent to every part of the United States by our dealers, and immense quantities are bought for shipment
by vessels.”

The recapitulation with which these newspaper reports closed is annexed:

Number of boats of all sizes (50 to 250 tons) in the Virginia oyster-trade..... e eeeeenensesesranans 1,000
In the Bast and North river trade .... .. et e e eee cmen wema e e s eenaeaen e meman aeannn . 200
In the Shrewsbury trade. . on oot e it cacmm core cacc e mmee san ;e mva—. aen e eans P 20
In the Blue Poiut and sound trade. ..o «emmee wammme o e e e e e e e an 100
In the York bay trade............... et amcach seames samane Sauesnnashmaas cetaat n e e tman aneammeaa 200

B AP 1,520
Sales of Virginia oysters, including those planted in Prinee’s bay..cucoe oot cooimin i e e e $3, 000, 000
East and North river oysters ...... emmetaneaeccaceeesenaas e tcmeeseaeareveeaanmanr s aans 1, 500, 000
Shrewshury 0Fsters ..ooan .o aecr ceeieeacen ccnaeecem i et e e i e 200, 000
Blue Point and Sound 0FSEerS «ceae o v cemaee e e it vavme mran bt ame e i e cacmnn amae s emo e 200, 000
50 o T QO 300, 000

Tt 8108 . e e e e me e et i e et me ceec st e meme aeeann m—— ——a e onan 5,200, 000

OYSTER PANICS IN 1839 AND 1855.—In 1839 a law was passed prohibiting the sale of oysters in New York
from May 1 to September 1. This law became a dead letter, but was about to be enforced by Mayor Henry Wood
in 1855, when the oystermen, alarmed, urged its modification, saying that when the law was framed little or no
transplanting was done; that transplanted oysters (from Virginia) did not spawn, and therefore were not harmfhn],
even if all milky oysters were to be regarded so, the correctness of which view several dealers denied with an
intelligence in advance of their hearers. The discussion waxed warm, and in the spring of 1856 the board of
health had hearings before them upon the matter, in which certain interesting facts came out. It was stated thas
there were nearly 800 persons in New York (no doubt including the whole tributary neighborhood) who at that
time imported oysters from Virginia, employing 200 vessels—a number much nearer the trath than the 1,000
vessels” of the Heralds story. All the summer oysters sold in the city were southern; all agreed they were
perfectly healthy. The counsel for the oystermen read a statement, in which lhe asserted that in Clinton market
alone oysters were sold as follows: 1853, $885,000; 1854, $914,000. ¢ Add other markets, and the trade involved
a yearly capital of over 5,000,000 in New York city.” ) .

DeVoe's Market Assistant contains the ensuing account of the notorious ¢ oyster riots ”:

An unusual excitement, or rather an ¢ oyster panic ”, oceurred in New York city in October, 1855, which prevailed against the use of
oysters as an article of food for several weelks. Several highly-esteemed citizens died very suddenly by cholera, which it was thought was
-occasioned by eating diseased oysters. Various canses were assigned for their poisonous quality ; sowe attributed it to drought; others,
that the oysters had been taken up during their spawning-time, and thus become diseased. The same complaint and fatal instances
existed at Baltimore, Alexandria, Georgetown, and other places.

Dr. James R. Chilton, a noted chemist, after making a chemical examination of them, says: ‘‘It is not an unusual circumstance thab
oysters and other shellfish, when eaten after having been kept long during the warm season, will produce serious illness resembling
cholera; but no such ill-effects would be likely to arise when they are received fresh from our waters.”

Several years ago oysters were seldom seen for sale in their general spawning-season; it was not only against the law, asib is now
[1863], but the people would not buy or have them in their possession.  An ordinance was passed in 1839 which reads as follows: ‘‘No
person shall bring into the city of New York, or have in his or her possession, in the said city, any oysters, between the first day of May

and the first day of September, in any year, under penalty of §5 for any quantity not exceeding one hundred, and the further penalty of §2
for every hundred.” :

FurroN AND CATHERINE MARKETS IN 1855.—This discussion brought out many special articles in the daily

press of the eity, which are now of historical interest and large credibility., The Tribune of June 24, 1855, contained
the following, in respect to Catherine market: : :

Next to fﬁhe meat-trade, & more extensive business is done in oysters and clams than in any other article of food in the market. The
stands, of which there are five, are situated at the southerly side of the street, occupying the entire front of the fish-market. Each dealer

sells on an average about $100 worth of all kinds overy day, making a total of $3,000 a week. - The fish are geierally sold out of the shell
and a large proportion are ecooked.

The account concludes with a table crediting Catherine market with yearly sales of oysters and clams of
$156,000 out of a total meat, fish, and produce business of $524,000. Another account in the Herald says $140,000
worth of mollusks were sold there in one year, four-fifths of which are oysters.
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In November, 1855, the Tribune ¢ wrote up” Fulton market, and described eight stands devoted to the sale of
shellfish, the total annual sales of which aggregated $200,000, of which about one-sixth was for clams, ete.

“The trade in oysters,” said this account, “is retail, and not more than one-tenth are sold in the shell. Some
shipments are made to Liverpool during the winter-season by the Cunard steamers; but the quantity disposed of
in this way is very limited, not exceeding eight barrels a month. There is only one company which exports oysters,
and they sent more than $20,000 worth last year to California. The same company pickled in one week 15,000,
As the oysters are not sold in the shell, a large number of persons are employed in opening them. This is a business
by itself, and the persons engaged in it are paid at the rate of about 50 cents a thousand. Some, who are well practiced
in the art, can open 3,000 in one day, but 2,500 is considered a good day’s work. Nearly all the oysters sold in this
market are obtained at Oliver slip, near Catherine market, which is the principal rendezvous of the oyster-boats.
No adequate conception can, however, be formed of the extent of the oyster-trade in this city from the business
done in the markets, for immense quantities are bought from the boats without ever passing through the hands of
the dealers.”

The number of retailers in the city, at this time, was placed at 5,000, all of whom would lose a large measure of
support if a prohibition of oyster-selling during the summer months were enforced. There was one feature, however,
of the trade heartily condemned, but unfortunately not extirpated. I refer to the ruffians who, in the most dirty
way, peddle oysters from an old wagon at one cent each. Their furniture consists of stentorian lungs, from which the
most ear-splitting cries disturb the peace of every street and the temper of all the denizens, a pail of nasty water, a
soda-water bottle of vinegar and another of a ferocious compound called pepper-sauce, and a box of salt, pepper, and
street-dust mixed. Buying and selling only the cheapest oysters in the dirtiest way, they offer many spoiled ones—
very likely to be productive of disease, and otherwise engender and minister to ill-health.

OYSTER-BOOTHS.—Only a grade higher are the fixed street stands for opening oysters to eat, of which a
clever description appeared some years ago in the New York Hvening Telegram, in the following language :

All along the [East] river front are places, rude huts, paralytic shanties, where oysters are sold at a penny apiece, You can stand
on the outside and fish them up from the shells that are passed through the window to a ledge, or you can go in and have a 10-cent stew
behind the red-hot stove. A man with a checked jumper on afitends you and juggles the porter bottles containing catsup in so artistic a
manner, that the thought of his being a base-ball player minus a position, will not be ““put out”. The frequenters of these al fresco

oyster-houses are longshoremen, truckmen, stevedores, sailors, and others of that ilk, and a very large bowl of oyster soup, not stew, can
be obtained for 5 cents.

MARKETS IN 1861.—TIt will be observed that in all these accounts the city markets are mentioned as the
wholesale depots for shellfish. It is only within the last twenty years that Broome street and West Tenth have
become the headquarters of oyster-dealings. When Lieutenant De Broca was here in 1861, he found that the “ two
most important markets for the wholesale trade in these mollusks are Catherine market, on the East river, and
auother at the foot of Spring street, on the Hudson river. As to the retail sales, they are made in all the markets
of the city indiscriminately, in the oyster-houses, and in markets intended especially for the sale of fish”. Then
follows a description of the ¢ floating-houses, econstructed on rafts”, which were the same then as now. Eleven
at Catherine market and twenty-three on the opposite side of the river are enumerated. He continues:

These floating-houses possess one great advantage, which is, that the oysters can be preserved in them alive for several days during
the winter-season, however low the temperature may be; and also in summer during the greatest heat, sinece the part under water is
always cool. The oysters, or clams, placed in baskets containing about a bushel, are stored in the cellar and attic of the oyster-boat. In
the room are placed only specimens of the different qualities for sale, from which samples purchasers make their choice. Here, oo, all
the packing which the necessities of the trade require is done.

Although there are always a great many oysters in these establishments, they never remain more than a few days, and arrangements
are made with the plantations for constant and regular supplies. The number of boats of all kinds employed by the merchants and the
planters of the bay, including those engaged in fishing for the oysters and clams, is estimated at 15,600,

PRICES IN THE PAST.—Prices of oysters in New York in the past, at least for half a century, do not seem to
have greatly differed from those at present, save that then, as now, periods of excessive storm or other unfortunate
contingency would produce a momentary scarcity, which would cause a sudden and temporary increase in price.

-Such a “famine” occurred in January, 1857. Quotations from files of newspapers, courteously opened to me Ly
Thomas F. DeVoe, since 1850, show that for all sorts and grades of oysters in general sale the price at wholesale -
ran from 35 cents (rarely so low) to $2 per hundred. The large majority of quotations gave “cullens” at 35 to 40
cents; “boxes” at 62% cents to $1, and “extras” at $1 25 to $2. An inferior grade to all, sometimes sold as
“bushels”, brought 50 cents. More recently (1876) the newspaper market reports give the following prices for
oysters in Fulton and Washington markets in midwinter:

Per 100.
Saddle-ROCKS . Jeen caeme cecmcercamsraecos aneennaaann e emmmee cem ammme e se meeemmeann $1 75 to $3 50
a8t RIVETS e v s tacvnse smcmmerome came emecas amaconenaceas tsamms smnmme mmmemn semmea meae e secman 100to 2 00
Bl POITbS - - - - o oo 4ms semcon ssasemmmaecemcemanacoe e aamcasamnem.mbmn ammmmnatemane 100t 150
Prinee’s BayS - ceveas acece saemmr cnserranenammamn sammne oo e tamas oo amanas nananaumees 100to 175
43 s 3 U S T 100to 175

These were all, however, grades above the average quality sold.
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DEMAND AND SUPPLY, PAST AND PRESENT.—The history of the great city’s progress in availing itself of
this important article of food has thus been sketched. From being the common food of the poor man, 8o plenteous
and vulgar that no feast ever saw its name upon the menu, the oyster became only a luxury for the well-to-do,
and the prime feature of holiday banquets. Recovering from the scarcity which had brought this change about, by
means of the artificial ealtivation of immense quantities, oysters a second time have become abundant as an article
of food, enjoyed alike by rich and poor. Those who live in the interior or abroad can hardly appreciate how
extensive is the demand and supply in the coast cities. “Oysters pickled, stewed, baked, roasted, fried, and
scalloped ; oysters made into soups, patties, and puddings; oysters with condiments and without condiments 3
oysters for breakfast, dinner, and supper; oysters without stint or limit, fresh as the pure air, and almost ag
abundant, are daily offered to the palates of the Manhattanese, and appreciated with all the gratitude which such a
bounty of nature ought to inspire.”

41, THE OYSTER-TRADE OF NEW YORK IN 1880.

LOCATION OF THE OYSTER-BUSINESS.—The oyster-business of the city of New York, as at present conducted,
is confined almost exclusively to two localities, the trades of which are to a certain extent distinet. One of these
centers is at the foot of Broome street, East river, and the other at the foot of West Tenth street, North river,
nearly opposite. The method of business at each is substantially the same, the difference consisting in the character
of the oysters handled. In addition to this, a few firms are engaged at wholesale in Fulton market, and three firms
near Washington market import oysters, opened, from the south, This includes all of the original wholesale and
shipping business in the city—and the statistics of it, though represented by large figurés, and though it took
much time to obtain them, are not complicated.

SCoWS AND BARGES.—AIl of the dealers on the Hast and North rivers occupy floating places of business
known as “scows”, ¢ oyster-boats”, or “barges”, being flat-bottomed boats, made with unusunal strength and of the
most durable materials, and which closely resemble the conventional “Noah’s Ark? of the toy-shops, and the Sunday
school picture-books, except that they have flat roofs.

The size of these scows varies, but fair dimensions are these:

Feet. Feet.
Length of hull..coeeiiiican i, 75 Height of first storyor deck ---vveeeeennen e ennn. 11
WIALD «o o e 24 Height of attic.....oou it iiiiiiirenanans 9
Depth of hold.ov.ceeo ittt e i, B

The deep hold, well-floored, serves as a cellar, cool in summer and warm in winter ; oysters will never freeze
there when the hatches are closed. Over the whole craft, flush with the outside, is built a house, two stories in
height, as I have indicated. The floor of the first story is the deck of the scow. This is the general business
apartment, and gives room for storage, the opening of oysters, and transaction of business. Above is a loft where
are stored barrels, baskets, and machinery. In the rear, usually—sometimes in the front end—is fitted up an
office. The daily capacity of such a barge is about 700 bushels.

These scows are securely moored, side by side, to the wharf, or rather to the water-wall of the city, and are
reached by broad swinging platforms, which allow them to rise and fall with the tide. A% the rear end, therefore,
they can always be closely approached by the sloops and boats which bring to their owners their stock. Such a
barge is worth from $1,500 to $4,000, and, with an annual overhauling and caulking, will last as long as a man ig
likely to need it. There are 30 of these barges, representing at present, a value of $75,000. To these barges
at the foot of Broome street come the oysters from Bast river and Long Island beds; also somewhat from Staten
Island and Virginia, but to a small extent compared with the west-side business in these two classes.

CHARACTER OF THE TRADE. -Three sorts of trade are carried on, as follows: 1. Some dealers are also planters
and sell their own oysters; 2. Dealers buy from planters and sell; 3. Dealers sell on commission.

The planting of oysters by the New York dealers is almost wholly by partnership methods, and the statistics of
the amounts they raise are credited to the totals at the point where the oysters are produced. New York furnishes
a large part of the capital which operates the beds in all parts of the neighborhood, from Keyport, New Jersey, to
Norwalk, Connecticut. It is very rave, however, that this planting is done in the capitalist’s name, and it would be
idle, and the cause of the greatest confusion, to try to ascertain to just what extent the score of oystermen in New
York produced native oysters, apart from the share which country capital had init. The arrangement between
the New York man of money and his rural partner is usually this: The former furnishes the needed money, the
latter does all the labor, and the cost of taking up and the profits are equally divided. The reason why the
capitalist’s name does not appear, which would redound to his eredit as an extensive operator, is, that the beds
are usually in Connecticut or in New J ersey, while he is a citizen of New York, and in both those states the
law forbids a non-inhabitant to plant oysters. The same law holds even in respect to towns, so that a man mush
live immediately at his beds it he intends to work them limself. But, of course, no legislation can forbid partnership

or borrowing money, or hiring out one’s services, even if the other party concerned be not a citizen of the state or
township,
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Under this system the country partner reports to the census what amount he raised and sold, saying nothing
about where his means came from—which is something the inquirer did not care to know. It only remains to ask
the city man the number of oysters that pass through his hands, without question as to what part of these were
raised out of his money—a question it would be almost, or quite, impossible for him to afiswer. Nor could he
tell what these cost him, since a part of the investment which has been made long ago, is known to have been lost,
a part remains ungathered on the beds—always an incalculable ‘quantity, for accident may destroy all of it—
and the harvest comes in by piece-meal., He cannot tell what these oysters have been worth precisely. He only-
knows, in & general way, whether his ventures in a certain place have been profitable or not.

A large proportion of the oysters handled by these New York firms, however, are bought from planters who
own beds on the Connecticut or Long Island shore, in Prince’s bay, Staten Island sound, or elsewhere. The owner
may load up his sloop and bring his crop to the city to dispose of to him who will pay best; or the dealer may
. send out his own sloops to the producing-grounds, and with his business-card painted all over the mainsail, cruise
about until he has bought a cargo at a satisfactory price. The more usual method, however, is to have it
understood beforehand that certain dealers will take all the oysters certain planters can raise. Often money is
advanced upon this understanding, or other help given, so that there is a closer business-relation than ordinary
between the buyers and the planters—an intimacy (and confusion in the matter of statistics) to which the
extensive partnership system lends itself.

The third method—of sales on commission—explains itself. It is not extensively followed, since the planters
do not have faith in it, and the dealers do not care to encourage it.

Some dealers are shippers wholly, others find their whole custom in the city and suburbs. The former require
less men and dispose of larger packages at each order; the latter require many trucks and delivery carts, though
most of their customers themselves come after their supplies. I believe the shipping trade is generally thought
more desirable.

EXTENT 0F NEW YORK OYSTER-TRADE IN 1880.—The procuring of statistics of the amount of oysters handled
in New York city was a matter of slow and painstaking inquiry. It was difficult, to begin with, to make the dealers
understand the full purport of my inquiries, even when, as too frequently occurred on the east side, there was no surly
indifference or active opposition to my investigations. Few of the oyster-dealers keep track of their sales, much
less of the amount, in bushels or by the thousand, of the stock which passes through their hands into the city retail-
trade, or out into the country. I desired to keep the northern distinct from the southern oysters, and here began
another difficulty, and so on. Tt is with an apologetic feeling, therefore, that I venture upon the publication of these
totals, which are founded only upon careful estimates of the annual transactions at the present time of each firm.
Round numbers had to be used everywhere, and the whole matter is an approximation. I believe, nevertheless,
although it falls far short of all previous estimates, that it is more nearly correct than any account of the
wholesale-trade ever ventured upon heretofore, since it is supported by inherent probability, and Ly comparison
with other statistics; for example, the reported total of the oysters produced at the beds which find their marlket at
New York. :

The quantities of oysters handled each year in the city of New York, then, are approximately stated in the
following figures:

Southern, in shell ............ et e emeesean amnnen eme e man. ammoee ceeanaatoanscann nun 1, 065, 000 bushels.
Northern (natives),in SHellevu. . oceee ccoeen comanecammors Soeonnsnenamnnesennnasancncecsravn- 1, 034, 000 bushels.
Opened, from the SOTEN . -« cee weenee ceoc cwan ccaetemacs coni cmes sammms senens mmsctemano nnens . 600,000 gallons.
By count, in shell, at 250 10 the DUShEl. cuveur e aiemrecraccs cratceaecrtasinn cmenraann mae 765, 000, 000
The selling value of these oysters may be estimated as—

OFf SOTUBHOTIL -« e e ceee o cmem ccan cocs st m mean smmmmn seee s omeme cmme cmas emacas sanmesensnnnnnnn $800, 000
OF 1O E I OTTN e o e e te e cae cce e cmcou mome e e e comnanenamneenasenseascmes acac aace asnsnaunveun mane 1, 6500, 000
OF OPEIEA u e aa een eean ceeecmmoe aaamccaemann vaan amas semmmmnan aam anne aaeeaase e e s an »458,'700

TOBA] - o e e e e e e ee e mmemt e mme man e eamamesame—e ammy memaneanans s muannnn aennn 2,758,700

SOENES AT THE BARGES.—The scene at the barges on both rivers, during the busy months of autumn and
winter, is a very lively one. The sloops, very trim craft, bringing oysters to be sold, will sometimes lie a dozen deep
‘opposite the barges, with plank walks across their decks from the outer ones to the shore. The captain and crew
attend to the getting up of the cargo out of the hold and putting it into baskets, sorting it at the same time. In
the case of Bast river and Staten Island oysters, they are sold by the hundred or the thousand, as & rule, and must
all be counted. An expert man will connt them accurately as fast as they can be carried ashore. Long Island
stock is generally sold by the “basket”, this measure holding somewhat less than a bushel; but some dealers
compel the sloops to measure by baskets furnished them, which hold a full bushel, or a trifle over. Iiven then no
great measure is given, for care is taken not to shake the contents down. Virginia oysters may be measured by
the basket, but are paid for by the cargo or fraction of a cargo, except where, as in the case of Staten Island
Dlanters, southern oysters, having laid a few months in Prince’s bay or the sound, are brought to the city to be sold.
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A newspaper account, written ten years ago, depicted the scene graphically, and it is still unchzynged:

‘When the wind changes, the fleet comes up the bay, and then there is a busy scene in the neighborhood off pier No. 54. The dock
and its approaches are covered with cartmen, wagons and horses, stevedores, and oyster-dealers. The vessels are fastened to the wharf
by means of strong hawsers, and the hatches are off fore and aft. In the hold are men filling baskets rapidly, and others stand on the
deck, rail, and pier-string, ready to pass themto the cart being loaded. -All is rush, bustle, and trade, tlavored with copious dashes of
profanity. In front of the scow-warchouses are men continually employed on these days, filling barrels with oysters and heading them
up. Inside of the scows dozens of men are opening, while others can them ready for transmission by rail to Canada, country hotels, and
restaurauts. Bub the city trade createsthe hurry visible on every side. All day long, until the cargoes, which are always bespoken, are
landed, the work goes on, and when they are discharged the vessels are sent away immediately for more.

POLICY OF THE DEALERS IN BUYING.—One dealer discoursed to me knowingly upon the best poliey of buying,
according to his long experience in the East river, as follows:
I sell only suberior stoclk, Which will average, all through, from $1 to $1 50 a basket. There are three sizes, “extras, ” ‘“box,” and

‘cullen”. Cullens sell for four to five dollars a thousand. 8ix months’ more growth makes boxes of them, numbering about 150 to the
basket, when they sell for seven or eight dollars. After that the growth is so slow that it requires eighteen months longer to make extras

_outof them, but they are then worth fifteen to twenty dollars a thousand ; the extras used to bring fifty dollars a thousand. This long:

waiting makes it more profitable to sell the two smaller grades, the most profit being in the best quality of box-oysters. All of the
foregoing refers to East river “‘plants”. In Rockaway oysters the dealer can make the most by selling them small, because the growth is
rapid. Seed need lie there only from four to six months, whereas the same seed would have to lie on an Fast river bed from $wo to three
years to attain the same size. Hence in Rockaway stock the dealer turns his money quickly. The prospects of business are good, because
a scarcity of oysters is coming, which will raise the price.

Another dealer, who sells only oysters of his own raising, writes:

In planting natural seed-oysters (4 ¢, natives) in northern waters, it is necessary that they lie at least three years to attain growth
sufficient to have them run, by count, one-third ‘‘box” and two-thirds ¢ culls”, We plant each spring and fall, and therefore make at
least eight plantings before the first crop of that series is taken up.

OYSTER-CARRIERS.—The carrying of oysters from the vessels into the barges affords employment to a distinet
class of men, known as “ carriers”. There are from 25 to 40 of these on each river. They do not work on salary,
but get 10 cents a thousand for the oysters carried, reckoning seven small and four large baskets to the thousand.
This seems very small wages, but I was assured that they averaged from $25 to $30 a week during half the year.
They are paid by the owners of the oysters sold.

OrENING OYSTERS.—The opening of oysters by the trade in New York city is not systematically carried on, as at
Providence, Fair Haven, and in the south, and scarcely any is done until after the holidays, all the trade previous to
that being in the shell. I doubt if more than 100 or 150 men are ever employed at once in the whole city in opening

“for the wholesale-trade. All the openers are men chiefly drawn from the ranks of longshoremen, and those who in

summer get their living as deck-hands on steamboats and by other marine occupations. The rate of pay is 10 cents
a thousand, at which rate about 83 a day is regularly made when work is plentiful, and even as high as $6 50 has
been earned on a spurt. The openers are ignorant men, and, with the carriers, form a much “harder? class than
those who are regnlarly employed to help about the barges, form the crews of the sloops, or do the work required
at the planting beds. The oysters opened are mainly “Virginias”, but also some “patives”—mainly from Staten
Island beds. These are kept separate, at least by the most reputable dealers, and are of various qualities and many
prices, ranging last year from 65 cents to $1 40 per gallon.

PICKLING AND PACKING.—Beyond the pickling of an inconsiderable quantity by various dealers, and nowhere
in a large way, I could not learn of any ¢ packing?” of ecooked oysters in New York. It has.been tried more than
once, I believe, but the competition of Baltimore and Norfolk, where the facilities of doing it cheaply are greater,
stands against success in New York. This competition is exercised, also, in the way of offering in this market
oysters which have been opened at Baltimore, Norfolk, Crisfield, or elsewhere in the Chesapeake district. This
trade, and its influence upon the general business of the north, has been fully discussed in the chapter upon Boston,
and need not be rediscussed here. ’ .

RECEIPTS OF OPENED OYSTERS.—There are two principal firmsin New York devoted to the importing of opened
oysters, and their combired receipts amounted to perhaps 500,000 gallons during the winter of 1879-°80. A large
portion of this amount, however, was consigned through to points in New England, chiefly to the city of Boston. My
memoranda from these dealers give an estimate of 335,000 gallons as the consumption of the city and its suburbs,
much of which was re-exported by express to the interior towns of New York and western New En gland. The prices
of these oysters were as follows in the spring of 1880: Standard, 55 to 65 cents ; medium, 80 to 90 cents; select, $1 25.

The proportion in which they were sold was, five gallons of the “standards” to ten of “mediums?, and ten of

“standards” to one of “‘selects”. Perhaps, then, an average price of 80 cents would produce a fair result in dollars,
in estimating the value of the receipts, which would thus amount to about $268,000. This trade is increasing, and
gives better satisfaction in general in New York than in Boston, both because the stock itself seems generally of
better quality, and because the shorter distance and superior accommodations in transit bring the oysters here in
better condition. The reshipments are very widely scattered through the country, especially northward. Ocea-
sionally, however, orders come from the distant west. In February of 1879, for example, G. E. Maltby & Co. filled
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an order from Prescott, Arizona, which deserves notice. A man desired some of their c¢hoice bivalves for the
entertainment of his friends. 'When they got the order, and learned how much the expressage would cost, they
hesitated. In answer to their telegram of inquiry, they were told to send them along. There were twelve gallons
sent. It took them fourteen days to reach their destination. The expressage came to $96 25. The telegrams cost
some $30. The oysters reached their destination without delay, and in excellent condition. Opened oysters have
also been sent to Great Britain, and gave good satisfaction there. Long transportation, without harm, has been
made possible by various improved and patented contrivances for refrigeration, in the shape of barrels, cans, and
smaller packages.

THE RETAIL OYSTER-TRADE.—An attempt to ascertain some of the statistics of the retail-trade in oysters—the
eating-saloon business—proved very unsatisfactory. I got the names of about 260 oyster-houses, and dispatched to
each a circular asking the kinds and amount of oysters, clams, and scallops used, number of persons employed,

wages paid, and capital invested. Of these 250 circulars, only about one-tenth came back, and these, I believe, did

not represent an average of the whole, since few or none of the establishments of large size reported themselves,
and in many cases the questions seem to have been misunderstood.

In general, it may besaid that in the cooking of oysters the southern kinds are used, becanse these are cheapest,
a special price being charged for a “stew?” of northern oysters. TForfried oysters, on the other hand, which require
to be of larger size to make a show, the “hox” size is used, and these are generally “Sound” or ¢ Iast River” oysters.
Oysters sold to be eaten raw may be anything and everything of respectable size; but the old brand names,
“Saddle-Rock,” “Shrewsbury,” “Sound?” ¢“Blue Point,” “Keyport,” ete., the popularity of which was won long ago,
are still attached. I suppose, for example, that twenty times as many ¢ Shrewsbury” oysters are sold every season
in New York as are raised each year in that river.

The largest oyster-saloons have always been in Fulton market, and have a world-wide reputation. Now they
are 8o -well rivaled by up-town establishments, that much of their prestige has disappeared.

As to how many persons are concerned in the retail oyster-business of the city, only a mere guess is possible,
sinee a very large proportion of them are temporarily engaged, or have their business so inextricably mixed with
the liquor-trade, or the business of selling fish and general provisions, that it is out of the question to define it
separately with any exactness. Twenty-five years ago, when the “oyster-riots” attracted attention to the matter,
the number of persons supported by the restaurant-trade in oysters was estimated at 5,000. Whether it is not
double that at this time it is impossible to say ; but I consider it safe to say that 5,000 families, at least, find their
chief or exclusive support in-selling or preparing the mollusks for immediate consumption in the metropolis and
its closely adjacent cities.

The wages vary immensely, depending on employer, sex, age and capacity of the employed, amount of working- .
time, kind of work, ete. 'Women receive from three to six dollars per week; boys and men from four to twenty
dollars. A correct average is almost impossible, and a total approximate summation of the wages paid out in the
course of a year in the retail-trade is impossible.  Of course this information might be accumulated, but the time
allowed by the Superintendent of Census for this investigation, did not admit of such study of the retail-trade
as would have been necessary in order to estimate its total values.

THE OYSTER-FLERT Or 1879.—The following is a list of vessels engaged in the oyster-business in 1879, and
hailing from the custom-house of New York:

UNDER TWENTY TONS.

Name. . Tons. Name. ‘ Tons. Name. Tons.
ATTOW oo 7.2 CUPId e ee e e e e 14.87 Edgar Barnard ..veeceeeceomeeaanan 16. 42
Ansley Bedell ... .o .o....... 7.13  Continental.....ococreevncuecn ann- 7.68 Ebbd cocoeiiiiieeeiiieiiaae s 10.69
Ally oo - 7.32  Catharine W. Burbank-........ ... 16.82 Elizabeth Rowe...ceuecevoecvmcees 7,13
Adelaide ... ... 1129  Celia Ward .cee veeaeceaneene acmaemee 6.37  Eupheunia ccceeecvees cnvanr ana ... 18.39
ANCO tmeee e 574  CaAITIB e aeceaceoeeiocce e ceeae 7.58 EmMMa-.uovuuemmrecmmaeaeoaesaann. 5.49
Alarm ..o oo lileeeeein 5,74 Cyrus F. Pell cooviviimmnninnannnn 15.87 - Eliza Snedker .oeeovveeuecanccaenae 5,90
Alonzo E. Smith ......o........... 18,98  Daniel E. Eghert vac e vavees caennn 17.96  Eliza Rhodes -cncmurveiveinannnn 13.35
AMity oo 7.47  David Crowell - oovveuuvmnn canamnanen 12,43 Bdnf....eececiiiaccnaacriaacaaeee 7,00
Alert oo e e 15.87 D.Bemnett. e oveoeeoceeeieecnnwea 12,42  Elizaand J@ne ..................... 9.08
Am. L. Barmnes. .o covcecamecnenneana. 15,20 D. JolNe e vencencaccamaae e 13,18  FUrsb coecieieniiemeeciccinnaennn 19.89
Amice-...............o...c.o.... 7.50 Delphinia ..oe... e 11.66 TFannie Scofield ... ocmvmmrceerananne 7.07

X 9.12  Dolphill cevernmienns O 628 PAWL onmonnrenscnenammmrsmnnennn 10,13

5,11 Elizabeth J. Wright. ... ............ 19,19 Tlaunb woeeorieiieaiie e cei e anee 5.39

Barnet Jones .o .iciuaneen e nunn. 18,00  BXPIOSS «onccmacee e amaencm e 7.32  Fear Not 5,57
Blanche «..oo ool 18.95 Ella FlBCCOT <o nnrceue e eeeenanna 13,23 Flag -.... . TR
Bolle oot e e e 7.90 E.C.Page........- e eemarene P 8.07 Trank Hopkins ..... [P - A £
Barmer ... . ....iooioiii.. 1054 EmmOgene ....o..o..cooeicecemanen 11.86  Favorite.....o..cieicicmaoninnaan 8.89
Blue Roek. ... .oooiieicinaaann 10.00  Blla Wesley - v eeneiamencncanen- "12.41  Flying Cloud weerecncicvamane caneee 9.48
Cornelius Cole .oc.oooeoiiiouoe. 10,79 E. R. V. Wright.oeoriiiiaaiaanan. 10.64 TFannie Fern .....c..ccvuomwuoweeaen 5,79
Crystal Fountain .................. 810  Edith Thurber - cvcececcrs ceecaann 9.09 Georgiand...ceeerenenamescanmanan- 19. 07
B. B Alger ot e 19041 EMIMA . e e e e 7.58- George B. Wood -_. .o ciienianans 7.28
CharlesWall...coouiiciuncnnnann. 8,79 Emily Robbin ;. 15,54  GOeOIZIAN® ..oveieeiiaiinenene i 5.11

-9 0 : '
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Name. Tons.
General Taylor. e eeen ccenevacaas 9.84
General Putman .oc.ovveceiiiinnnn. 11. 60
Golden RUIe woveveeemee camcee wemman 6.40
George D. Allen.ceees cevnnuvnannnnn 15. 81
George F. ROGEIS «ouemoeiooenauns 11.92
George P. Putman «...ceueovveeaaa. 8.37
Howard Harrison ...oee-cee oo 11.48
Helena . oo caecm i cca e 11.90
Henry Miller ....covcunvniaiiinnae. 9.52
Harmon Sierses .o.ovoceeeceeeen-oa. 12,96
5 5% o B N 13.15
Hickory Bud..ovoscoumunanaanannn. 9.81
5 £0) T 7.93
Harriet Elizabeth.eeeee coemnn connan 11.08
Henry Clay «eecen covcmeiaaiei . 10.02
Hattie Jenks «oooovociniocnee cannnn 10. 68
Tzaak Walton.. .. cooceeivmnneana . 11.85
TSOTQ e e ecaeacc e vmne amaan e 7.36
TAleWIld vomee cecme cae e e neen 15.45
Imogene . -.cocenu e e eeeaeas 14.39
TmpPerias coeeveeccneacnennn POV s 19.25
James H, Larkin.................. 10.24
James Campbell ... o .eeaeeo.... 8.20
John P. Evans. ..o veceee cemnnnnnn. 12.63
Jacob A. ApPly.ceeviceir e 5.70
John Florence ... eeeeevveceneaoo.. 7.79
John Manning ..... P 13. 42
Janie Baker -oooeeenuiiiiiiiten, 6,04
Josephine ........ooo..coooi.l.L 10. 07
James B, Polk..o.nenonnvuencanan.. 6.43
JoWo0d et e e 13.70
Josepl Franeis. ... cooceivanannn.... 15. 64
James Henry co.eveeameaueans connu. 5,22
Jennie C, Benedict.vernnneuononn... 10. 05
John Wright ... ... ..., 13.04
John T, Capman «.....oooeeeae .. 10.21
Jennie ...« oooiiiiiiiiieiiee... B.75
Jane and Blizabeth _......_........ 11.89

Name, Tons.
Joshua Lerines - -.c.oooeovenaen... . 80.97
Cornelius C. JORes cueeeeeeenoen ... 20. 36
Elizabeth Ann ... ... ... ........ 22.26
AgDes .ot aaan, 49,86
Harriet Dart- o ocveeeeseneocen annn.. 21.13
Mamie Higging veeees . oeoee oo . 77.49

Name. Tons.
Jennie MceFarland cneeceeevcmecnans 9.10
John J. Moffott caveme caccaecacnnnn. 6.20
Katbie -cee ceoe ce e iacame mmmamanecne 16. 85
Katie Wood «aceeceicaeamienaaaun. 12,95
Kate Wade cceeen e i ccaannns 10.15
Batie o cene ecaeceacen caamenanann- 12.08
Katy Didecee ceeimiceriamcecuaaacns 10. 00
Leader ceccaeceniiieas e cmacvenaeaae 13,22
Lottic BIwood «cecvacsccecccnaann 14.84
Laurs Frances cococ.ceeeccacnnncan- 7.46
LOUIBA meencaacar comcne cmamae caeae 7.36
| 5 LN 9.11
Lewis Weakes cveeeoeeeoacaeaaaan. 7.14
LEONA - e aicae caacaeaeaaa e 9. 04
L. J. Dayton.ceaeeeo-n- e e aaan 12,07
Little Kate «ucucnieaaaoaaaeaaaan. 6.22
Lydia Van Name. .. ccooveaamn s s 12.37
LizziePearl.. ... oocceoioiilinan. 6.21
Moonlight . covrvammar ceaia e 11.80
Minor «oc. o i 8.35
Millard F'. HouSman --c-e. ccceea-.. 11.94
Marietba oae ceceee i eeemn et 11.64
Minnie Van Name.ccceaccen vncan- .. 16. 08
Mary Elizabeth .. .oou oo coiis 13.99
May Flower .......... femmm e 7.35
Minnie and Irwin eeeeee ccmeanonn... 14.13
MUSIC c oo e cmee cea e nanan 7.42
Mermetora...c.c.... temee mmeemne- 9,48
May Elizabeth.....ocoocooioioaooo. 5,45
Nellie Frank. o ocooevemenr iiiecnnnnn 8,66
Nellie C. Powell . ooovomecaaan.s 19.01
Only Daunghter. ... coccuameceanna. 5.90
Paragon . oeeeecomn caaiccaaacaaaea, 16.18
Pacific . ccomr it i rmaeanas 19.11
Pride of the Wave .oeeee coceeenon.. 10. 05
Peruviall - cvcuec e iiiee e inaa. 13.96
Peerless meveme aicin e cnem e 5.79

VESSELS OVER TWENTY TONS.

Name. Tons.
Harriet M. Laskey - ceocvcecee vaeann 22,14
Elizabeth Jones .o cecooecamnn. un. 22.44
Christiona . voneer coemen e e caeas 39.94
Josie RECVeS . ceun ccemnee cvmmmsnnas 45.35
Sylvan Glen .cocaveeieone vanennes 21. 65
Van Rensselear «oee ceeecomeeeacenn. R22.41

Name. Tons.
Plymouth Roek ...... amveae e caas 11.37
Robert H. Coles.menen veun o iiicn. 10.33
Syble: oooooooo.. S 7,64
Sempronia e caeeaciiiial connann. 16.74
Sarah M. ROGeIS «euvencamennnnn ouun 6.03
Samuel P. Billar ceee comee coeennn.. 16, 59
Sarah E. Miller -. .. voeeceenaaoo.. 8.95
Stellay ceoevmaccsann bee mmcmcaceamaae 19.22
Sidney Dorlon ceeemeeeieniiecaae. 832
TeaAZOT «cie e e e ier s 14. 20
Three Brothers .oceeeecceeeeean, .. 6,23
THIle e e i e e i 7.92
Thomas Colling --uuecemn coneonnnn. 13.50
Thomas C. Barnes.. .cee vevvee veun. 9,13
TWO Bli868 cocuceancmar camans sacnen 6. 47
Trimmer e cees i e e e 9,78
Two Brothers..ooc.avcccieunnn.. 6,30
Uneas c oo e e e e 10. 27
Undine cevecumeoncm: ceeeeee e 10.01
17 6.92
Vietorine ..o oo viiom il 11,397
Viola May ceven oceaee e e 13.52
Wm, H. Hogt.ceoe iiccee ceacae o 10, 52
Willie oo ace e ciaee oo, 16.60

C Willow Bark . cov veeeen mce caai e ans 1136
Walter 8. Lamance - oo eces cennvun. 16. 238
Wm. H. Shamott «ocw covveenencnnn 5. 45
‘W, I. Lissenden ..o.......... eeew 1B
W, M. Negus.oeomeeieee viaece meas 1L, 68
Wi, Hillman ccve cocn caons veen e 15, 05
Wm. H. Merseat ceue e ene e canan. 11,16
Wm. H. Phillips ceceeeinmmanannnnn. 10. 04
‘Wm. Chard...... e e 9,91
Willard <o i ieaee e 10,85
Water LAY cace ceie caeneaceeacwe. 16.925
WaVe ceccee ccecca e e e anae 15,17
Well Spring .eeeeeoicoiiianiaaan. 11,12

Name. Tons,
Captain .oweensciiim e ciiei e 22.80
Last One «ccocn e veeies ceeceen 20.07
Gustavus A, Ratz coce cevevncnnnnnns 22,41
Sophia Van Name..... R 20. 62
Caroline Augusta vovevncveecinnnans 2L.92

and some other inconveniences. The customs-authorities have now decided that oystering is not fishing within the
meaning of the law, and vessels engaged in this trade no longer take out a license. Each license was good for one
year, and cost 45 cents, thus yielding to the New York custom last year $82 80. Even if chartered for a single
voyage a license was required. It is evident to me, however, that either the list is defective or vessels went without
licenses, since I have a note of many additional schooners which ran to Virginia, among them the following :

Name. Tons.
H oW, RO i une oo, 80. 40
Jacob L Housman.. ... ........... 80.26
Robert Center wcmewnoee oo .. 68, 41
Minnde 8611 .ooooiiiaes o 58.13
Mary Parker...ceeeaeoceocueunen.. 34.32
Ameliay «ovniees L 71. 41
Sophia Behrmann ..............._.. 49,43

Name, K ’ Tons.
Exeel cees i et e e 40.52
Harry Doremus voce ceeeee cooaanon.. 48.23
Wm. H. Van Name....c..ceeae oo 97.04
David Carll oo oo, 124.95
Wm. Mazyick «oocoomiminman o 75. 62
W MCGEO taeaeenannne ceaen sarans 85.99

‘Also the steam-propeller Minnie and Irvin.

The jurisdiction of New York extends southward to Port J olinson, New Jersey; eastward to Patchogue,bon the
south shore of Long Island, and to Sag Harbor on the north side; and northward to Troy and Albany. In this large

area a very much larger number of sloop

or aceustomed to bring cargoes of oysters to market.
Tur EUROPEAN EXPORT-TRADE.—For many years the captains and passengers of steamers sailing from New

Name. Tona.

. Wm, Young «oeevevecemeciinieienn 67.81
R, Mason «oo o vneeciiiecceacen s 50. 98
Barnett Jones..ccnecacee cacae nnna 92,91
Mary Emma coe i ceecaercaaceconen 74,39
S, B. BaTNes « e vcmons cmmnecmenn 44.12
Sidney Dorlon «ovce.cacacs cacmacnnna- 36,03

§ than 177 are used in oyster-operations, but only so many are permitted




THE OYSTER-INDUSTRY. | 131

York to Liverpool have been accustomed to take with them a barrel or two of oysters in the shell, to be eaten on the
voyage. Passengers did the same, and occasionally an American living in England would have them sent over to him
as a treat. In 1861, Lieutenant De Broca succeeded in shipping safely a large consignment, by way of England, to
the French Acclimatization Society in Paris. With these facts as a gniding suggestion, about ten years ago Mr.
George H. Shaffer, of Fulton market, New York, requested an intelligent friend of his, who was going to England
upon business, to try to introduce American oysters into the English market, and sent over a dozen barrels as an
experiment. They retained their freshness, were landed in good condition, and speedily sold. The agent telegraphed
Mr. Shaffer to forward g larger consignment, which also was sold advantageously, and a regular trade was
established. Mr. Shaffer, however, enjoyed a monopoly of it, and the large profits, which at first acerued, only a
short time, for his competitors were wide awake, and also began shipping to Europe, so that almost at a bound the
exportation of oysters reached its full strength as a profitable business—that is, about as many were sent as there
are now—all the foreign markets will bear.

The kind of oyster required for export is such as has not found favor in this country, where the ¢ Saddle-Rock”
and ¢ Shrewsbury ” are lauded above all others. The native European bivalve is small, rarely exceeding the size of
a silver dollar, and is more popular than the American oyster. The English, with whom most of our trade is
conducted, do not consider anything larger good to eat, and therefore we were obliged to accommodate this taste
or prejudice, if we wanted to find ready sale. The oysters sent abroad, therefore, are all single (since they are to
be eaten on the half-shell, and not cooked), small, and round ; they are selected from the ¢ cullens” or smallest of the
three classes into which our oysters are usually assorted, and have received the trade appellation of ¢ London
stock ”, .

It is a much more fortunate thing for nus that the foreign taste is for small oysters than for large ones, since,
hitherto, there has been a slow market and cheap price for cullens, which now find a ready sale, if clean and of
good shape. It enables a man to turn his money quickly by selling his stock before it has lain more than a year
in the water, and also to avoid the ever-present hazard of total loss by some storm or other of the many accidents
to which oyster-beds are always subject. On the other hand, I have heard many persons complain, with some justice,
that the export-business had been decidedly harmful to the general interests of the oyster-trade, because it took
away from the beds great quantities of young, which had not yet had time to spawn, as they would do if allowed
to remain enough longer to make them of sufficient size for the home trade. This was cutting off not only the
present, but the future of the oyster-beds which supplied London stock ; and, as the harm to one bed was indirectly
harm to all its neighbors, the general good of the planters was imperiled.

‘While this argument, which may be condensed into the ancient simile of killing the goose that lays the golden
egg, is perhaps good for limited areas drawn upon with extraordinary persistence for the foreign market (Blue Point,
for example), I do not consider that in general it overbalances the greater benefits derived. Nor do I apprehend, after
a careful examination of the matter, that the FEuropean demand—even though doubled—is likely to overtax and
ruin any American oyster-beds wlich are properly watched and scientifically operated.

Because the oysters, native and cultivated, which are grown at the eastern end of the Great South bay, on
the south shore of Long Island, best fulfilled the conditions, they were the first to be exported to England, and
bave most largely, perhaps, enteled into the trade. They are known both at home and abroad as ‘Blue
Points”, and acquired a reputation in England superior to all others, up to the season of 1879, when there was &
falling oﬂ: in their quality and a consequent loss of esteem.

Besides the “Blue Points”, great quantities of oysters from the East river (particularly Rowayton, Norwalk, and
Bridgeport), have been shipped, chiefly through J. & J. Ellsworth; a less number from Rockaway and Tire island;
and large quantities from Staten Island waters, under the brand of “Sounds”. These last became the fzworites
abroad during the past season, the ¢ Bast Rivers” coming second, and the unfortunate “Blue Points” third; and,
inagmuch as they cost less than either of the other brands, money was made upon them liberally, while no one
who forwarded ¢ Blue Points” received much if any profit, and many shippers lost money.

The London stock having been picked out by the planter, is purchased by the shipper on the ground, where
he sends his boats to buy daily, or keeps a permanent agent and packer. e culls it a second time, discarding

about one-fourth, so that it is estimated that four bushels of oysters are caught for every barrel exported, since.

the barrels (second hand flour barrels) hold seantily three bushels. The useless residue is not wasted, but thrown
back upon the packer’s own bed to grow farther. The number of oysters in a barrel varies from twelve. hundred
to two thousand ; the more there are the better the English retail-buyer likes it, since he sells them by count.
This has had the effect of a steady reduction in the size of the oysters sent, until now much smaller stock is sent
than at first, and more ground is given the gramblers than ever for their complfunts a,gamsb this line of business;
but the 11m1t has probably been reached in this direction.

In packing the oysters they are placed as snugly in the barrel as possible, and Well shaken down. Attention

is paid, also, to placing the oyster with the deep shell down, so that the liquor shall not so readily escape. Some
kind-hearted persons were greatly distressed, a few years ago, at the sapposed suffering which the mollusks
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underwent in their close quarters and long seciug;ion from the world while on the passage; they loudly demanded that
holes should be left in each barrel and the contents deluged with fresh water daily, and that a plentiful supply of
bran should be mixed with them to serve as food during the trip! This was an astonishing example of Berghism
run wild, and did more credit to the hearts than the heads of the philanthropists, who were so concerned in the
welfare of their bivalvular brethren. ‘

The length of a voyage to Europe in cold weather is no feat worth mentioning to a well-constituted oyster,
In Prince Edward island I found it to be the common practice for citizens to purchase fifteen or twenty bushels
of oysters, pile them in their cellars between layers of sea weed, and use them gradually gll winter, finding the last
ones alive and well in the spring. This used to be the universal custom in New York before restaurants came in
fashion. Southern oysters en route from Chesapeake bay to Boston and Portland are frequently a month out of
water, yet do not suffer, and grow well enough when returned to the water, though it is so different a latitude.
Stock is frequently kept several weeks in the holds of the “arks” in New York, or in the cellars of wholesale
depots, waiting for profitable sale. One gentleman assured me that he kept a quantity of “ Blue Points” 107 days in
his cellar, losing but a few of them, and these are not generally considered so hardy as some other sorts—those
from the East river, for instance. The hardiness of the *“Sounds?.is well shown in the article upon the oyster-beds
of New York bay, in relating the old custom of peddling them up the Hudson river in the fall.

Packed so as to prevent injurious jarring, and stowed in the extreme forward part of the vessel, where they
keep cool—the score or so of barrels of oysters smashed when the Arizona collided with an iceberg, found it really
chilly!—the mollusks therefore find it a pleasant experience rather than a cruel hardship to cross the Atlantic.
No time is lost in getting the oysters, when packed, into the steamer, and many are taken in sloops directly from
the producing points to the steamer’s wharf, and thus escape the bother and expense of a second or third handling
in New York.

Some American firms have regular agents abroad who care for and dispose of the oysters sent to them. In
other cases they are consigned by the shippers to commission merchants on the other side. Liverpool has been the
great receiving point for Great Britain, because it was the nearest port. It was found that the extra time required,
and the port charges on cargoes sent direct to London by steawmer, more than overbalanced the slight saving
effected in freight over those forwarded by rail from Liverpool. The amount of oysters sent each week, though
not large, has sometimes been more than could be disposed of before the next shipment arrived. To provide
against loss in this contingency, the largest dealers own spaces of sea-bottom, where the surplusage is thrown
overboard to keep in good condition and drawn upon as required. Some thousands of barrels are sent annually,
which are intended to lie and grow there from one to three years. American oysters laid down thus in foreign
waters have never been known to spawn, so far as I could learn, but the conditions have never been favorable;
and no experiment, that I am aware of, has been tried, to ascertain whether seed-oysters from the United States,
properly planted, would not grow into good health, emit spawn, and establish their race upon the European coasts.
I see no reason why such an experiment should not prove entirely successful. It is said that the English beds are
becoming so depopulated as practically to have become worthless. The eighth edition of the FEncyclopedia
Britannica, speaking briefly of oysters (vol. xv, p. 348), under “Mollusca”, says that only about 30,000 bushels of
“natives”, or oysters from artificial beds, and about 100,000 bushels of “t‘gea-oysters”, are annually sent to the
London market. This seems extremely small, but the English people have not yet learned to regard the bivalves
as anything more than a luxury, and heretofore they have always been beyond the purses of any but the wealthy.
The demand, however, is increasing through the cheapening of this excellent food, and the acquired habit of eating
and enjoying it. Nevertheless, it is easy to overstock the Ruropean market, and no little harm has happened to
consignments, with dead loss to the owners, through being delayed too long before bein g sold, in consequence of an
oversupply. This happened more frequently some years ago than it now does.

~ One large shipper gave it to me as his belief, that London could not use more than 500 barrels a week, at the
present time, nor the whole United Kingdom consume more than 3,000 barrels. Occasionally this year the market
has been so crowded that sales at 5 shillings a barrel have been made, to avoid fotal loss. On the other hand, it is
not always easy to obtain supplies in New York for the European trade, in midwinter, with necessary promptness,
in which event those planters who are able to run into New York good stock realize large profits, and the agents
in Europe make handsome returns to their principals. The winter of 1879~'80 was so mild and “open” a one that
this difficulty was not experienced, but previously it has been an important element in the trade.

The prices received for American oysters sent abroad have been very various, ranging the past year from 5 to
40 shillings & barrel. Leaving out the various deductions necessary, it is considered fair to estimate $5 to be the
average cash returned to this conntry for each barrel. At this rate the stated total of 63,300 barrels (about 175,000
buslels) would net the United States no less than $316,500 in gold, an amount which would by no other means be
brought into our pockets, and which enriches the country by so much, since the value exchanged for it does not,
in any degree, impoverish the country, but is a product of labor which would not otherwise be employed, and the
disposal of a produet not otherwise to be used.
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Comyaring this with the exportations in previous years, it will be seen that there is no loss, but a rapid gain,
A statern ent of the value of oysters exported from the United States from 1864 to 1879, inclusive, reads as follows:

i 0= 1) POV ORI PP PP TP $85,080 | 1872t mme ot e e e e e $173,711
B 05 PO 122,160 | 1873 e it i e e e e 243,723
F360. . en cavmcasemmneesm s samnas smeeassaecnas 200,409 | 1874 cun e e e eaeeananas 223,733
B = v PRSP SR By R I 7 T 170,277
i =01 PP ¢« eemmee e 121,046 | 1876 can i it cee e ammm—r anaman 214,196
b 120003 PO SR TP PETSRR T 89,260 | 1877 et i e e cme ammmnn e 431,230
AB70. e e cummmeccmme cmemmmasameneasannrman—. 134,804 | 1878 e e e e e e e e 393, 061
B K= 5 D 168,122 | 1870 i i ieiieaen mane aeenanan 453,306

The different customs-districts from which these exportations were, are-as follows :

ATASKA < cvemcccemrnmmme rmm e ciiene e anas $7 | New OIleans ..ce.oocenine coccme cmcame rmcmae- $103
Baltimiore coceervamamssommassacmmsieaaaeaaanns 44,871 | New Yok ..o oo ceamnmeemnnnenas ¥302,732
Bath, Me.ieeeecmes sommmtinemms v e 9 | Oswegatehie, N.Y oo cicecmccanaaan 12,278
JBOSLON ceevreaancnncmmans cseceansnsumnsanmnen 2,278 | Paso del NoTte, TexX veveee ceveee coaraccesmmune= 9
Brazos de Santiago wecaee ceeroceiiiamarcnann 2065 | Passamaquoddy, Me ...... e emmmnnvamm———— 712
Buffalo, N ¥ eoncmeeioee oo cienaaee s 41,289 | Philadelphia cocoimere i ceee caccvenaee s 9, 468
Cape Vincent, N. ¥ cecees cmmivmmiimeonnanass 4,210 | Portland and Falmouth, Me...ccceeocemerannan- 5,224
Clasting, Me .oovermnmar coacescmmetummnnannees 6 | Puget Sound, Wash —_...ccomicicaammrnonoens 1,673
Champlain, N. Y cove coveomeercamceneneocne s 11,680 | Saluria, Tex.w.veemeroveeiiacce v e aes 26
Chicago, T wemmmeeecceeaaaeininmemmneaaenaes 74 | San Francisco, Cal...eoveeciies cmeomcrneanven 4,157
Corpus Christi, TeX -cveoovnarmamnn Cmeeenenas 4 | Saint John, Fla.cececveianane camemmcaancenn- 20
Detr0ite e mnn cnne ammns e amem i aemennenne smeeane 1,746 | VermONt « oo nerreevacoer viacn camm mmmne cames 4,556
UMD - cvem emmccc cesmcaen mman eman ammmeneene 62 —_—
Genesee, No Y ccoenncioommmriara e iecene e 573 . 453, 097
DMinnesota ceemee vonnn E 5, 065

Of these almost exactly one-quarter were sent to Canada, leaving about $360,000 worth to be sent to Turope,
and, in  trifling quantity, to Mexico and the East Indies. Dismissing these latter, it is interesting to inquire
somewh st into the statistics of our exportations to Great Britain and the Continent. The number of shipments in
1879, between November 1 and May 1, were:

L0 LAVOIPOOL. oo nnwenmcceneccmn s s ceeen 27 | To Havre...... s rmemmesescetocmnos mmmasamon cmonne 9
T0 HambUrg. .« cev caee cammen cennsenmmssnmeccscmans 18 | To GlasgoW.uuemeeamaoesnscesommmmommmaemeemtoacnns 9
L0 Bremen. . coaevecane o ccenasonnmcn ccacnsmnnn 7 | ToBristol..o.eecececceitaemerancamecancnsmacnae muan 5
0 LONAOD e e e eeenvvmmmn amcccemccsnsnannas smsaas 11 | To Cardiff.. e cececeiceannvemmaccuaccune commmmeean 1

This gives an average shipment to Great Britain of 2,161.5 barrels; to Germany and France of 86 barrels. The
date of the largest shipment was December 6, 3,558 barrels. The amount shipped from New York was 59,565
barrels, and the value returned by the New York custom-house, $315,933, which gives an average valuation per

barrel OF $5.30. These shipments were distributed, in consigning, as follows:
' Barrels. Bushels.

59,777 X 3==179,331

T LAVETPOOL- c e emn emmmem woccms wmmmmn mmsams cmms mmmmmon oo oo snamesotsessssssesoonooos
TO HAMDULG - - a e waee cacr caan smmmes smmmae moss smmmmss Samsos mmmsmsnsoosmsssosiosnnoTs 2,321 x3= 6,963
PP PP T LR S Lo 331 X 3= 993

710 LUOMAOTo o eome oo e e s meae emcams aeumnemmem s asmmassaceamesanenss sesmssosmnes moToas 328 X 3= 984
28 X 3= 804

0 TEAVTR - - o o - e oo e ooe'ee e mme emmmos cmsamameecncmsssammesaommms nmoos messsenrne asanose
T0 GlASEOW - accee caeeee sammas mmmmmnmmmman amammmmn s e et memneaeaen mmmmenemesas snsene 200X 3= 600
0 BIiSHOLl. o oo ceeeeeceeacccseomnamemcns mamm s UUPPUPPRIRSISREPE PR 70 X 3= 210
TO CATALEE . - - o oo e eoeeesmsmsnaacesssammes caeceasnasstamescsmmms sossmmsmescsnmmstons b X3= 15

TOtALe e e ee coceemmecr sasammanemascannenanss PSP PR P ST 63,300 X 3= 189,900

At an average of 1,200 oysters in a barrel, this shows the total shipment by count to have been I'lea,r}y
76,000,000. This average of 1,200 is too low, no doubt, as a multiplier, but is on the safe side; moreover, it will
“sum ap” a deficiency in putting not quite three Dushels into some of the barrels. Taken altogethfar, this figure
(76,000, 000) is inside the truth, and a fair estimate. This year (1879-80) was, however, a poor year for the oyster-
exporting trade in the north, because of the mildness of the weather. Oysters cou.ld be got in the greatgst
abundlamnce all the winter through, and glutted the market. Sometimes, on account of ice, there will be a scarcity
of stoclx at a suitable time for shipping.

The general opinion among New York men is,
there will not be an overplus of stock here, since the
required to furnish a seed-supply. The shippers are, therefore,

that the Buropean demand is going to increase steadily, while
Fast river beds are slowly failing and are more and more
hopeful of profitable prices in future.

*The hooks of the custom-house in New York place this figure at $315,933.

]
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Since writing the above I have been favored by Cortis & TFreeborn, freight brokers, New York, with a
statement of the exports for 188081, as follows. It will be seen that it shows a slight increase over the previous
season:

STATEMENT OF AMOUN’I‘ OF OYSTERS EXPORTED TO EUROPE FROM NEW YORK, BETWEEN OCTOBER 9, 1880,
AND MAY 14, 1881—ONE SEASON.

Dato. To Tiyer- | Varion® | otal, Date. o Tayrer | VASLONS | Total.
Barrels. |, Barrels.
208 4 302 || TFebIuary 5.ccececeveovs commmvesnnes cevmnennn 838 10 u8
652 20 672 RS CoL012 | 43 1,055
1,288 6 1,204 L 1, 087 40 1,127
1,830 | 78 2,008 26 e e - 1,179 35 1,214
2,420 100 |- 2,520 | March s J B () IO 915
9, 622 140 2,762 B S 1,601 25 1,628
9, 444 76 9, 520 B L S 2,183 46 2,220
1,817 431 2,248 i F NN 4,172 181 4,303
DecembDEr 4. -evecvemcuecacannaanenauanaanas 2, 454 250 2,704 || April e eiiccinccaeiteieareeennen 4,050 |.eevennnnann 4,056
B S 2,032 104 3,126 S 3,368 54 3,422
1Bueen weeaenmmraceeneereannanaans 2, 001 219 2,920 16uneenemnenrmnnnnannenenenaaans 8,967 25 3,902
DB aemmmracenean somane mamecraennan 2, 380 184 2, 564 . b5 TR 4,216 100 4,316
JODUATY  Leccrooeoeamecnoceccmaaamnnneanns 1, 601 9 1,610 2 4,004 64 4,158
SRS 2,120 77 2,107 || May TR 1,441 |ecemmenens 1,441
T 9, 740 36 9,776 5 TR % 3 53
b T 2,322 0 2,421
. E TP 1,037 132 2,069 032 ) 68, 140 2,628 70,768

L. COAST OF NEW JERSEY.
42. OYSTER-INDUSTRIES OF THE NEW JERSEY “BAYS”.

ToroerAPHY.—The coast of New Jersey, south of Sandy Hook, like that of Long Island, and for similar
reasons, forms a favorable region for oyster-growth. Long, desolate beaches stand without, and between them and
the mainland stretch great salt lagoons, protected from the sea and receiving a constant supply of fresh water into

. their shallow and marshy basins. These “bays” extend in almost unbroken continuance from the southern line of
Monmouth county to Cape May, while in Monmouth county itself there are several indentations of the otherwise
abrupt coast-line, which afford the oyster-grower an opportunity.to practice his profession.

OYSTER-LEGISLATION IN NEW JERSEY.—But before proceeding to a particular description of these points, a
recapitulation of the statutes of New Jersey (already alluded to under the heading “New York Bay”), which are of
general application to the oyster-interests of the state, may prove of interest. They are substantially as appended,
according to the revision of 1847, the latest authorized, ““Title X' VI, Fisheries, Chapter 87:

1. Forbids raking on any oyster -bed, or gathering any oysters or shells, or offering any oysters for sale, between
May 1 and September 1, in Bergen, Essex, Middlesex,” Monmouth, Cape May, Salem, and Gloucester counties;
between July 1 and September 1, in Hudson, Union, and Gumberland counties; and between May 1 and October
1, in Burlington, Atlantie, Ocean, and Cape May counties. In case of ‘violation, whether oysters be taken or not,

the offender shall pay $10 for each offense; but persons may at any time take and sell oysters from their private
* planted beds. In Cumberland county, moreover, it is forbidden any person to take oysters in any manner on
Sunday, or between 8 p. m. and 4 a. m., under liability to imprisonment and a fine of from $50 to $500.

II. No person, residing within or without the state, shall rake for or gather oysters in any waters of the state,
with a dredge or any sort of instrument answering the purposes of a dredge, under penalty of $50 fine; provided
that this and the sixth section shall not apply, so far as regards persons residing in the state, to the Delaware bay,
except within Burlington county.

IIL. Justices of the peace shall issue warrants, and constables arrest those violating the pr ecedmg sections.

IV. Torbids selling or offering for sale oysters in this state, between May 1 and September 1, except that in
Cape May county the time is extended to October 1 ; provided, that owners of planted oysters may talke up and
sell at any time. Penalty, $5 fine.

[There seems to be an inconsistency between this and § L.]

V. Forbids gathering oysters in this state to be made into lime or to be used in the manufacture of iron,
Penalty, $50 fine.

VI. No vessel or craft of any sort permitted even to carry an oyster- dledge, or anything to Dbe used for thab
purpose, under penalty of $50 ﬁne
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VIL. No one who has not been an actual resident or inhabitant of the state for six months, may rake or
gather clans, oysters, or shellfish, for himself or employer, in any waters of the state. Violation of this law is a
misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment, or fine not exceeding $150, or both, with forfeiture of boat and all
apparatus. Resisting an officer engaged in enforcing this statute, subjects each person implicated to an added fine
of $30. ‘

IX. Makes it lawful for © any person owning marsh or meadow in this state, within the boundaries of, which there
shall be creeks, ditches, or ponds, where oysters grow or will grow, and where such creeks or ditches do not lead to
any public landing, to lay or plant clams or oysters therein, * * * and for the preservation of which to erect a
fence, hang or affix gates or locks across said creeks or ditehes, to prevent any person or persons from entering the
same”. ‘

See. 12. If any unauthorized person be found with a boat inside any fence or gate as aforesaid, where clams or
oysters have been planted, or shall break down any such fence or boundaries, he shall be liable for every oifense to
imprisonment of not more than six months, or to a fine not to exceed $100, or both; provided, that the free
navigation of no thoroughtare or channel may be obstructed.

X. No persons, under any pretense whatever, shall take away ¢from any natural oyster-banks or beds in this
state, any old shells, other than such as cannot be removed or separated from the oysters without injuring the same;
and all such shells shall be culled and separated from the oysters and thrown back again upon the said natural
Dbanks or beds”. Penalty, fine of $10 and forfeiture of offending boat and tools. DBut this does not prohibit persons
taking shells from their own private beds.

Many statutes exist in addition to this, which have only a local application, and hence are quoted at the points
where they are in force. It would seem difficult to enforce these laws upon reading them ; but the reader must take
into account the extreme jealousy which causes every man to watch his neighbor as a cat would watch a mouse, if
not koping to find him derelict, at least resolved to catch him, expose him, and so thin the ranks of rivalry as well as
share the reward. Ivery oysterman is thus as good as a special constable, and the law takes care of itself. The
attention to the laws, however, varies in different parts of the state, and entirely different constructions are put
upon statutes in different counties. ) '

SHREWSBURY.—The most northern of the indentations of the northern coast of New Jersey, to which I have
alluded, is that just at the heel of Sandy Hook, and at the base of the Navesink Highlands, comprising the Navesink
and Shrewsbury rivers. Shrewsbury is one of the oldest oyster-regions in the neighborhood of New York, and its
product has always enjoyed a high reputation in her markets. '

In 1853 the Herald’s review of the oyster-interests in the vicinity of New Yorlk, heretofore quoted from the files
of Mr. Thomas De Voe, contained paragraphs relating to Shrewsbury, which are so interesting that I quote them at
length:

The number of men engaged in the oyster-fisheries at Shrewsbury ig computed at 250, Of these more than one-half are employed in ~
transplanting from the natural beds in Newark bay to the artificial beds on the coast of Shrewsbury.

Shrewsbury oysters are said to be inferior even to those procured from the best beds of the East river. Their flavor is a little more
pungen’d; they have a yellowish tint, and the shell is generally whiter. They are a gmaller oyster, but in proportion to their size, they
contain more meat. The peculiar color, by which they may be easily distinguished from all other kinds, is doubtless imparted to them by
the nafure of the Lottom of the river. The beds cover an extent of two or three miles, and are owned oxclusively by the farmers along
the banks of the Shrewsbury; and the beds extend across the river, which is between two and three handred yards wide. When the tide
recedes the oysters are exposed to view, and may be gathered with an ordinary pitchfork. The operation of ¢ tonging” is only necessary
with those that lie in the bed of the river, and therefore comparatively few Dboats are required. The larger part of those sent to Now
York are transported by steamboat. The farmers employ persons to take them up at low tide and send them to market to be sold, on their
own account. In some few instances they enter into a sort of partnership with oystermen owning sail-boats, who obtain one-half the
profits in consideration of taking them from the beds with tongs and carrying them to the city.

There are two branches of the river in which they are planted, but those procured from the beds in the southern branch command
the higher price. The bottom of the river is covered with a rich Dblack mud, to the depth of from 4 to & feet, and it is this which gives
the oyster its yellow color and peculiar flavor. )

An oyster-bed there is almost as valuable as a gold mine, less injurions to health, and casier to work. Their owners are not only
well-to-do in the world, but are considered by those in the trade wealthy. They are not required to pay any tax for their privileges, and
there is very little risk attending their business, compared to that to which others are subject. About $200,000 worth are gold during the
year, and this amount is inadequate to the demand. There is o possibility of an increase in the supply, however, for the only part of the
river capable of growing them is already laid out in beds, and its productive powers are now taxed to their fullest extent.

The trade in Shrewsbury oysters differs very materially from all others; there are less oystermen engaged in it, in consequence of &
large portion being sent to this city by steamers in place of sloops and other sail-boats. The capital invested in it is perhaps less, in
proportion to the article, than that invested in the Bast river and Virginia trades, and the profits are move considemble.

Shrewsbury never possessed any natural beds of oysters, and its celebrated stock always was, and still is, raised
from transplanted young, obtained now largely in Keyport. « At present,” wrote Professor Lockwood, in 1873, ‘the
‘Shrewsbury’ is accounted by many as the emperor of the bivalves, and will fetch in market at wholesale from $1 50
to 3 50 a hundred.” But for several years their production has grown less and less, and probably ten times as
many reputed ¢ Shrewsburys” were sold in the markets as annually came out of that river. During thelwinter of
1879780 only about 20,000 bushels were harvested, by about 15 planters. About one-third of these are northern
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oysters, mainly bought at Keyport, and transplanted to Shrewsbury river, where they will grow in two years to a
large size. These oysters chiefly go to supply Long Branch, which, a dealer informed me, used from his depot
alone 125,000 oysters and 40,000 clams each season. The two largest hotels consume 25,000 oysters each, weekly,
In early days a special law was passed applying to these waters, as follows:

It shall not be lawful for any person or persons to rake * * * op carry away any oysters other than by wading in and picking
up by hand the same, within the following bounds, in the river commonly called * * * the North or Navesink, lying within the

county of Monmouth, * * * above a direct line from the store-house of Eseck White, on the Shrewsbury side of the river, to the
dwelling-house of Thomas Layton, on the Middletown side of the river aforesaid. Penalty, $10 fine for each offense.

There is also a law extant against erecting stakes, or any other means of using ¢ wares” or fyke-nets for taking
fish on the bottom of Shrewsbury river where oysters are planted.

SHARK RIVER AND ITS LOCAL LAWS.—The next point southward that concerns us is Shark river. It was once
thought that this bay would be exceedingly productive, and there was really a considerable industry, which gave
rise to enactments in the legislature as follows, being the amended statute of 1870, revising the previous laws of 1861:

This law (1) authorized the board of chosen freeholders of Monmouth county to oceupy, during twenty years,
for oyster-culture, Shark river, within the following boundaries: Beginning at low-water mark at Search point, in
the township of Ocean, and running thence in a straight line to Bukey’s point in the township of Wale; thence
down the shore at low-water mark to a stake standing on low-water mark and on a line with the east end of James
'W. White’s dwelling-house ; thence northerly and on a straight line to a stake standing at low-water mark on the
west side of Long point opposite Yellow bank, in the township of Ocean; thence up the shore of said river at
low-water mark to the beginning.

IL. The board of freeholders shall appoint commissioners, holding office one year, to survey and subdivide
the above space of river into two-acre.lots for oyster-culture; but no individual shall own more than two acres, and
no company more than five, ‘

Szc. 3. These lots shall be rented at public auction, to. the highest bidder, for from one to five years, the sum
bid to be paid annually and secured to the commissioners. None but citizens may hold ground. The commissioners
may renew a lease for five to ten years, but at a rate not less than previously paid.

III. Makes it the duty of the commissioners to enforce the protective laws, and to collect and devote to the
school fund the rents due and penalties assessed ; they must also make a sworn report to.the board of freeholders.

In 1877 about 200 lots were said to be leased, at an average rental of $2 a year, and many persons were
employed ; but ab present the business has declined, and only enough remains to supply the local consumption in
summer at Ocean Beach and other neighboring summer hotels. .

BARNEGAT BAY.—Beyond Shark river no oysters exist or are cultivated until Barnegat bay is reached, where,
in its broad waters, an immense and ancient industry of this kind is followed.

Here, as at other points, the Indians had beern wont to come, generation after generation, in search of shellfish,
This is attested by the remarkable heaps of shells left as monuments of their feasts, and which are again worthy of
special deseription. _

The natural beds in Barnegat bay begin about three miles above the village of Barnegat, with an occasional
¢ strike” a little lower down, and extend for about ten miles northward, with a width of about two miles. They
are known as the Cedar Creek grounds. The bottom here is gravelly and more or less sprinkled with dead shells,
and this is one of the great sources of seed for all the coast southward. Boats also come in considerable numbers
from the Raritan, Staten Island, and Blue Point districts, but less now than formerly. From this part of the bay
came the once famous “Log Creeks”. These beds are reported to be constantly losing strength. The carelessness
or entire neglect in culling the seed taken away, returns so few shells to the water that the cultch upon which
Spawn may rest is growing very scarce. This is suicidal to the whole community, but selfish greed prevails every
season over prudence. Laws designed to protect these beds are inoperative to a great extent, except that a
stranger will feel their force if he attempts to tong in the summer, as the natives permit themselves to do, or tries
to carry away-oysters so small that more than 350 of them will be needed to fill a bushel. This last is an almost
forgotten law of the three shore counties, Ocean, Burlington, and Atlantic. ‘

A second large ground for gathering oyster-seed is what is called the Gravellings, a shoal of gravel occupying
a space several miles square in the mouth of Mullica river. This is the name the river had of old, and still goes
by, among the local sailors; but on the late maps I find no such name, the water meant being denominated Great
bay, and forming the expanded outlet of Wading river, Atsion river, and several creeks. Hgress into the ocean is
had through ¢ New ” inlet, which opens between ¢ Old” and Brigantine inlets ; the three passages, with their
dividing, sedgy islands, separating Brigantine beach from Long beach, which is unbroken, save by Barnegat inlet,
all the way northward to Squan.

The “ Gravellings” extend up the Mullica river from the head of Great bay for six oreight miles, to-just above
the mouth of Bass river, and produce seed regularly every year, though in varying abundance.

The seed from the Cedar Creek beds is preferred, however, by the West creek and Manahawken planters, as it
seems to live and grow into better shape on the local beds. The Gravellings are thus raked chiefly by planters to
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the southward. There seems no diminution in the quantity to be gathered there from year to year, although
enormous quantities of culteh are taken away at each seed-gathering, and nothing returned.

Planting was long ago—perhaps fifty years—well under way in this region, and formerly, perhaps, was more
widely followed than at present, but no more successfully. Leaving out of view the attempts just begun to foster
the interest at Forked river, Barnegat is the northernmost place in this district where oyster-cultnre is followed.
To aid and protect this industry these laws were long ago made by the legislature, as annexed:

1. Beit enacted * * * , Thatitshall be lawful for any person, being a citizen of the state of New Jersey, and resident of the county
of Ocean, within the boundaries hereinafter described for the purpose, to stake off any quantity of land covered with water, not exceeding
two acres, marking the boundaries thereof by stakes or other marks, plainly visible to persons navigating the waters so occupied, to plant

oysters ; provided, that the share-owners shall have the right and preference to stake off as far as their deeds allow, by running their lines
for that purpose.

2. A=nd be it enacted, That the boundaries within which land may be so staked off and occupied shall be as follows: Beginning at

Cedar Creele point at low-water mark on the west bank of Barnegat bay, along said bank to the south line of Ocean county, running off
300 yards distant from the shore,

3. And be it enacted, That oysters within the boundaries of all said waters shall be the private, personal property of the persons.so
occupying said land * * * : and any person whoshall * * * injure or carry away the same, while said boundaries are so marked,
shall be guilty of larceny * * * and shall forfeit * * * all the implements used for taking the same * #-* |

It would seem as though this language was plain enough to protect the interests of any one who availed
himself of the privileges alluded to under its promise. However, there does not exist the public sentiment to
secure the execution of the law. No man is willing to risk his money in planting, when he has no surety that
he will be able to reap any reward for his outlay. Hence, oyster-raising at Barnegat, where there are hundreds
of acres of perfectly good but idle bottom, and plenty of capital ready to be thus employed, has dwindled, until
the entire crop last season was reported at less than 8,000 bushels, all of which was consumed locally. As this
small crop was divided among forty or fifty growers, one can easily see that nothing of a business is carried on here.

The sentiment of the town opposes any change which shall protect individual planting. Night-thieves and
foggy-day oystermen, therefore, control and ruin the oyster-interests, making it so risky to plant that men of means
will not put their money into it. Without some betterment, oyster-planting must continue to be a failure here as
a business, though thousands of acres of good bottom remain unutilized, where both native and southern seed
would grow to great advantage and a most profitable industry, employing steadily all the now idle laboring element
of the shore-towns, here and northward, )

To show how profitable oyster-planting may be here, Captain Cox told me that some years ago he laid down a
lot of young oysters which cost him $13. After two years he proenred a man to take up and sell all that were
upon the beds, giving his agent one-half. The returns to him were 57, his agent taking the like amount, showing
an increase of about 1,000 per cent. In addition to this, a dozen or fifteen bushels were eaten by each of the two
families.

The experiment of ¢ shelling” has been made with great success, and it is said that any one might reasonably
expect to get 100 bushels of seed from 20 bushels of stool laid down anywhere in the upper half of the bay.
Popular construction, however, makes such cultch-beds “natural ground”, and everybody will go and rake. It has
even occurred that a man’s oysters taken off his private bed and placed on staked ground in a creek to ¢ freshen”,
have been raided upon by thieves, and though he could prove the facts he was unable to recover in local courts.

MANAHAWKEN, TUCKERTON, AND VICINITY.—To the south of Barnegat a different sentiment prevails, and ab
Manahawken, West Creek, Tuckerton, and intermediate villages, live a large number of oyster-planters who have
beds opposite their homes to a considerable extent, and also down in Great bay, below the islands, almost meeting
the Absecon men, and associating with the planters at Bass river and Port Republic.

The West Creek and Manahawken men, as I have said, get the most of their seed at Cedar creek. The precise
number of planters, large and small, it was difficult to ascertain. I was assured, however, that two-thirds of all
the men in the town were directly engaged, which would give to Manahawken about 125 and to West Creek about
100 planters, a considerable portion of whom get all the money they ever see out of the oysters they catch and
plant for themselves or other people. Most of them are married, and it is safe to say that at least 200 families in
the two villages derive their support from this industry. Their best planting-grounds are off Horse point.

Tuckerton, according to the late census, had about 1,800 inhabitants. A thousand of these, it is certain, if not
more, live by means of the oyster- and clam-fisheries, with little outside resources. It is the one industry which
keeps the town going, for little else is possible; and it is undoubtedly true that the area of bay-bottom devoted to
this work is much more productive than any equal area of adjacent sandy and pine-covered shore. At Tuckerton
and northward, therefore, from 2,000 to 2,500 people get their support out of oyster-culture. On the Mullica river
are two other settlements, Bass River and Port Republic, which will add from five to seven hundred more. All .
of these men get the main part of their seed early in the fail at the mouth of the Mullica. During all day of
September 30, and during the night, schooners, sloops, cat-boats, sail-scows, trim yachts, and shapeless, ragged
tubs, have gathered there, chosen a spot out of what was left of the space, and anchored. Once the anchor down,
00 movement clsewhere could be made. Each sail-craft towed behind it one or two small scows termed ¢ garveys”,
and had upon its deck one or more small skiffs, or those ingenious ducking-boats, peculiar to this region, called
“dinkies”, . ' '
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It is a common thing for the first of October’s results to show 100 or 150 bushels of seed to the man, on the
most favorable ground. If the owners keep all this seed for their own use, two days will generally load their
vessel and send them to their planting beds, after which they may return or may go elsewhere. If they prefer to
sell it to the larger planters, who are all ready to buy, they were paid, this year and last, 10 cents per bushel,
The second day yields more poorly, and at the end of a week 12 or 15 bushels to the man is considered a good days’
work. To compensate for scarcity, 15 cents is paid by buyers. This seed consists almost wholly of the growth of
the year, or at least of the previous year, and cannot be separated from the shells to which it is attached. The
careless culling which is done, therefore, gives little back. On the upper part of the river-grounds, however, the
spawn grows upon the gravel of the bottom, and there are few shells. There are also brought up a few marketable
oysters, that have escaped heretofore until they have attained a considerable size. Though very finely flavored,
these large natural oysters are not of good appearance, and bring only 60 to 80 cents a bushel in market.

STATISTICS OF BARNEGAT, TUcKERTON, ETC.—Oysters in these waters grow ouly moderately fast, and must
lie three or four years before being taken to market. From Tuckerton large quantities are sold to Atlantic City
men, who fatten them on the sand-bars and sell them the same season. The best of all the oysters at present are
said to come from in front of Horse point, Manahawken, bringing considerably more money than the others. They
are planted more thinly there than in Tuckerton bay, which is said to make the profitable difference. Prices in

187980 were 83 for large and $2 for small sizes, per 1,000, for Tuckerton plants, while Manahawken’s stock brought

a large advance upon this. .

This year (1880) has proved very good for this district, both in abundance of seed and in the quality of the
planted stock which is now (October, 1880) being sent to market. The summer of 1879 was a poor one for growth
and prices, and much of the seed died, so that the crop which was gathered in 187 9-80, and reported upon for my
use, is not considered as high as before, or probably up to this year’s product. The statistics are as follows:

Oysiers raised for market, 1879—'80,

Bushels.

I BaInOgat - coee e e e e e L 3,000
In Manahawken ..o ooeee oo e e e e e e e 5,000
I West Creelt oo oot e e et e e et e e e e e 30, 000
B L O 30,000
I B8 RIVOT +en ce e o e et e e et e e e e e 10, 000
In Port RePUDILC. e o veeme et o ot ce e e e e e e e e e oo fesemmuannnna 10, 000

FOba e e e e e e e et e e e e e e 88, 000

Families supported.

R T T L S e e e e e e e 200 to 250
In West Creek and Manahawken...o.coeeeeeenn onnn ... m e et iedceeanacancmestaemeeaamcn e ouee 175 to 200 -
To Bass RIVeT. .o oo i it et e e e emeeun e aena e - emnean. 50 to 75
In Port ROPUDLIC-- oo ot oot et e e et e e e e 50 to 75

B0 e e e e e e e et e e e e e e 475 to 600

Number of sail-vessels, about 500; value of same, about $125,000.
+  Number of small boats, about 750; value of same, $7,500 to $10,000.

The list of vessels reported by Mr. George W. Mathis, collector at Tuckerton, New Jersey, as registered in this
district and employed in the oyster- or clam-fishery, reads as follows: -

Name. Tons. Name. Tons. Name. Tons.
BArepta .o oo e e ciiiiees 5,02 Lonis D Senaibenen eooonn oo oo 9.04 Henrietta Joceeemeeveee e ceeeeenn 735
CHETO e 8017 T WORACT e e e 9.66 Mary Grey-eceeeeeeieran viemenaans 15.96
William B, Mills.ao oo veeneneaa. .. 11.83  Tddie Jomes ..evuw.eoooesennn oo, 12.837  Rhoda and Jane eeeieecveneoceeencen 6.57
Golden Feather.................... 6.91  General J. L. Selfridge.evoen:...... 21,36  Alice RiAZWAYwuecmnermnnevarann an 5.49
H-10-W-8 ..ol 5.04  Sunbeam ..._..ioloaioooo.... 22,16 DATb oo i i v 5.11
Maggie Bell.oooes oo vunn.. I 12.83 Four Brothers ........ooen eoeeen... 11.34  Kate BeoKer ....oecececnnece aecman 17,3
Laura V. St1es coveeeeeevmnn ..., 5.78  John A. Parks ....oo..........._. 10.73 )

ABSECON AND VICINITY.—Reed’s bay, Little bay, Abseccn bay, and the other thoroughfares through the salt
marshes behind Brigantine beach, afford good opporfunities for growing oysters, and have long been utilized. In
the neighborhood of the town of Absecon there are said to be one hundred men, part farmers, part fishermen, who
regularly plant oysters and supply the market. Only a very few of these, howerver, devote their main time to it.
It was to meet the case of these inclosed and almost dooryard waters, that section 14 of the revised statute
relating to oysters was made, which enacts that persons owning flats or coves along the shores of the tide-waters
between Great Egg Harbor and Little Egg Harbor, Atlantic county, inclusive of the shores of the rivers that lie
within that connty, may mark out ground by stakes of a prescribed size and number, for the planting of oysters
or clams, but no stakes can be set beyond ordinary low-water mark. Section 16 also applies to Burlington county,
but seems to add nothing to section 14. These planters get their seed (small) by going after it'in their own sloops to
Barnegat bay, the Gravellings, or Bgg Harbor. It is put down in shallow water, on a soft hottom, and allowed three
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years’ growth. This brings it to ‘box” size, and no oysters are sold from Absecon less than this size. Until last
year the price was $8 a thousand, but last year some lots were sold as low as $6, because not up to the usual
quality. The shipments are all made by rail to Philadelphia, and sold there on commission, a system which has
lately given rise to much complaint on account of alleged frauds.

. In addition to the northern oysters, bred as I have described, other stock is also brought, from Virginia and
given a season’s growth. The total raised for market during the past, however, of hoth kinds, by Absecon
planters, would not exceed 20,000 bushels, three-fonrths of which were from the Chesapeake. This would hardly
represent an average crop, since many planters preferred to let their oysters lie to selling them at so poor prices.

ATLANTIO C1TY.—A+t Atlantic City there are three firms of oyster-planters and dealers, consisting of five men.
They deal more or less in fish and provisions also. The oysters handled at present consist of southern stock
(six or seven thousand bushels), which do well here, if they can be procured in good order. Besides this about 18,000
bushels of full-grown, marketable oysters are bought at Absecon and Barnegat and laid down here on a hard
Dottom, in shallow water, where the beds go dry at low tide, simply for summer use in the large seaside hotels
which make Atlantic City famous. It is probably not fair to count these in statistics of production.

At Brigantine beach there is a similar industry, selling at Atlantic City, but not of much account, and hardly
to be reckoned as a point of original produection.

LAKE’S BAY.~dJust behind the island upon which Atlantic City is built, and 'to the southward, is an extensive
sheet of inclosed water known as Lake’s bay, which is continued southward in numerous channels through the salt-
marshes behind Absecon beach, until it reaches the inlet and mouth of Great Egg Harbor river. Along the shore
of this bay are various villages that carry on extensive operations in oyster-culture, and have done so for many
years. ‘I refer to Pleasantville, Smith’s Landing, Bakersville, Leedsville, and Somer’s Point. The best part of the
bay is said to be what are called the ‘“muddy beds”, directly in front of Smith’s Landing, and about a quarter of a
mile distant. The advantage of these beds is said to lie in the fact, that the drainings from the “platforms?” flow
over them at low tide, giving them a bath of fresh water twice daily. Much damage occurs here, however, whenever
northwest gales oceur, the soft mud in the marshes being loosened and drifted off into the bay to settle on the beds.
The only enemy of the oyster reported here as of much consequence, is the Urosalping, called by the natives ¢ snail-
bore”; these mollusks become very troublesome some years, but had not occurred in great numbers during .the
season of my visit (1880).

LAXKE'S BAY PLATFORMS.—The “platforms” to which I have alluded, are in some cases nothing better than a
mere plank floor, set in the bank in such a way that a boat-load of oysters, which are always extremely muddy and
foul when first taken from the beds, may be floated alongside at high tide, and the oysters shoveled overboard
upon it. The receding tide leaves this bare, and at the same time opens sluice-gates, which allow a stream of fresh
water from the land to cover the oysters, under the genial influence of which they rid themselves of the distasteful
brine contained within their shells, and also puff out their forms to an appearance of fatness very pleasing to the
epicure.

Frequently, however, an elaboration of the platform is constructed which is worthy of special note. The bank
is dug into and piles are driven, until a floor can be laid at a proper level below high-water mark. Over this a tight
shed is built, sometimes 75 feet long by 25 feet wide, and of considerable height. On one side of this shed a canal
is dug, into which a boat may run, and its cargo is easily shoveled through large openings in the side of the shed
on to the floor within. On the opposite side of the shed, both within and witheut, run floors or stages above the
reach of high water, where the oysters can be piled after freshening, packed in barlels and loaded on boats or drays
for shipment. When the tide goes down it leaves the oysters upon the platform within the shed nearly bare, a
depth of 8 or 10 inches of water being retained by a footboard at the seaward end of the shed. An arrangement
of sluices now admits the fresh water, and the freshening begins. Over the space devoted to the platform or vat,
at a sufficient height to let a man stand underneath to shovel up -the oysters for packing, in which work he uses a
dung-fork, is a broad shelf or garret, where barrels, baskets, boat-gear, and other small property can be safely
stowed, since the whole shed, platform, oysters, and all, can be locked up. I have given an illustration of one of
these houses at Smith’s Landing.

SHIPMENTS OF OYSTERS FROM LAXE’S BAY TO PHILADELPHIA.—I'rom these settlements on Lake’s bay two
lines of railway run to Philadelphia, side by side. One is the Camden and Atlantic, and the other-the Philadelphia
and Atlantie City (narrow gauge). Since the recent completion of this latter road, all the Lake’s bay oysters have
been sent by its line, which offered superior advantages; and as none go to I’hlladelphn (the almost exclusive
market) by any other means, the railway’s account of transportation of oysters may be accepted as supplying the
statistics of the annual product of the region. The agent at Pleasantville gave me the figures for the season of
1879280, which are as follows:

Oysters sent to Philadelphia.

624 car-1oads, at 70 BAXrels .. .. cieaee o i e ccne rmeeme seecme aemmaeacaeimae anenenan bar mls. 43, 680
43,680 Dbarrels, at about 3 bushels t0 L Darrel cco e comocs oo e aeiihaaees bushels.. 130, 000
43,680 barrels, at 500 oysters 10 1 DarTel.cecce vecmee oot i e i el [, oysters .. 21,840, 000
43,680 barrels, at 240 pounds t0 3 DAITE] eecv et cevmt e it e re e e s ema e eeness OTNS 10, 483, 2

43,680 barrels, ab 20 cents freight. oo oo oin ciini i el . e e e mmee mk e bmmmen s $11, 350 &0
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These oysters were sent by from 100 to 120 shippers, which represent the number of planters. There are from
50 to 75 men in addition, who are hired, and so getting a living out of the oyster-interests here. The narrow-gauge
railway company proposes to run a line, which may be finished by the time this report is published, down the bay
shore to Somer’s Point, Beesley’s Point, and Ocean City. - This will farnish so many additional facilities for shipping,
doing away with the present necessity of hauling the oysters by team from one to seven miles to the station, thag
a large increase of oyster-production is anticipated. Many new men are engaging in planting, and the expectation
seems well founded.

Although T have reckoned all the shipments in the table printed above in barrels, yet in fact the use of sacks
of gunny-cloth is commmon here. The sacks, I was told, cost from 8 to 9 cents, and will last for ten or fifteen trips, if
they can be got back from the consignee in Philadelphia. Barrels are cheaper, since they can be bought at 10 cents
apiece, in Philadelphia and Atlantic City, where the summer hotels consume enormous quantities of imported flour,
and they will generally be returned for several trips. Two sacks are counted to the barrel, or 250 oysters to the sack,

The prices received for Lake’s bay oysters last season averaged 40 cents, at which rate the total value of the
crop, which may be very closely estimated at 130,000 bushels, would come to $52,000. Divided among 100 planters
this would give an average income of about $520.

OYSTER-FLERT OF SOMER’S POINT DISTRIOT.—I counted at Smith’s Landing about 33 pretty good sail-boats
and about 50 garvies, ete. I judge from inquiries, that this was one-third of all owned between the railway and
Somer’s Point, and that $200 apiece would be a large average estimate for the value of the sail-boats. Many of
them devote much of their time, in summer, to raking clams from the extensive grounds at the lower end of the bay,
In the custom-house of this district, situated at Somer’s Point, I find reported as registered on July 1, 1880, 59
vessels engaged in oystering and clamming, as follows:

Name. Tons. Name, Tons. Name. "Tons,
A. Robinson «ieeomeaiiaiiiaan.. 30.87 Mary Bllo o veeeer coveverocnavnas 98,92 L.C. Wallace .cocmi vacraannvocnns 14, 61
Alfred C. Harmer ceceee cuvannenn. 22,95 R.B.LeeAS.cermr caeecnranacn vens 34,79 Leldececat cocceiaiaceer anaannnna 9.17
Belle caent i e i 20.24  Busan Leach.cce cceecvneemenncenn 22,00 Linnie NOTCIOBSeeceas vaunevonnnas 8,50
C. P. Hoffman -..coee vecamnanao.. 41,76 TWO SISterS.euens ceececee e cee 926,48  Little Sallie coveoeevemronmnenan-s 189
Charles Lawrencte .occee vave wevnen 21.50 Wallace M, French ..c.ccaeeunn. 93,19 Liz2i6 cececcvececmaccrcananmnan= 7.9
Cordelia R. Price «ecemvuvannaaen 42,80 AleTteecneeciieccmaniiaaaiiaaaan 7.46 Maggie Sutphen .eocew.veemarcans 16.48
B TETT0 B2 2.64  Andrew Luffbarry -.ceeo o oo ... 9.67 Major AnderSOn.ucces communanunns 17,5
Estella ou e e e el 40,25 Belle coeeiicvmaiancce cnacen nas 11,93  Maleom .ccvencuicicnsaeneacen cunn 5,63
George 8. Courtney cuceev maennaan 25.15  Charles Hajght voveeirceacenauns 14,70  Margaret ADD . ccmecaneoaat cnns 8,51
H. M. SOmers.ceeee cmeanevaeconnn 3123 . Dan B00Y . uecscaccewacnsanaecuns 15.49 Manetta Sheldon.....ocoveeesvava 9.3
Hattie J.vneeas ccemne caanee sunnan 30,03 ElaM ciiiiicrnaaicanrane vaea 15,49  Noutiltgeccacn cnacececvananancnna 10.95
Henry J. May - ccemer veemnecannns 25.42 Emily Smith sccemneaccaecann wenn 13.09 Ocean Star coeeeeeoamceannnnn nman 12,69
J. A. Chamberlin .....oocvenn.... 61,25 TEXDIOSS -cvceuncamecnmnneeamuenn 7.32 Rhoda 8. cceeeriacacmcicnanenenns 18.05
J. G Crate cceeee cecaaannnans e 43.32  Golden Lightnceeccvocr cucann ooee 16.00 8. M. Daugherty.ceeveeocarannnn 10,99
J. & C. Merritt coveeenvannn. SRR 85,41  HUNBET cevcr cmemes aceece amnn een 14.02 U, 8. Grant.---ccveenvennonsannun 8.47
James W, Lie6 - covues voacancnacan 20.88  Idelwild.uiceeeeomuoe vt omee cmmens 9,73 Uncle Dan..oeeevececaveccmnnenes 1149
JODRN ANDA cncncevmmenne cnneeeae 29.36 J. F.EDAPD «vuunvree e mnnnnaceae 16,24 Volanb coooooooimneiiiiiiiinaans 7.4
JOSOPIL s et i vecnen e R 1) B 07 v 7 12.60  Willinm AIDert «ocevececennue cunn 6,22
Margaret A. Ameli..e ueoaen e 23.85 John WesleY «cvacceccavancnannn 15.76  WONAOT wecn v veccenscnnmemnnns 7.49
Mary DisSton - uveu.eeces sneeannn 33.18 Julia A. Reid veveee oo anenooes 11.41 =30

The collector of the district, Mr. Thomas E. Morris, adds: ¢In addition to the above there are some hundreds
of small boats, under five tons, engaged in catching clams and oysters in this district, of which I can give 1o
account.” I should say that about $75,000 would represent the total value of all the floating property, large and
small, devoted to the shellfisheries in this neighborhood, which includes the coast of Burlington and Atlantic
counties, but is practically restricted to Lake's bay and Great Egg Harbor.

GRrREAT EcG HABOR AND DENNIS.~—Having crossed the Great Egg Harbor river, you find yourself in Cape
May county, and still among oystermen.

The Great Bigg Harbor river and bay, with its tributary, the Tuckahoe river, contain large and ancient seed-beds,
which supply a large part of this coast with all the seed transplanted. These beds have been greatly extended in
area since they began to be tonged, and db not seem greatly to suffer in consequence of the yearly raids made upon
them. In the Great Bgg Harbor river several men have, within a few years, undertaken to raise young oysters by
planting cultch (shells) and catching spawn. They do not use this themselves, but when it is a year old sell it to
planters, who paid this year about 40 cents a bushel. There is no difficulty in securing such a supply of spawn
every season. The abundance of seed-oysters in this bay formerly is proverbial. I was assured by more than oné
person, that years go it was the custom, at the beginning of the season, to anchor a scow upon the ground and nob
move all day, Continnous tonging in one spot, from sunrise to sunset, would not exhaust the bottom. The seed lay
several inches deep, apparently, and from 100 to 200 bushels could be caught by one man in a single day. Now the
seed is far thinner, but the beds are spread over a largely increased area, due to incessant tonging.

Adjoining Great Egg Harbor and the neighboring coast is Upper township. South of it lies Dennis, which
stretches across to the Delaware bay, and is bounded southerly by Townsend’s inlet. My information in respect to
both is chiefly from Mr, Peter Watkins, a shipper, and one of the largest planters in the district.
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Dennis township contains Dennis creek and West creek on its Delaware side, both of which abound in a natural
growth of oysters every year, and in neither of which, eonsequently, is there any planting, more than perhaps a little
desultory “laying out” in tributary creeks for private use. The laws of 1857 forbade dredging for oysters in Dennis
creek, and forbade any taking of oysters from natural beds there ¢“to be sold outside of Cape May county”, with an
especial injunction against non-residents. The natural oysters caught there grow in the mud, in a crowded condition,
and hence are long, slender, and strap-shaped. They get the name ¢ Stuckups” in consequence. Theirshells are weak
and thin, because of an absence of carbonate of lime in the soil of the surrounding region. The water here is very
fresh; but the best of the full-grown oysters are annually peddled about the neighborhood, and regarded as of
superior quality as a fresh oyster. )

The business, then, of this district, comprised in these two townships, lies in the sounds and thoroughfares on
the eastern shore, between the mainland and the outer (Peck’s and Ludlam’s) beaches. The bottoms of these sounds
are muddy—some tongh, some soft—except upon the bars, which are hard sand. The ordinary depth at low water
is less than two feet, while the bars go dry every tide. Ogysters are planted in both places, but chiefly on the mud.
The seed used all the way from Townsend’s inlet to Great Egg Harbor, is for the most part gathered in that harbor
and its rivers. The price varies greatly. Planters used to give 45 cents a bushel, and got a heaping half-barrel for
measure. In 1879 they paid 37 cents, measured in a scant basket, and this year the price has been 40 cents on the
grounds, with 5 to 7 cents freight to be added. This is the year-old and larger clean seed, known locally as “ plants”;
the small “Dblisters” being little used here, since they never do well, nine-tenths of them failing to survive the winter.

Nearly every man who lives along the shore is more or less concerned in the oyster-planting, yet as a regular
business it is hardly more than ten years old. My informant counted 30 planters along the eastern water-front of
the two townships, but not all~of them depend upon oystering for even a majority of the support of their families.
There are none, indeed, but who also conduct a farm; many are concerned in the fisheries, others employed half
the year at the life-saviig stations, and another portion spend the summer-leisure in raking clams. A large crop
is not, therefore, to be expected from this coast, and it is estimated as follows:

Two planters raise 1,500 DUSNEIS . - o vu eneueseeaans comenc s caeaanaamnas anaaoe camaaamnnas 3,000
Four planters raise 600 DUSHEIS «aum e cacuas ioiret cecmee cmcmec cemmansemrarcmaamn caanann 2,400
Twenty-four planters raise 300 bushels. o cuuvn it aeiac e ica cmcvencn e nmmar s 7,200

12, 600

The planting of southern stock has not, as a rule, been profitable in this district. It is considered better policy
to wait longer for the more hardy but slow-growing Egg Harbor plants, than to risk the easily killed, tender but
more rapidly-matured, Chesapeakes. Although the original expense of planting the northern oysters is largely in
excess of that of the southern stock, the price received is larger in market at the end, and the risk of loss far less.
Yet every few years some adventurous spirit makes a suecess of his southern importations, and wins very large profits.
ThLis chance is alluring, and a thousand or fifteen hundred bushels are brought np every year from Virginia.

All of the oysters raised here go to Philadelphia by rail. They are prepared for market by the nsual freshening
on platforms at ebb-tide, and bring high prices. This season (1880) from $4 25 to $5 a barrel have been received
by the shippers, who paid the small planters $3 30 at the shore, or $3 50 delivered in barrels at the railway station.
The freight into the city is 40 cents, with an added 10 cents for cartage.

EARLY OYSTER-BUSINESS OF CAPE MAY coUNTY.—Before the railway was put here all the oysters (chiefly
natural growth) were sent to Philadelphia and New York by water. From the diary of Jacob Spicer, quoted in
Dr. Maurice Beesley’s Harly History of Cape May County (Geol. Surv. of N. J., 1857), occurs the following item:

There is at least ten boats belonging to the county which carry oysters; and admit they make three trips fall and three trips spring,
each, and carry 100 bushels each trip, that makes 6,000 bushels, at what they neat 23, per bushel, £600.

Six hundred pounds sterling was about $3,000; now the annual resources of the county in oysters approach
$60,000 in value, and the shipping involved on the ocean shore of the county alone, consisting of a dozen small
vessels in the Chesapeake carrying-trade, and perhaps 40 sail-boats for local serviee on the beds, are worth not less
than $30,000. A portion of this wealth, however, remains to be accounted for.

OYSTER-FLEET OF THE BRIDGETOWN DISTRICT.—The custom-house of the distriet is at Bridgeton, and the
collector has taken the trouble to furnish me with a complete list of the vessels oystering and registered in his office

-in 1880. The district comprises all the coast from the Tuckahoe river, Cape May county, around to Alloway’s creek,
in Salem county, and the list is as annexed:

OYSTER-VESSELS REGISTERED AT BRIDGETON.

: SCHOONERS,

Name. ‘ Tons. Name. Tons. Name. ) ) Tons.
A S Mulford - veececvennanmers veanns 24,81 ATCHIC vucees vemee cem e immaae maan 34.82 D. C. AdAINS. e aeeenacatimmann cnnnnn 29. 59
Alice C.Ogden .. .ooecaeccmmeiiann, 34.39  Calvin DilkS.cvee covevannne sueeones 25.62 D P Mulford.coeeeeemeeancmnnannoan 27.00
Alice M. RidgWay- ceveen avann nnnns 926.08 - Caroling H. Mears..oe. cee- ausmatemne 32,06 DOVE . ooemtineieconmiianeenacaae ees 22.20 -
Almedi ... ... .. ienemmaem—nas 91,51  CaShier. . s ceoecree e iaicae coaeammann 24,49 B, FOWIET wouenmcronncnsiencnnnnaaae 30,85
Annie G, MoOTe . .eovonvmmmnn cemewnnn 97.97  ChATher - oo o ianaan s e 22,64 EADaA M, LOTO .. ceacicnan camnne i 33.71
Anna Mary NeweomD .acivenceanam-s 29.11  Cecelia B. Sheppard. ..oceeouooeoo.n 99,98  TIANOTA - -vvnanmms mennsacnemsmnens 33.23

Amanda'B. Lore ...... O 21,30 Dawning Light .. ....... e anenanne 92,67 Elizabeth B .uceeeumumenannece ceanes 21.78
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Name. Tons.
BISWOLH wavn e oe cemeeee eenen '96.36
Equal Rights « coceeecnmiiiianann on. 25.25
Faleon ceve e iaman-. eeenacea e 21.28
G Gandy . .ovncen ciieciacccee e 20.11
G W, CriSt eecee e cemeee e 21.81
General MeClellan ..ceoveeeeeinn anan 23.81
General Palmer. oo en veeenceeaenn 206. 42
Harriet Smitlh coccae cenvrmnanecaen.. 7.46
Hannah and 1da cave ceeee ceeacn eeus 40, 68
Hattic R. JOUNYON Jcmmencrmerecnan. 20,13
Jda Marts cecees cocecmae cammneenon.. 24,98
Irene A. B, Crawford.ceaeneeneaonnn. 20, 86
J.B. Tanlane . cececs ceeeevanccn wenn 25.16
Jacob Rivell ..o ool 35. 61
James I Nixon .uovevmocannancan. 82,27
Jennie R, FOW .o oeniicaeiiccnimcnns 25, 84
Julia B iooaot e cee e 25. 96

SCHOONERS—continued.

Name. Tons.
LaUTa PATSONS vame eeceen emcne samnns 24.59
Lizzie M. Weaver aeeeeeeiaauae caeaee 33.42
Mary A. Rogers........ PR 24.03
Mary F. Sheppard ceeecceaieaeonena. 32.06
Mary H. Lake caveeeveuacenraacnan. 31..83
Mary W. Mears - oo vivecnnncncace-. 34.12
Mary A, Hand .acvee vamceeaonmnnnans 33.55
Mary & Margaret.. .cocewcvannecanan 21. 34
Marcus L, GodfTey oceeevcacan ccnnan 24.17
Mattie L. Ford..coen eevancan cuuea. 32.20
U [cTS1-Tch 1 o LY 23.34
Milton R. Studams.....cueamncaanns 59. 59
Nettio and Lena oavee cavamnvanannns 31.89
North Star.cocccencecnitianoecanuns 20.10
PriZe o it cia i ciiaicacnnn e 28. 61

R. Blackman . free mmenaa 20,08
R. D. Bateman -c.c.oeeaeeeacecaeoaae 20,51

THE FISHERIES OF THE UNITED STATES.

Name. Tons,
R. S Burmey.cceee cecacavncovncannnn 24,96
Richard B, JONES. o u. vamieimen anene. 93,97
Richard VanX .oeeveceenimcmnncanan 24,63
Sallie and Ceold weeeee oo oo ian 32,00
Samuel P. Dutton- coceeicaanencnaos 20,99
BenAtOT . e e e e m e a e 4,7
Snow Flake .ceeevvncnnnmoanaiaoan. 35.4
State Rights «coecavman aciscaunaaaaes 23.18
Sarah Blizabeth .. .ccereecacnanaanns 26. 00
8. C. Kemble - cemmiiciceenieaenseans 26,15
T. B. Husted eveeeevomone canncnunn.. 27.08
T. O. LodoW cevmmr cnmemeamiameaacnns 24,86
Tidal Wave cemeemveccceamamecnnanan 30. 66
Village Belle «aueoemnvmaaananoi. 28, %6
Volant ccvveevome e e anas 26.28

‘White Wing cuveee vanmmrne camncnacas 22,76
William C. Lore «ueeuecoan cncman annn 3L.8

Most of these vessels are new, and cost $5,000 each. A present valuation of all, however, would reduce that
amount to an average of $2,000, which would make the total $144,000.

Name. Tons.
ACABLA wre i iac e e 13,97
A HOHDES cecmee e ce i e 8.31
Advance....ecceuceecevcmacanceaco. 6.55
Addy Lie6nemsncen i crcmnenemeee eaa. 6,02
Alice M oo i e e e 14. 65
Amanda & David ..o coeeooanes ol 13.99

Anna B i e i e caee e 7,90
ADNA M eeee e e — e s 10. 44
Annie N. Carey.ceeme corevcmenaannn. 8.24
ANNIe NOALY wcve ccvecemac cnanan anns 9.36
Annie Maceaarcunnan . 5.11
ATetic comn ce i i e e 11.46
Bay QUeEN . cun seeman e eieeea e 19. 48
Belle s viicacunccncaetivme s e 16. 56

Bell Sage.ceneveeman cnincmacae—an - 1010

Black Dart ceeeccecvciacciacanaae 7.30
Callena. covviauann onn e eenn wmeecmmann 12,62
Charles T, Sheppard co.ccevennnaan. 14.98
Charlie Smith .oacooocaeaaoi oot 18,52
Caroline «o oo ceeeon cearcccceain e 17.81
Carrie M, EAwards.cceeeemaacerannan 6. 56
ClaTa . veee e ceie cmcccrscanar e ccaans 14.07
COH K 1 eeece e e e ceeeemmans 11.05
B S5 111 14.72
Daniel B occnimamm e cieevcemacaa 14,81
Daniel B. Harri8 cceeer cvaeneven vuns 14,96
Detettor.cn e ce e iiain e cia e 17.08
DOV - ciee cumcceaccn cacams sancan aaea 9,43
Beho vemme amee i e e iicae aeaa 6.13
Bl C e vecace caeeciimvamcne aane 8.36
Bla D i cereireacr e 14.05
Ellen H, Weah .ven ceneraneneeaacaen 9.58

Eliza Carligle - ,ocvpnvpecmnvccana .. 6.74
Elmira H. Leke..cueeeceeecveeaennn. 9.95

Emily R. Green - cveeeeimmave cenannas 14.04
Emily and Rebecca.cuenvnunn demeas 10.79
Franklin S . oo mirmca e iaeans 18. 67
G. H. Vansciver. cuceeeeacanearaanae 13.72
George L, Broom.. .ooveiuavanannnas 17.90
George & Morton . oooveaai ool 16. 67
GlAC oo et scecms are et vcmra e e 9.63
Golden Feather. .covocoviomanaaua... 7.57

H. Schellinger cc.vcevamevnvinneanann 11.30

Hannab M. Bell - .. cucavvmceancca. 6.30
Horry C ceeeervenen e ammnma . 7.97
Harriet BIneer . ovceeioeoniinanaan. 12.03
Hattio Beuaarvunnn. e aan 5.56
Henry and Howard .......io.ooceoe. 14.31

© Henry S, Laatts - connsinirmemen mnnn

SLOOPS AND SCHOONERS UNDER TWENTY TONS.

Name. Tons.
108 ccaeancnnn- tmmeme e m—en aannan 7.77
Ida Florence....c.ceeeeecunen- PR 9.61
Tda May «cemme ccmecmvece e ememce e 11.62
James D. Godfrey.o.uecoercocneannn. 15.95
James W. Nale.oeonn ioneroavanas e 6. 63
James Howard.-ceee cevocenemeneaaas 11.51
Jacoh B. Lee.cues coneieeie e eean 6.50
Jesse L. Rutter ... coceocvieaianana. 6,24
John P. Prifold . c.ooovemecivcn oo 19. 59
J. Lippincott «coae mmveamercananiaos 10. 33
Joseph J. Dughan —ceceeecneaaaana. 6.28
Kate and MeliBSa - secvue cecn cmcevans 13.73
Kate and Sarah ..oevoeveervnvanenan. 15,29
Laurel cooceei i e mae e 15. 66
Leader «oceuecomenomccanacnm e annas 7.84
Leader oo coeeicaaane oo ceea e 14. 85
Lillie D' ccoces aiacns cnscas amemennnas 17.21
Little Giant soceew cocnunoucas SRR 9.03
Lititle HAITY cocmes crance cnemmenenman 6. 64
Little MOSES ccvvur cocr vrneaananennan 5,70
Linnet ......... e eeemtanem e 5.82
Lizzie LiDer «ocucocvvr vnmmee camvmen 14. 63
Lorell H. ShaIP..cessecacenmeesaann: 7.85
Tuey P o e iieiieiae meea e 10,96
TCY ceeneieccntncmee s enemce nae 14,47
Lucy TOrner-. cc oo cocemevuce e vavue. 16.27
Lydia B cecemeimmcmeiamcenimcmme aane 14. 84
Lydia and Sylva ceeees covnmeranaeans 15.83
Lucy HOPKING covn veee mmesanes vocaen 9,50
M.P.Ogden..ccvecrvimenenmunncan.. 10.50
M. and W, Robinson .c.oceweocnevnnn 13.73
Madora & Emma ... .ooovocaaoo. 8.98
Maggie D.iveceinncncsamcanacninaea 9.85
Mary B, Davis .o cecome ccccrcananne 7.39
Magnolia . oo coeecinicen s nean 16.97
Mary A. Biekley seaenecuccne camaan-n 13.23
Mary & Phebe.. ceaeinmaecnnnanoaan 11.61
Mary & Bliz0iecue cceennienuencnunnnn 10.19
Mary Ella vowcee cemmimenn ceene cmen 7.61
Mary & EmMma.cce covveecncenacamenn 19.54
Mary & Blen .. cocervirmmn vmneanen 6. 61
Mary FanS.ccucece caccmenncncasanacan 6.76
Maria & Francis........... (R 16. 67
Mary Ann ooovainuciamenen cnannaan.e 10,55
Martha R. oo iiiaci i et caneae 7,89
Martha C. Campbell .v.ownnercnnanan 15.25
Margaret Hall .. ccueenariniananss 9.43

8, 04

Mattie HOIly . cvoer aiees e eeenenen

Name. Tons.
Melvina «ccccn cueacmcevaamcnconeannn 1199
Morris R Lie€- vavnvavacs cannmavnnnnn 6.33
Nellie «ovoencmccmee e eececemceaaaa 1193
Nip Cab ceumen vein it icic e 7.53
Northern Light « ceve vocacn caemanann. 18.69
Only S0m cevinimmecmeme e e
OLegon vevaeccnn van- '

Passport .
Pathway cecaenvamamecneceecciec e 18.08
POl cocee e teccmicceni e 16. 57
PHOb oo e e e 8.43
R.D. Mitehell coonenneimae e e 7.30
ROy e e et e 10.82
Rattlesnake .ccoeeaccmceoacannananns 6.37
Rebheces cnmeen ceace ceamae s 16.13
ReDecea ccvvur tamvancanacecanccnanns 6,17
Richard Silsbee - cceeeeceeaeeaacano.. . 7.48
Ringgold - o cccnmmmecie e e 19.38
Rollin 8 cos e e e aaeas 12,03
Sarall CoX o cvnrecemcccmccccrnnaans 1143
S2rall JANe ceccan i ie e 9.82
Sarah Jane - .o ccie e i 9.52
Sarah Sullivan.cceceee covaccmecaann. 16.22
Sarah & Hannah. . c.ooeevcannaonaan 18.24
S FlOWET voveeeiveecccecmanncans 8.98
Samuel Hanners —uee ceeevoencencannn 10.45
Sharp Shooter. - o eeeeaecraaananan 6.11
Spencer C ..o iciniiat e e 8. 47
Star of the West .occoeveuoueo.n. ~. 18.94
Star Light.. cavens vemmasccmencnanas 5.24
BUL e ie e e e eemeee v e 16.19
[ 1 YN 9,62
Trador camue oeeenneaamananns aeana- 12,56
Trade Wind «ccv ceeceeccccancanncass 6.32
Trimmer -cceeeeceee cmccccmccacanan- 7.63
Thomas R. BOITY -vuneecnecencnn-as 9.98
Two Friends.. coee eeee cceemrercacans 9,02
Tryphenia -cve oo vcom e cenaans 16.99
UDION wene cmen cmenccve commce cromaenn 18.88
United Stabes: cuee caee cecmcamnseanen 15,72
Vandalio .o eoe e coce oo ee e caneoewane 19,82
Vigelance oo aeareecceecansmunnns 5.76
ViChOTY e cmea ccnamvcmn cmca cmme nme 10.69
War Eagle .oeeoceeveecececnnacnana 111
William A, Brooks . eccemeancecanan- 13.61
William B. FOSter..aecce acen sncaneen 9.56
William SteVeNSON an cavamann coeeaean 16.05
William Vanneman - .eewes eonee--ann 10,31
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Many of these vessels are old and of less value than they once were. They are all of remarkably pretty
model, however, and completeness of equipment. Experts assured me, that for those over ten tons (of which there
are 81) an average value of 8600 would be a fair estimate. This would yield $48,600. Probably the sum of $30,000
would cover the remainder. The discrepancy of 38 between this list and that of the oyster-associafion in the
Delaware, described on a subsequent page, is due to the fact that many of the association vessels are registered
elsewhere. Of boats less than five tons, and unregistered, there are probably 100 used in the district for oystering
and clamming, and their value would add perhaps $20,000 to the figures above, making a total of nearly $100,000
invested in floating property by the Cape May and Delaware oystermen.

MippLE AND VIOINITY.—Next below the district represented by Mr. Watking’ statements, foregoing, comes
the township named “Middle”, where I happily supplemented my own observations by the intelligent statistics of
Mr. Edward Hand. This district includes a great extent of sounds and thoroughfares upon its seaward shore, and
there are also opportunities for oyster-growing along the western coast. The general characteristics of ground and
methods of planting do not differ from those above. In this district there are enumerated about 83 planters, three-
fourths of whom may be said to support their families in this way. Thisis more completely true than in Dennis
township, because the business here is more extensive, takes more time, and yields larger results.

The Bay shore is occupied by 14 planters, all of whom use exclusively southern oysters. They are brought as
“ seed” (small) almost entirely from Hog island, and (of somewhat better quality) from Chincoteague. These men
own ten sloops, of from 30 to 60 tons burden each, which are used wholly in bringing oysters by the outside passage
from the South, not only for their own use, but also to supply the men on the eastern shore and below them, and
also to carry to Cape May or Philadelphia their own harvest, since the ocean-side men ship their crop by rail.

On the sea-shore nine-tenths of all the oysters raised are of small southern seed, the rest being plants secured
in the marshes about home (only about 4,000 bushels of this will be saved a year all the way from Townsend’s inlet
to Cape May) and in Great Egg Harbor. It will be seen by this, that the planters of this district have a different
idea of the profits in southern stock from those of Dennis. This arises from the fact, that they find their chief
market in supplying the summer hotels and population of Cape May, and can sell an oyster of inferior quality to
those raised in Dennis, all of which go to Philadelphia for “prime” trade. The argument of the ¢ Middle” men
is this: Last year (1879) we could buy Chesapeake seed at 18 cents, which became fit for market in two years.
For northern seed, at the same time, we had to pay 42 cents first cost and freight, and had to wait three years for it
to grow, all the time at the risk of destruction by ice. The selling-price of the two will not differ at the end in
favor of the northern stock more than $1 25 a barrel. A glance shows how much more profit lies in the southern
stock. One planter, a year ago, bought tolerably large southern seed at 38 cents a bushel. They are doing well,
and he expects that eighteen months after putting them down he will sell them for $4 50 per barrel. Granting that
be takes up as many bushels as he put down (highly probable), he will make $1 42 per bushel proﬁt

Of the planters in this township—

26 sell a present average of 1,000 Hushels & FeAT caunecen caaereaaotcieaas camace sccms nacn e rane cnenan aan 26, 000
67 sell a present average of 250 buishels & FEAL vevavecemrns camanecnne coranararunn somane craenanes vnne rmmnn 16,750
Total annUal CTOP nu e i e i io ce e et i e crcct cmte cecncmmem cnemen e enn mme aean e ——— e 42,750

The planters get $1 per bushel at the shore for their oysters this season, many selling on contracts previously
made with shippers to take their whole crop. A few send to market themselves. About one-fourth or ohe-third of
this crop goes to Cape May; the rest (chiefly from Delaware shore) is sent to Philadelphia.

STATISTICAL RECAPITULATION FOR NEW JERSEY (OCEAN SHORE):

Number of planters and ShiPPOIS e cev e e aarmas cecnnesocmes cume conamana nnrens sannne sosnanmrnsoamsnnnnns 855
Extent of ground cultivated ..ovw ccee ceinieer i i e e idencemec smnecmeec ccec bamaanna s acres.. 1,300
Valte 0f Sh0re-PrODOItY - - o cec nmwae toccms smmams cmemas camnen oma emmn amnens ama e cmmaen weme vmm.amnmae e $75, 000
Number of vessels and sail-hoats engagedl. coee meve cuenns anaeuna aucn cnnnensmrneecasennns sammss nmansncons- 675
Value of same, including small hoats, €t «oou v oo iimmiienmar savecmenconn cnve anenvmen nnen wasnnaen- $270, 000
Number of men hired by planters and dealers. ... cuceee coeeen seceimenara taemcevamcanereesmmsncenassamnss 150
Annual earnings Of SAIMe. ... cuecentammae ceaueacmeceeimeanaae cmeaenae—r emmaamaan amea s eon e o $60, 000
Total number of FANILieS BUPPOITEA - enn o mnoe amae mare eome ean veme cammne eeosn cmes ommcas Cen craa ceesmneas 900
Annual sales of— : )
L. Native OFBOIS <o vu cama vrunassvmanmns crsnecennanandonuesmnmnn saca maesmaes mawa«mue --<- - DUSHElS.. 250, 000
VAIUE OF SATNG - <o e - e eeme wams caem eamm cmme omme smem samnes annn cann mes eane sman smanmanacennranemnn-mnn $250,000
II. Chesapeake “Plants” ..oereecavenn accn revacmce vammnnnann  ema e ee e cmmemane anan amay bushels.. 77,500
TV AIUE OF SAIMIG -« e ec eee e ee e e aeas mmcm mems cae amne amme nean anmnee cannnarane vnanenneoane  $00, 000

Total value of oysters S0ld ANNTBAILY eus cuce comn cmc msetsasaec smnn sannorns nannnsssnens snnnorsnvenn=nswans $5L0, 000




e S

:
R
i
Ei‘
&
&

R xsw m

144 THE FISHERIES OF THE UNITED STATES.

M. DELAWARE BAY. - i
45, NEW JERSEY AND DELAWARE SHORES OF DELAWARE BAY.

BARLY HISTORY.—The oysters of Delaware bay were prized by the earliest settlers, and there are frequent
allusions to this resource in the early narratives. Thomas Campanius Holm, chaplain to Governor Printz, in 1642,
for instance, mentions ¢ various kinds of shellfish, as oysters, lobsters, sea and land turtles, cockles and muscles”,

Speaking of Delaware bay, more particularly, he says:

There are oyster banks and an oyster atrand all the way to Bomptie’s Hook [now Bombay Hook] on both sides of the river;
these oysters are so very large that the meat alone i of the size of our oysters, shell and all.

MAURICE COVE: TOPOGRAPHY AND OHARAOTERISTICS.—The center of the present oyster-industry in the
Delaware bay and river, on the New Jersey shore, is at Maurice cove, in Cumberland county, which is reached
by the Cumberland and Maurice river railroad from Bridgeton. This shore is bordered all the way by extensive
marshes, through which innumerable gmall creeks find their way from the interior, and which contain many open
places called *ponds”. Throughout these creeks and ponds, in the tide-ways and along the edges of the sedge-
plats and islands, oysters have always grown in great profusion. In addition to this the bottom of the bay and of
the Delaware river, from Cape May beach. clear up to and a little above Cohansey point, at the southern end of
Salem county, a distance of not less than 50 miles, is everywhere spotted with oyster-beds. The same is true of
the opposite (western) shore, which will be considered in another chapter. These oyster-beds are not confined to
the shallow waters near shore, or to the sedge-plats, but are apparently scattered over the whole bottom of the
bay. Even the ship-channel, 90 fathoms deep, contains them, as experimental dragging shows. How this might
have been a century ago I know not; but such is the present condition. In Watsow's Annals of Philadelphia, 1843,
I find some interesting facts stated in regard to this district. Mr. Watson says:

Having been at some pains to learn something of the present and past state of our oyster-beds in the bay, I have arrived at sundry

conclusions, sueh as these: that our fields of oysters, notwithstanding their constant delivery, are actually on the increase, and have
" been augmenting in extent and quality for the last thirky and forty years. This faet, strange to the mind of many, is said to he

jmputable to the great use of the dredging-machines, which, by dragging over a greater surface, clears the beds of impediments, and trails
the oysters beyond their natural position, and thus increases the boundaries of the field. These dredges are great iron rakes, attached to
the vessel by iron chains, and which trail through the oyster-beds while the vessel is moving over them by the force of the wind in her
sails. In this way many more oysters are dragged and loosemed from the mud than the rake will take up, and thus are left free to
propagate another future supply. .

It is said to bea false kindness to oysters to let them alone, as they did in New York to their famous “Blue Points”, by a protecting
law, which served only to have them so covered with mud as to actually destroy them. )

An old oysterman informed me, as an instance of the increase of oyster-beds, that he used to visit a little one, thirty years ago, of
one to two hundred feet long, and growing, known as the new bed. There is a field of size, also beds of size, off Benj. Davis’ point, and
Maurice river, New Jersey, and off Mahant's river, Delaware side. Since the formation of the Breakwater, lobsters and Dblack-fish have
come there in quantities, By and by we may expeet much increase of them there. It is discovered to DLe a fact, in all the ponds found
in the sedge marshes lining the two shores of the Delaware, that in them are found the best oysters, and that in one of them called the
Diteh, which is an artificial canal cut into the marsh, fine oysters are always to be fished out. It has been remarked by my informant,
and corroborated by others, that although oysters are found in salt-water, they will not bear to be removed to water which is salter.
Experiments have been made of hanging a basket of bay oysters over the vessel’s side exposed to the salter sea-water, and they lhave
been found to die in twelve hours. Hence the necessity of planting them in waters less salt, or at least not salter than their native beds.
Those caught after a copious rain are said to be much finer than those taken from the same place before the rain.

The oyster is of a tenacious nature, attaching its gelatinous substance to almost all bodies with which it comes in contact—such
as wood, iron, or stone. When they are found attached to glass bottles, they are always found much fatter for i.

Those who make a business of transplanting come early in the season, and carry them away in their boats to the inland waters
about Egg Harbor, ete., from whence they are taken in the fall quite fat, and carried overland to the city market and sold as Egg
Harbor oysters. .

Not all of this quotation may be wholly relevant, but there is so much in it that I have thought it no harm to
give it all.

SPECIAL LEGISLATION PREVIOUS 170 1856.—So important had the oyster-fisheries in this region become thirty

years ago, that they were the subject of much special legislation, which appears in the revised statutes of 1836.
These laws are substantially as follows:

SECTION 1. Authorizes the board of chosen frecholders of Cumberland county to occupy for twenty years, for the use hereinafter stated,
Maaurice river cove within the following boundaries: ¢ Beginning at low-water mark, directly opposite East point, in the township of
Ma.urice.rivar, Cumberland county, and running thence a south course to the main ship channel; thence by a straight line to low-water
mark, directly opposite to Egg Island point, in the township of Downe, in said county, and thence by low-water mark the several
courses and distances of the shore bordering on the said cove, and covering the mouths of the several streams that empty into said cove,
to the place of beginning.” But the “natural oyster-beds in Maurice river cove or Delaware bay, known severally as the Bast poiut
beds, Andrews’ ditch beds, the Pepper beds, and the Ballast beds, and the beds that fall bare at low tide, shall not be occupied for planting
oysters, nor dredged upon, nor shall oysters he taken from the said beds, nor from any of the rivers or creeks of Cumberland county, for the
purpose of planting (bus all citizens of this state shall have free access to them to catch oystexs for their own use)”, under heavy
penalties for violation. .

Src. 2 Atxth(?rizes the board of chosen freeholders of Cumberland county to appoint one or more persons, holding office for one year,
to stake off the said cove and make a survey and map of the shores and land covered with water, a copy of which shall be filed in the
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county clerk’s office, and ‘“to lay off and cause to be marked by stakes such subdivisions of said cove, not exceeding ten acres each, as in
their diseretion shall seem hest designed to promote the planting and growth of oysters; provided, the navigation of said cove bein no
wise obstructed thereby; provided, that no person shall own more than ten acres, and no company more than thirty acres.”

Suc. 3. And it shall be lawful for the said commissioners, after subdividing the said cove, as aforesaid, to lease the same at public
vendue to the highest bidders, for not less than one nor more than five years; the bidders shall in all cases be citizens of the state, and
shall pay the sum bid annually during the term of the lease. Upon the payment or sccuring the payment of this annoal rent, the bidder
shall be entitled to the exclusive use of the designated land for the purpose of planting oysters during the term specified in the lease.

SEc. 4. Makes the penalty for trespassing upon or removing oysters from the leased oyster-lots, without written permission of tho
owner, liability to treble damages; for second offense fine not exceeding $100, imprisonment for 60 days, or both.

8ec. 5. Enjoins upon the commissioners the enforcing of penalties and forfeitures against non-resident offenders and the collection
of rents due; after paying needful expenses and receiving compensation awarded by the board of chosen freeholders, the residue of money
collected shall be applied to the public school fund.

Sec. 6. The commissioners shall make an annual report, under oath, of their proceedings and money transactions.

Src. 7. Excepts all natural beds from the operation of this law, which took effect April 1, 1857.

SUPPLEMENTS.

Suc. 8. Every boat or vessellawlully catching, planting, and growing oysters on the flats and grounds of Delaware bay and Maurice
river cove, adjoining the counties of Cumberland and Cape May, shall be assessed annually $5 upon all boats and vessels not exceeding
five tons, and §1 per ton, eustom-house measurement, upon all boats and vessels exceeding ten tons. This assessment to be paid by the
magter of the vessel to the collector of the oyster-fund, between March 1and May 1 of each year.

Src. 9. Appoints G. Compton special officer, to enforce the law, at a salary of $500 per year.

SEc. 10. Provides that the said special officer shall occupy an office at Port Norris, where complaints of the violation of the oyster-
laws may be made. This officer may ‘‘arrest any person or persons found stealing oysters in Maurice river cove or Delaware bay, or from
the banlks in Maurice river, or in any of the rivers or creeks of Cumberland county; and any person or persons convicted of such offense
shall, for every bushel of oysters found in his or their possession, pay the sum of §1 50, and shall also, for every such offense, forfeit and
pay the sum of §100. Tt shall be the duty of all citizens, when ecalled upon, to aid the special officer in making seizures or arrests, and
any citizen, or captain, or commander of sail- or steam-vessel who refuses said aid shall pay $50 fine.

Src. 11. Appoints a collector of the oyster-fund of Maurice river cove, who shall assess and collect all ues from vessels ; shall issue
certified licenses, holding force for one year, to all captains of bhoats and vessels who shall pay the taxes heretofore required, permitting
them to engage in catehing or planting oysters; shall refuse licenses to all boats or vessels not complying with the conditions of this act;
shall pay the salary and expenses incurred by the special officer; and shall himself receive for this service 5 per centum of all monevs he
collects.

SEc. 12. The collector shall keep true records of his transactions, vecord all licenses, etc., and furnish bonds in $2,000 for the faithful
performance of these duties.

Sse. 13, Every captain, upon taking out the beforementioned license, shall take oath that he will at all times diligently aid in the
enforcement of the laws of New Jersey for the preservation of clams and oysters, and will promptly report to the special officer any
knowledge of any violation of said laws: and any captain refusing to take out said license and male said oath, shall forfeit his right to
cateh or plant oysters in Delaware bay or Maurice river cove, and if found doing so shall incur the penalties of a trespasser as heretofore
preseribed.

8zc. 14. The proceeds of all property seized and sold shall De paid to the collector for the benefit of the oyster-fund. (As a rule,
one-half of all fines are similarly appropriated.)

Sec. 15. All persons growing oysters in Maurice river cove are authorized to meet annually on the first Tuesday of March, at Port
Norris, and, having organized into a meeting, they may elect by ballot a special officer and a collector, to scrve for one year ensuing, at a
salary which may then be fixed ; and shall elect an auditing committee of five members, whose duty it shall be to examine and audit the
accounts and vouchers of the collector ot the oyster-fund, and report upon them at each annual meeting. This meeting is also authorized,
by the consent of tiwo-thirds of those present and entitled to vote, to raise a tax of $1 per ton per annum upon all boats of over five tons
measurement, in addition to the tiax heretofore imposed by this act ; said additional tax to be imposed for one year only at a time, and not
to be continued except by consent of two-thirds of the voters at a subsequent meeting.

SEc. 16. Whenever, at the end of a fiscal year, the oyster-fund, after expenses are paid, shall exceed $2,000, the collector shall pay
the same to the state treasurer, to be applied to the support of the schools of the state.

SEC. 17. Forbids catching oysters ¢ in Maurice river cove, or on any planting-ground in Delaware ba.y”, between sunset and sunrise,
under penalty of $50.

Sec. 18. Enacts that every boat or vessel lawfully catehing or planting oysters in Delaware bay, to wlnch a license is given (as
heretofore), ““shall wear in the middle of the mainsail, * * * anumber painted in black, 18 inches long, and to be designated by the
license”. .

Src. 19. Superseded by act of 1880, .

Sec. 20. Makes it lawful for any person who has been a resident of the state for six months to make a written application to the clerk
of the court of common pleas of the county in this state, where the applicant residles, for a certificate setting forth that the applicant is a
resident (as above), is not engaged in planting oysters or clams, but desires to rake shellfish within the waters of this state from the natural
beds in Delaware bay, and designating the boat which he intends to make use of.

Spe. 1. The clerk aforesaid having satisfied himself of the truth of the applicant’s statements, shall thereupon issue to him a
certificate stating the facts as above.

Skc. 22. Upon presentation of this cm-mﬁca,te to the oyster-fund collector of Cumberland county, it shall be the duty of that officer
to issue to the applicant, without charge, except for fees, a license to gather clams, oysters, and shellfish upon the natural beds in Maurice
river cove and Delaware bay, on board the boat named in the license.

8ro. 23. Stipulates small fees,

Sec. 24. Nothing herein shall affect the force of section 1 of the act of 1846.

THE OYSTERMENS ASSOOIATION : SPECTAL LICENSES.—Under this law an association of oystermen was formed
and is still in existence. EBach year the board of twelve directors, of whom Mr. Daniel Howell is president, fixes

the r?’ga of taxation upon the vessels in the association, which is deemed needful to cover the expenses of the
——0 .
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association. The chief outlay and main object of the agsociation and fund, is the providing of a wateh-boat and
police crew, which shall watch the beds in the cove against thieves and arrest all boats that do not show, bya
number in the middle of the mainsail, that they have a license. Last year (1879) from 227 boats licensed, about
$2,000 was collected by Mr. Benjamin Campbell, the collector at Port Norris. This year (1880) the fee is 50 cents
per ton, custom-house measurement, and the total fees will amount to more than before, since 255 boats are already

licensed.
The license given by the association reads as follows:

Special license, No, —.
By authority of the state of New Jersey :
of county, state of New Jersey, having paid the sum of dollars, license is hereby granted to the
said to catch, plant, and grow oysters in Delaware bay and Maurice river cove, in the state of New Jersey, one year from
date, in conformity with the provisions of an act of the legislature of New Jersey, entitled ¢ An act for the better enforcement in Mauriee
river eove and Delaware bay of the act entitled ¢ An act for the preservation of clams and oysters’, approved April fourteenth, eighteen
Lundred and forty-six, and the supplements thereto”, which aet was approved March twenty-first, eighteen hundred and seventy-one.
This license is to De used by the said as captain or commander of the called the , of , state of New Jersey,
of tons burden, and numbered —— in the middle of the mainsail. .
Given under my hand and seal of office, at this — day of

eighteen hundred and eighty ——. °

. [nes]

Annesed to the counterpart of this license, which is filed in the office of the collector, is a printed oath, by
which the captain swears that he will obey and help enforce the laws of the state for the protection of the oyster-
fisheries, upon all oceasions.

The obligations of living up to these regulations are avoided by many irresponsible boat-owners, who, rather
than pay the assessment and enter the association, prefer to take their chances of arrest, and forfeit whatever
advantages the association may have to offer. The watch-boat is therefore kept busy looking after home
delinquents, rather than thieves from abroad. The captain of this watch-boat receives $130 a month pay, and
provides his own crew out of it. He carries three to five men, but in case of any emergency calls upon anybody
at hand to render help, and he is bound to obey. i

In the case of the oyster-boats controlled wholly at home, it is a general rule that the men go on shares. The
vessel takes one-third of all receipts and the crew divide the rest, paying the captain’s ¢grub bill” in addition.
If each man makes $500 a year by this arrangement, he does very well. The crews are made up of residents of the
state, at least of residents of six monthy’ standing. When a crew is hired, the wages are from $20 to $40 a month
and board.

As usual, where the oyster-business has become of great dimensions and planting is carried on on a large scale,
there are a number of persons who are, to a greater or less extent, deprived of real or imaginary benefits and
privileges which they enjoyed under a more primitive condition of things. From the inclosed river and ponds,
and also from the outside waters of the bay southward of Egg island, large numbers of large-sized and sweet
oysters have always been taken and sent to market or peddled through the neighborhood. When planting-beds
were so greatly increased in Maurice river cove, the shore-people found that the diligent search for young oysters
through the marshes, and the persistent dredging during three-fourths of the year, were sensibly diminishing the
supply of marketable oysters attainable by the small open boats. Of these there are fifty or more owned along
shore. They are too small to come under the association’s tax; do not belong to planters, but are owned by men
who live near the shore, and gain a large part of their livelihood by tonging and hand-dredging. These people,
owing to misfortune or improvidence, are too poor to plant; but can do well if they are allowed to catch all the
year round in the southern part of the bay, where all the oysters taken are of marketable size. For the protection
of this class, thercfore, against any possible rapacity of more fortunate and powerful neighbors, the legislature this
year passed a law which gives general satisfaction. This makes it unlawful ““to catch oysters from any of the
natural beds in Delaware bay, north of a line bearing southwest from the mouth of Sow and Pigs creek, in the
county of Cumberland, from the last day of June in each year to the first day of April in the succeeding year, and
1o oysters shall be canght south of said line for the purpose of planting at any season of the year; and any person
offending against either of the provisions of this section shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor”. Punishments
are a fine of $100, or imprisonment, with forfeiture of the craft and all its furniture.

OYSTERS AND OYSTERING AT MAURICE COVE.—A large part of the oysters sold from Maurice cove are of
natural growth and do not become improved by transplanting. Many of them do not even require to be freshened
‘on the “board-banks” before being taken to market. This is the case with those obtained off Egg island, These
excellent wild oysters are dredged from all depths, six to eight fathoms of line being the ordinary amount used,
hqwever. Successful dredging has been done, however, in all parts of the southern half of Delaware bay, even in
mld-channel, where the water is more than 500 feet deep. This deep dredging is unprofitable, however, and 106
practiced; but that oysters exist there has been shown by experiment, as I was positively assured by Daniel T.
Iowell, esq., of Mauricetown, who gave me many interesting notes upon this region. :

‘ While the dredging for natural oysters can only be done by the large boats properly fitted with improved
windlasses and deep-water apparatus, large quantities of seed are furnished the planters from the creeks aud
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marshes, by men who pick them up or tong them, using small boats. This seed varies according to locality. In
Dividing creek and southward it is very poor, with thin shells, and is used to be replanted in inclosed ponds.
From the Maurice river and northward better seed is brought, and good, natural-growth oysters are tonged up and
sold to wagoners, who peddle them through all the southwestern counties of the state at from 50 cents to $1 a
bushel. One man in Mauricetown, who worked alone and in an open boat, is said to have sold between five and
six thousand dollars’ worth of this stock in a single seasoun, recently.

The limit of natural growth northward on the New Jersey shore of Delaware bay, is a little above Cohansey
point. All along the shore from here to Cape May the growth is solid, but out in the middle they grow in isolated
patches. All the northernmost beds are useful only as seed, and the protective law hitherto quoted was made in
the interest of about 1,000 families, who find their support in oystering along shore. This estimate of the number of
families supported is probably too low, and is derived from a pretty exact estimate of the number of men employed
in the vessels, obtained by the following survey:

In planting on the Jersey shore of Delaware bay, or, in other words, in Maurice cove, it is entlrely fair to
estimate 300 boats engaged, since 255 are registered, and about “fifty, under five tons, are regularly working
unregistered, though all these do not plant, while there are several others of large size which .defy or neglect
registration. Most of these 300 boats are of good model and excellent build, as has already been hinted. ‘Some
exceed 40 tons in burden, and an average value of $1,000, big and little, is not too high. This would give $300,000
as the total worth of the fleet on the western shore.

Now in planting native seed in the spring, for no southern seed of eonsequcnce is put on the eastern shore,
each of these 300 vessels will put down 20 deck loads of seed; at 400 bushels to the deck load, this sums up
24,000,000 as the amount planted, in 6,000 trips.

These planting operations, and the subsequent marketing of the crop, cause the employment in these 300
vessels as crews, during ten months every year, of no less than 1,500 men, at five to each craft. All these are
required by law to be citizens of New Jersey. They receive an average of $25 a month and board as wages; and
since it is impossible to separate those who work on shares, from those who accept a salary—something which is
incessantly changing—it is safe to calculate as though all were hired. Fifteen hundred men at $25 a month, for
ten months, gives the sum of $375,000 annually expended as wages by the owners of the Maurice cove beds. In
addition to this the board of the crews, at the rate of about $40 a month in each vessel, aggregates $120,000. The
cost of repairs upon a vessel engaged in such a work as these are, and of their size, will be stated low at $300 a
year for the first five or ten years; I believe it to be more. At that rate $90,000 a year, in cash, is paid out for
“running expenses”. .

If you should ask one of these planters how his crop ecompares with the amount of seed he put down, probably
you would be told he could not tell. From much study of the matter, I believe the following statement to represent
nearly the truth:

To bring the oysters raised on the Jersey shore of Delaware bay to market, each one of those 300 boats malkes ten
trips a season, and on each trip brings 500 bushels. Thisis an average estimate, but it is so far below the line of
safety, in my opinion, that to the total I propose to add 17,000 bushels, in order to get a “round” figure. Multiplying
3,000 trips (300 boats by 10) into 500 bushels a trip, gives 1,500,000 bushels as the total of oysters that are sent to
the Philadelphia market by water from Maurice cove. By rail, as I have said, came 83,000 in 1879; but in 1880
this was reported increased, and to it may be safely added 17,000, making an even 100,000, or 1,600,000 bushels as
the total product.

Now what is this worth? I have used, heretofore, in general calculations, a dollar as representing a bushel.
It will hold from the Delaware capes to Boston See how near an actual calculation brings it here. All the west
Jersey oysters that go to market are either ¢ primes” (first quality) or ¢ cullens” (second), and in the ratio of one
of the former to two of the latter. The ordinary price for cullens has been 80 cents, and of primes §1 50; adding and
dividing gives $1,033 as the average value. This, remember, is the amount paid to the planters, and, eonsequenﬂy,
distributed to a great extent at home in New Jersey, but not wholly, for a large part of the ownership of the oysters
is held in Philadelphia. Summarizing the foregoing produces the following tabulation :

Number of vessels «.uavvee-e. U S U 300
Value of 8aIMe - ccnv cecevceecnnoas cane amn @ emmeme cmmeieenesameesemaan smman.ana esemeen aaeesamacs nean $300, 000
NOIDET OF DOBES - < em e weae o a s w2 e cmm eemn mms m s mmaemaas e cmms amnane e amemmnanas S 800
Number of men emPloyed - e ceon e coremiae aeiane cee crietenmn e sameeansasann smane ananmane noes 1,600
Wages ($375,000) and board ($120,000)«naee wane weme sone seus cmee sann sacesnmmnmsssmnmanonseasaseeneaenn  §495,000
Amount of seedp]a,nted e ..-..-...-.__.......‘.............-...........'..,.-.-buShOIS« 2,400,000
" Amount of crop raised .. .....__............'.--._..__.__._.._.__...-..............‘........bushGIS.. 1, 600, 000
VUG OF SAINC .- - - e eccce s eme e e e aman same e mae e ne cama cmmmsanon anns aman smneamcs mmeecnscmesieamennen  $1,600,000
Amount of ground necessa,ry .......................................... Beevirnamnmee can o acres. .- 6,000
Probable ACHUAL VAILE - nn oo vons eaim cmnn cans smmcen cmcmenaracmmn camns smes venemmenoenesoeas aaoman $50, 000

WESTERN SHORE OF DELAWARE BAY.—Let us now cross over to the western shore of Delaware bqy, which
is equally suitable with the eastern, and has long been employed in planting oysters. The business now is on the
increase, but it is chiefly in the hands of Philadelplia firms.
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The natural beds of oysters—¢“rock-oysters” is the loeal term—are confined practically to the shore between the
mouth of Mahon river and Bombay hook. Though formerly far more productive, probably, than now, itis from
an area of little, if any, greater width that Philadelphia, and the states of Pennsylvania and Delaware generally,
have always obtained their oysters. Not forgetting this ovrea,t food-resource, in advertising the advantages of his
colony, the astute William Penn wrote, in 1683 :

Of fhell-fifh, we have oyfters, crabs, coccles, conchs, and mufeles; fome oyfters fix inches long, and one fort of coccles as big as the
ftewing oyfters. They make a rich broth.

In Smith’s History of New Jersey is quoted a manuscript from the British Museum, and written in 1669, which
notes:

Two leagues from Cape Cornelius, on the west side of the river [the Delaware], near its mouth, there is a certain creek called the
Heren Kill. * * # There are two small islands in it, the first very small, the last about half a league in circumference. * * * The
two islands are surrounded with a muddy ground, in which there grows the best sort of oysters, which said ground begins near the firsh
island, for the mouth of the channel has a sandy bottom, being also very deep, and therefore there are no oysters there.

The locality of this is evidently Lewes-Town, at the mouth of the bay. Somewhat later, under date of October
8, 1745, Kalm records that ¢ the shore of Pennsylvania has a great quantity of the finest oysters. * * * They
come from that part of the shore which is near the mouth of the river Delaware”. Three years later Kalm writes:

Aged people * * * complained here [Philadelphia] and everywhere of the decreafe of fifh. Old people afferted the fame in
regard to oyfters at New York ; for thongh they are ftill faken in confiderable quantity, and are as big and as delicious as can be wifhed,

yeib all the oyfter-catchers own that the number diminifhes greatly every year; the moft natural caufe of it is probably the immoderato
catching of them at all times of the year.

Only portions of this bottom, which extend over about 16 miles, are now productive when dredged, howeve,
and Capt. D. C. Montgomery, whose experience is very large, considers that 500 acres would probably cover the
total area of ¢ oyster-rock” in the whole distance. These beds are not now as productive as formerly, and are not
spreading to any extent. Thisis considered due to the excessive working of them in both spring and fall, combined
with absence of any dredging in early summer. They are thus allowed to become covered with drifted matter, and
coated with slime for several weeks prior to the spawning season (July), and are thus in no condition to catch and
save the floating young. As a consequence the greater part of the northern-born seed used is imported from outside
waters. South of a line drawn eastward from Mahon river the law (of 1871) recognizes no natural beds, “except
such as may not be more than three feet below the surface at an ordinary low water”.

DELAWARE OYSTER-LAWS.—The Iaws regulating oyster and clam catching and cultivation on this Delawars
shore are voluminous, and I quote them with particular care, as annexed :

STATE OF DELAWARE—DIGEST OF 1873—CHAP. 55,

SrcrioN 1. Forbids any person not a citizen of the state to take oysiers or elams or terrapins in the waters of the bay without having
o license, which license shall be granted at a cost of §50 by a county clerk of the peace, and shall be good for one year for the boat named.
Violation of this section shall be a misdemeanor, fined $50, and the boat and tackle shall e detained for trial before any justice of the
peace. Powers are given to sheriffs to seize, and penalties for resistance of process are decreed at length.

Sec. 2. Makes it unlawful for any person not a citizen of the state to take oysters, clams, or terrapins from any ‘‘river, oreek, or pond
within this state, and put them on board of any boat cr vessel not wholly belonging toand owned by citizens of this state”. Penalties for
violation as in section 1.

SEc. 3. All oysters caught in any suchriver, ereek, or pond (except MlSS]_)ll].lOn or Murderkill creeks), shall be culled at the place whera
they are canght; and the young and refuse oysters there deposited.

Sec. 4. Forbids taking away from any river, creek, or pond (except Delaware and Indian river), more than 20 bushels of oysters or
clams at one time; and no vessel in any waters of this state shall be loaded from any vessels authorized by this section to carry 20 bushels
or less.

Sea. 5. It shall be unlawful for any person to take oysters from any river, creelk, or pond in this state, hetween April 30 and September
1, or at any time to be planted anywhere else in or out of the state, or to use a dredge there. Violation incurs fines and confiscation of
vehicle and oysters obtained.

8Ee. 6. Prohibits selling more than five bushels of oysters from Misspillion creek to be taken out of the state.

Szc. 7. Any citizen of the state may appropriate fo his own use not exceeding an acre of bottom for planting oysters, and, having
marked the same by stakes or other visible boundaries, and planted oysters therein, it shall be unlawful for any other person to take

oysters therein growing, under penalty of forfeiting $50 to.the owner of such plantation. But no place shall be so appropriated whers

oysters are growing, or so as to impede navigabion ; nor shall more than 40 fect square of Lewes creek be appropriated by any person.
Suc. 8, Forbids laying out or bedding oysters on the flats, shore, or bank of any stream.
Sec, 9. Protects terrapin eggs.

Cuap. 551.

SmorioN 1. Every person or company engaged in the business of opening oysters in this state for exportation, amounting to more than

~ $500, shall take out a license.

8rc. 2. This license shall be granted by a clerk of the peace for $30, good for one year. ’

SEcs. 3 to 7. Instructions to officers, ete.
LAWS or 1871—Cmar. 9.

SreTIoN 1. All oyster-plantations, not exceeding 15 acres, heretofore made in Delaware bay, shall be deemed the possession of the

respective planters of them, and the oysters thereon shall be their private property, on condition that rent shall be paid as helema.ﬂer
provided, beginning May 1, 1871
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SEC. 2. Any person may appropriate nob exceeding 15 acres of the free bottom of Delaware bay, south of Reedy island and west of
Blake’s channel, for planting oysters, which shall be properly designated by stakes. This ground, and the oysters planted thercon, shall
be private property. ‘¢ But before any one shall avail himself of this privilege he shall apply, in writing, to the said collector for a license
for that purpose, and pay to said collector the sum of $26 as the fee and price therefor, and also the sum of $3 per ton (custom-house
measurement) for the vessel to be employed in the business of planting, The said license shall last only for one year. * * * The
privilege granted by this, and the first section, shall not embrace any portion of the bottom which is a natural oyster-bed, and has been
hitherto used and worked as such, nor shall it be extended beyond the mere right to plant oysters and hold them as property.”

SEC. 3. No person not a resident of the state, or a regularly licensed planter, shall dredge or otherwise take oysters from any public oyster-
bed of this state; penalty, $100 for each day’s offense and forfeiture of all boats and tackle. ¢ The fee for license to dredge the public beds
ghall be §3 per ton (custom-hounse measurement), * * * bub such license shall not be taken to authorize the planting of oysters.”

SEC. 4. “The different plantations shall be treated as numbered in the order in which the licenses to plant are issued under this act,
and the boat or vessel nsed * * * sghall wear that number painted in black, at least 18 inches long, in the middle of her mainsail.”
And also ¢“shall wear, in the middle of her mainsail, a Roman letter painted in black, 18 inches long, to be designated in the license”.

SEC. 5, For the purpose of protecting the oyster-beds in the hay, and those who plant oysters under this act, the collector of license-fees
is instructed to purchase or hire out of the money collected a suitable ¢ watch-boat”, manned by a captain and two men. She shall be
employed night and day from March 1 to September 1, or longer, and may call upon any other hoat’s crew to help her as a posse comitatus, in
the enforcement of this act against trespassers. The proceedings to be taken subsequent to arrest and upon convietion, with disposal of
fines, are fully stated.

SEes. 6, 7, 8. Instructions to captain of watch-boat as to powers and duties, and statement of form of proceedings against offenders,
and penalties for those who resist the police. .

Sec. 9. Forbids any one dredging in July or August, or on Sunday, or between sunset and sunrise.

Src. 10, Taking of oysters from another’s plantations is designated to be larceny, and punished accordingly.

Sec. 11, Forbids depositing oysters in any streams in this state and taking them up in July or Angust, except with tongs.

SEc. 12. An oath is required of every person taking out a license, that he will not violate or allow his vessel to be used in violation
of this act.

Sec. 13. A license applies to only one vessel, whose name must be stated therein.

SEc. 14, The governor shall furnish suitable licenses in. blank to the eollector.

8EC, 15, The collector shall be appointed by the governor of the state ; he shall tale oath of office and give penal surety.

SEC. 16. The duty of the collector shall be to enforce this act ; when so engaged the watch-boat shall be under his orders, and he is
clothed with all needful powers. .

Smc. 17. Creates a new justice of the peace at Little Creek Landing, Kent county, specially to administer this law.

~ Smo. 18, Compensation of collector fixed at 5 per cent. of moneys collected, not to exceed §1,000; of captain of watch-boat, $80 per
month ; and of crew, $40 per month each, they finding théir own board, to be paid out of funds collected.

SEc. 19. Moneys collocted to be for the use of the state, except what is needed for expenses under the act.
Szc. 20. Publication of the act. -
Sec. 21. In case of the use of a boat of only two tons burden, the license shall cost only $25.

' Laws or 1875.

SrcrioN 1, Instructs all oyster-boats acting under Delaware laws not only to cease their oceupation, but to be taken ¢ within the land ”
at or before sunset, and the captain of the wateh-boat must enforce this. A signal for retiring shall be given from the watch-boat; and
when that is shown there shall be an end, until sunrise next day (not Sunday), of all work npon the oyster-plantations or npon the publie
beds. Such signal shall be the lowering of the watch-boat’s flag. This flag shall be of navy-blue bunting, six feet by four in length,
with a diamond of white in the center, having a diameter of two feet between the points farthest apart. She shall always wear it at her
maintopmast head during the working hours, and she shall never leave the planting-grounds, but shall cruise up and down the same, if
the wind will allow, except when she is compelled, by foating ice, severe stress of weather, accident, or want of repairs or supplies, from
remaining in the bay, it being the design of passing this act, as it was of passing prior acts, that honest parties who plant oysters under
the shield of the state authority, shall be protected in the rights which were intended or are hereby meant to be gecured to them; and
that offenders against such authority shall be brought to condign punishment. ‘ :

SEos. 2, 3. Prescribes as penalties for violation of section 1, annulment of license, forfeiture of boat and equipment, and refusal of
license for two years succeeding the offense. The exact method of procedure before the court, in executing trial and penalties, is seb
forth at length. -

SuC. 4. Wheve a plantation license has been issued and a plantation appropriated, and the fee for any year is in arrear, no right to
dredge or dispose of said plantation shall exist until all the back fees are paid up, and no sale or disposal of an oyster-plantation, or right
to dredge it, or plant upon it, shall be valid until first approved by the collector, who shall not give his approval if, in his judgment, it
will be prejudicial to the interests of the state, or of planters whose plantations lie in the neighborhood. .

SEC. 5. No boat whatever shall be allowed to work, until her owner has complied with the law in regard to wearing her number, of
legal dimensions, upon her mainsail; and if she attempt to do so she shall be seized by the collector or captain of the watch-boat, and
held until her number is painted upon her sail. ‘

] 8EC. 6. It shall be the duty of the person for the time being in charge of the watch-boat, to report at once fo the collector all
violations * * * | and a failure to do so shall be a forfeitare of any wages that may be due him; and further, he shall not be allowed
any longer to have charge of the watch-boat, and his place therein shall be vacant * * * . The possession or having the care and
management of any oyster-boat shall, for the purposes of this act, be deemed and taken to be conclusive proof of ownership * * ¥ ,and
all persons on board of her at the time of such violation, shall be deemed and taken to be principal offenders, and be dealt with
accordingly. ' :

SEC. 7. It shall be the duty of the collector and the captain of the watch-boat to see that the name of any boat employed in planting
or dredging for oysters, is plainly painted on her stern, and failure to do this, ora conccalment of the name, ghall be punished by annulment
of license and a refusal of license ever after. :

SEC. 8. It shall be the farther duty of the collector and captain to ascertain, at least once every month, and keep a record thereof,
the name of the owner of every boat employed in the oyster-business, and those on board of her shall give it to him; and the name given
shall be taken to be the trie name of such owner, who shall beheld * * * an accessory before the fact to any violation o ® % of
this or the aforesaid acts, and liable accordingly. In case refusal be made to furnish the name of the owner, or there ghould be reason to
believe that the true name is not given, it shall he the duty of those officers, respectively, to immediately take tho boat itself into his
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custody, and detain her until the proper and right name be furnished ; and to that end he shall have power to call upon and requive, ashe
may in every other case of necessity, the sheriff of the county to aid him, which sheriff may employ any force or means whatever for that

_ purpose. «

Srcs. 9 and 10. No license to plant oysters shall be granted, until the applicant shall furnish the collector with a statement of the
boat or boats to be employed by him in the business, giving separate name and tonnage, and the name of the owner and the persons whe
are to work ler.

Suc. 11. The state treasurer shall require from the eollector * * * information, on the first day of June and September, of each
year, of the names and residences of all persons having license to plant oysters or dredge for them, and the names of the boats used in
the business.

SEC. 12. When the captain of the watch-boat has knowledge of a violation of any of the provisions of this, or the other acts with
which this is connected, ho shall proceed immediately to seize the boat or boats employed in such violation, and bold her or them in his
custody, until the collector has proceeded to enforce the provisions of this and the other of said acts.

Sxc. 13. Neither the captain of the watch-boat, nor any of her crew, shall receive any pay for time not actually and actively spent
in the discharge of the duties required by this act, and the act to which this is a supplement, but such time ghall Le deducted in the
computation of their wages.

8rc. 14. The captain and crew of the watch-boab shall be practical seamen, and part of their duty shall be to keep the boat, her
apparel, tackle, and furniture, in good repair and condition, and this without extra charge; and no repairs involving extra expense, shall
De made without the concurrence of both the collector and captain, and then only such as are aunthorized by law.

Sc. 15. The collector shall issue no license, nor permit any boat to dredge, until the price or fee for said license has been actually
paid, and the collector violating this provision shall not only he responsible for said license fee, but ghall, in addition thereto, forfeit a
like sum to the state,

SEc. 16, The collector shall keep a true, accurate list of all licenses issued by him, giving the name of every boat and captain
thereof, respectively, with the amount paid for each license, which list he shall publish in at least one newspaper in Dover, the first week
in April and October each year. ’

Suc. 17. The collector shall keep a separate account, in the Farmers’ banlk at Dover, of all moneys received by him for license issned,
and shall deposit weekly all moneys received by him therefor; and all disbursements which he is, or may be, authorized by law to make,
shall be by checks drawn on said fund in his official capacity.

Sro. 18. When the boundary stakes required by the act to which this is a supplement, have once been set, it shall be neither a defense
nor excuse for any person prosecuted for a violation of any of the provisions of this act, or the act to which this is a supplement, that they
were not standing or visible at the time the alleged offense was committed ; but if the person accused be proved to have taken oysters
anywhere but on his own ground, he may be properly convicted.

Src. 19. Repeals section 6 of chapter 363, laws of 1873,

Sec. 20. The sum of $300 is to be set apart annually, from the oyster-fund of Kent county, to the improvement of certain roads along
the shore. ‘‘And in order to facilitate such improvement, it shall be the duty of all oystermen to land and deposit their oyster-shells on
shore, at some convenient place to said road, so that they may e used in said repairs, and it shall be unlawful to empty or throw such
shells into the water, unless the distance from the place shall be so great as to make it unreasonable to land and deposit them as aforesaid,
of which unreasonableness the collector and road-overseer shall concurrently be the judges.”

Skc. 21. The foregoing act to be printed and distributed to owners of boats.

TUnder the operation of these laws there were registered, in 1879, 62 boats. The proceeds of their license-fecs
amounted to $5,324. The statistics for 1880 were not available in time for this writing, but will not greatly differ
from those of the previous year. Many of the boats take out a dredging-license only, and do not pay the extra $25
which entitles them to plant. Out of the whole 62 boats, only six or eight belong at Little Creek Landing, the
headquarters of the native oyster-business, and probably there are not more than a dozen sail-boats, employing 50
citizens, in all Delaware, owned and engaged in the shellfisheries, the remainder belonging at Philadelphia and
elsewhere. To a great extent, therefore, this trade is operated out of the same capital, by the same men, and
contributes to the same total means of support, as the West Jersey planting.

OYSTER-PLANTING: WEST SHORE 0F DELAWARE BAY.—The western shore of Delaware bay is the great
scene of planting the southern oysters, which are brought annually from the Chesapeake and intended for the
Philadelphia market ; but, for the present, I will pass by this, and confine myself to an account of the less important
business of raising northern oysters from native seed.

As no work is done during suminer, the oysterman’s year of labor begins on the 1st of September. It isin the
fall that he procures nearly all the native seed that he proposes to plant, and his time is very fully oceunpied at that
season. Though continual dredging is pursued on the home-beds where natural oysters grow, by no means
sufficient seed is gathered there to supply the demand along this shore. I was informed that the inshore creek
beds along the coast of the state furnished last year about 40,000 bushels of seed, which would count 800 to the
bushel. The off-shore beds, in the deeper waters of the bay, but within state limits, yielded about 170.000. In
addition to this, there were planted about 160,000 bushels of seed that grew on the New Jersey side of the bay, the
procuring of which, and sale by the J erseymen, was an evasion of the New Jersey law, and was managed in this way:

- The New Jersey law prohibits taking any seed from her beds to be planted outside of the state. The Jerseymen,

therefore, get a cargo of small oysters or half-eulled dredgings, and take it to the general market in Philadelphia.
If a buyer takes their cargo at a satisfactory price, it is regarded as no part of their business to inquire what he
proposes to do with it; nor can there be urged any valid technical objection to this proceeding, since the law does
not define what kind or size or condition of oysters shall be sold; or that oysters sold in open market shall not be
replanted by the buyer, if he chooses, outside the state. So long as he is not a resident of New Jersey, the law
can of course exercise no control over his actions in such a matter. This evasion, and its method, ave perfectly well
understqod by everybody concerned, and if there is a way to put a stop to it—the extreme desirability of which
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does not appear—no one exerts himself to do so. Another method in vogue, is, for the regularly licensed boat
and erew of some man, who wishes to plant on the Delaware shore, to run out with the day’s dredgings and,
under cover of night, transfer the deck-load to some old schooner chartered in the Chesapeake or elsewhere out of
this region, for the purpose. The ostensible purpose, if discovered, is merely the trade in these oysters, but really
she runs across to the western shore, and has thrown over her load before daylight, and returns the next night for
a second venture in blockade-running. The courts and the sentinels are very vigilant and strict, however, and
every now and then some of the Philadelphia men or some of the Jerseymen themselves are arrested and fined. It
is a widespread opinion, however, that some of the provisions of the New Jersey law are unconstitutional, being
violations of inter-state comity, and an attempt at jurisdiction beyond the state’s limits of power.. The plea in
defenge is, that when New Jersey entered the Union she relinquished none of the old eolonial rights reserved to her
under the king’s charter. It is not my intention to discuss this matter, which remains to be decided some day by
the Supreme Court of the United States.

The Delaware, or “western shore” planting-grounds, lie chiefly opposite the central part of the state, the
villages of Little Creek Landing and Mahon’s Ditch, close to Dover, being the homes of most of the oystermen.
There is some desultory catching in Indian river at the southern extremity of the state, but of little consequence.
The beds are chiefly so near shore as to be in less than 10 feet depthi of water, though some are as deep as 15 feet
at low tide. Various sorts of bottom occur, but stiff mud is preferred. In the course of a dozen years’ planting
on such a spot, the mud, by accumulation of shells and refuse, is converted into a solid surface. It thus is made
suitable for the deposit of spawn and the growth of young oysters, which, proceeding continuously, replaces the
formerly barren bottom with a genuine natural hed or ¢oyster-rock”. The title to the plot is not disputed,
however, as it would be in some districts, because of this change, and the ground becomes extremely valuable,
since it forms a natural nursery for the farm.

It is fhe custom to allow all northern seed to lie over two winters before sending to market. There are
oceasional exceptions, but to dispose of a native bed at the end of a single year’s growth is generally condemned,
and with wisdom. Under this arrangement, however, a large part of the plantation must lie idle every alternate
year; and in view of this, many of the Delaware men complain that the limit of 15 acres, defined by the state-law
as the size of a single farm, is too small. It may be, considering the fact that, as T was assured, all the farms are
cultivated at present up to their full eapacity. The growth of the business may now properly eall for an
enlargement of the privileged holdings.

TAKING UP OYSTERS: SEASON AND METHODS.—The season for taking the crop opens in September, and
produces from Delaware waters from five to ten thousand bushels annually of natural growth, large sized,
marketable oysters, but these are not always kept separate in shipment from the planted stock. In taking up
the planted beds of northern oysters, it is calculated that they shall yield, at the least, an equal measure to the
amount of seed put down. By count, however, there will not be more than half as many, showing that 50 per
cent. of the Dlisters perish. The profit, then, is almost wholly on the growth ; but as, after from eighteen months
to two years’ Waiting, the stock which cost, put down, say 25 cents, sells, bushel for bushel, at from 75 cents to
$1 25, the return is a very fair one. It is not always, however, that as much (by measure) comes up as goes down,
and I hwe estimated my total accordingly, at a deduction.

In the process of taking up a bed of oysters, here, each dredgeful is culled immediately on board, and all the
“trash”, that is, undersized oysters, shells, and refuse is saved, and at the end of the dredging is taken to the ¢idle-
glound” where a field of seed is growing, and emptied upon it. Much of this trash is alive and will mature.
When, six months (or perhaps not until eighteen months) later, this idle-ground is overhauled and culled out for
market, it will be found to have been considerably reinforced by the * trash”. A second good effect of this system
is, that it thoroughly scrapes clean the ground from which the season’s salable crop is gathered—an advantage not
to be lightly estimated.

The season ends about May 1, when the sloops cease taking any more cargoes to market, for lack of stock to
carry. Itis needless to say that nothmcr but occasional lots, by express, goes from this coast to Phﬂadelphm by
rail,

In accordance with the law, a watch-boat, in the shape of a fast schooner, once & pleasure yacht, and hence
comfortably fitted up, patrols the beds every day and at night, whenever any danger is expected, but ordinarily
comes into dock at Mahon’s ditch each evening.

A résumé of the facts given above, in regard to the planting of native oysters on the shores of the state of
Delaware, is as follows :

' Location of beds off Little Creek landing.

Source of seed, both shores of Delaware bay.

Market, Philadelphia.

Price, 80 cents to $1 50 per bushel.

Number of vessels (partially) engaged, 65.

Number of bushels ¢ natural growth?” sold, 5,000.

Number of bushels ¢ northern plants ”, about 300,000.

PR
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ENEMIDS AND DISASTERS.—The only enemy of consequence on these beds,. seems to be the .small borin g;sxzails,
hiefly Trosalpina, to which I have already frequently referred. The ovgrhaulm g'of the V\.’hole farn? once every two
. thf‘ee rears ou;ht to give ample opportunity to keep this pest well in check, if sufficient care is taken to pick
gﬁt fhe bgrérs of (;'ery kind and carry them ashore. quessapt attention to this, for a few years, by all the planters,
would practically extirpate an enemy which is likely at any time to bec‘:ome extremely destructive, . .

Starfishes are unknown here, and conchs not regarded as :my'*thlng'to be specially a,pp'rehended. There ave
several fishes, however, allied to the weakfish and the drumfish, Whl(ﬂ% a.;t {ntermls malke » raid on the beds and do
much havoe. OQccasional gales from the southeast also drift the mud injuriously. )

A strange manifestation in September, on these beds, is the abundance of thb‘b. is known. to the fishermen as
¢ gea-grapes”, and which seems to be the clustered egg-cases of some one or more.specl_es of §qmd. TFor a few day &f,
at the beginning of the season, these clusters of eggs so cram the dredges as to interfere with and delay {she work.
Moreover, a hard storm, or even the disturbance made by the movement of the dredge, causes them to rise to the
surface, so buoyant are they, and to float away, carrying with them the oysters to which they were attached
Considerable loss is thus occasioned at times. Otherwise they do no harm to the mollusks, so far as I know. !

This shore is exposed to a long sweep of the winds and is wholly unsheltered. Gales, formidable enon gh to stir
up the deep water in which the oysters are laid, are therefore liable to work great mischief. This is most likely to
occur in the antumn. Tor example, in the latter part of October, 1878, a great storm destroyed many thousands ?f
bushels by drifting them off the beds, or burying them under a bank of sand or sheet of mud. So violent was this
gale, that 27 oyster-vessels went ashore at Mahon’s ditch alone, and several of them were set high and dry upon the
marshes. Most of these could be relaunched by making a canal from their involuntary dry-dock; but one or two
never could be got back to the water without more expense than they were worth, and were therefore dismantled
and left to decay. .

PLANTING SOUTHERN OYSTERS IN DELAWARE BAY.—There remains now to be considered the great business
of transplanting and maturing southern oysters in the waters off this shore. Though this stock is chiefly owned
in Philadelphia and operated by Pennsylvanians, yet its consideration belongs properly here, since the beds arc
wholly in Delaware’s waters.

The statistics I give in respect to this, were furnished me chiefly by Mr. J. C. Cleaver, collector of the
Chesapeake and Delaware Canal Company at Chesapeake Oity, Maryland, and refer to the last half of 1879 and
the first months of 1880, completing an  oyster-season”.

All the southern oysters which are brought to Delaware bay or to Philadelphia, both for planting and for
immediate consumption, come through this canal, which leads from the Chesapeake. There may possibly be half
a dozen outside trips made (all from Chincoteague island), in the course of the year, but this is a small exception.

The vessels, as a rule, engaged in this traffic are wood-droggers”, schooners of light draught, and able to carry
from 500 to 1,500 bushels. During the planting season they will average about 1,300 bushels per load, but when
running direct to market, in winfer, carry only 900 bushels, the difference arising largely from an absence of any
deck-load in the latter case. The number of schooners thus used varies from year to year; but the number of
trips during the season reported upon by Mr. Cleaver, was 868. At $100 a trip, charter-pay, these schooners earned
that year, therefore, 336,300. Sometimes an even $100 is given to make the trip, and sometimes a rate of about
$10 a day is paid, but it amounts substantially to the same thing. In addition, the charterer pays the canal
expenses, consisting of entrance-toll, towage, and dues of 85 cents a ton on cargo, amounting in all to about $50.
The canal thus receives an annual revenue from this source of about $4,340.

The schooners range in value from $1,000 to $6,000. The owners pay the captain of such a schooner, wwho must
know all the little creeks and oyster-buying nooks along the whole Chesapeake coast, and be a capable man ata

bargain for his employers; about $50 per month. The men in the crews get $25. The provisions supplied by the
owners are said to be abundant and of good quality. t

Among this fleet are about twenty-five “role captains *, who own their vessels entirely, hire their own crew,

get cargoes from the south Wwith their own money, and plant on beds claimed and prepared by themselves.
Attending to their plantations personally, they bring their cargoes to the market in the fall in their own SCl0ONCES
or sloops, and leave them to be sold there on commission. They are thus both planters and carriers.

Dur:mg the fall and winter months most, if not all, of the vessels go directly to the Philadelphia market,
m}d‘thm Cargoes enter into the immediate consumption of the city. Sales are made from the hull of the schooner,
vithout unloading fnto a warehouse. The number of trips made for this direct market consumption, makes only
abouf one-fourth of the total recorded as passing through the camal. Threefourths of the oysters bronght out of
the Chesapealke are intended to be planted, and find their destination in the beds along the western shore of the
bay. The large dimensions of these receipts appear in the succeeding table from the Canal Oompany’s books:
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RECORD OF OYSTERS IN SHELL WHICH PASSED THROUGH THE CHESAPEARKE CANAL IN 1879-'80.
. From Virginia | From Maryland Number of oys-
During months— waters. waters. Total. tor-vosscls.

126,720 158, 400 176
30, 960 38, 700 43

.................................... None.

.................................... None
4,320 5,400 6
15,120 18, 900 21
41,040 51, 300 57
43,200 54, 000 » 60
33,120 41,400 46
45, 360 56, 700 63
145, 600 182, 000 140
166, 400 166, 400 332, 800 256
287, 760 651, 840 29, 600 868

| . For Philadelphia

From— Tor planting. | 3nq other markets.

Maryland Watery ..o coscie e ccaateascmrasaiseanataimacaaeesaanan it anaranannanan Meeeeaeeaummsaneanesseanancmannan- 488, 880 162, 960.

Virginia waters

215, 820 71, M40

The planting of this 700,000 and more bushels of Chesapeake seed, is not attended with any features greatly
different from the same industry and investment at Fairhaven.or Staten Island. When a load of oysters for
planting arrives from the South, the owner of the cargo sends on board the vessel all the men he has, and the
schooner then sails back and forth around and over the designated ground. The effort in loading is to have as
muely as possible of the cargo on deck. It is an easy matter, then, as the vessel proceeds, to shovel overboard ;
and as she is constantly changing her position, and the men shovel uninterruptedly until the whole load is
overboard, the oysters are pretty evenly distributed. An ordinary crew of five will thus unload 400 bushels in an
hour, for ﬁve or six hours in succession. Adding this expense to his first cost and charges, a planter, who puts
down large quantities, expects the cost of his various lots of oysters, big and little together, will average about
25 cents a bushel.

These Chesapeake oysters, it is scarcely necessary to say, are left down only until the succeeding fall, before
being taken up for market. They have then grown into larger and fuller proportions, and have assumed a far
better flavor than they originally possessed. Sometimes accident or circumstances will cause a bed, or a portion
of it, to be saved through the winter and not harvested until the second fall ; but this is rare, very rlsky, and not
attended by a large increase of profits. Making a recapitulation of the weﬁtern shore produce, I derive the
succeeding particulars :

STATISTICAL RECAPITULATION FOR WESTERN SHORE OF DELAWARE BAY:

Extont of natural ‘¢ 0Fster-TOCK? «anan veeasr cnce cmee cmeame cacnammscman tmmn oo e asamet caen - acres.. 500
Extent of cultivated ground, aboubi. oo . cumni i crieeaee e ne e tarecmns e tan s . acres.. 8,000
"Number of planters, not counted elSEWhere ... .oe.ieeennooeaeiama cibnceieee e e man 40
Number of men employed, ADOUD .- «ocaen uencos cmeeenaunmmn aamn cccesremne carasane cmeewman s amneaan 625
‘Earnings and board.......... remmes ceuanaman e e na oo raramaamas paaaanan e e $117, 000
Number of men partially employed....... 4 mee e et aamnaiecemateecaebeeamieamanrannn e 400
Earnings of SaIMe .o ccv. oo o ia i i i casncmeean e cean iy enamn emermcesanceman e $30, 000
Number of trips made after southern seed, abOUt.vas aers vaueme cammms cnaeeecucmceceae canacen s nan 620
Freight earned by SAMS ccaae coaeon veanar ceceamaacnas e eim miee masm e mas aman amEe mnenmamat mannanan—aan $62, 000
Canal charges O 82Me - ceen cernceecnavaacenannnn amme- e s e ameemaees emasecnsaneman ... $31, 000
Southern seed planted. o oce ceeeoien anceaann vuca e et tanmeeccmnaan s e e bushels. . 704,700
Cost of same, aDOUb.cocae cameaaannn veemeeeaeea . mmmeee—a———- S e emmeaaeaeemaannanns $176, 175
Northern seed planted...... .. ememeana- e e tae s emenean e e mmedameenn s bushels.. 370, 000
Cosb. of same, aboUb.«oe wves e aane caececean ame anas e el e an et e teemno————rean—- $150, 000
Southern oysters 50ld aNNUAILY - - accneoot ot it iaccne tmmnacaate et aaaan.an «.--bushels.. 650, 000
Valtle 0f SAME -« oo o e vaaes cccme cem e e e aae i mee e . N tme et e eareaea ey $500, 000
Northern oysters sold annually -.... U U Dbushels. - 300, 000
Valtle OF SAIMO . oo oo e eeesaseccsmmcnesacaneasmcan cecsacecae anaecansnan e amamame e, IO, vezen $325, 000
TOTAL STATISTICAL RECAPITULATION FOR DELAWARE BAY:
Number of planters, wholesale dealers, and shippers ......- reman s eaeenamacm e mnan e e 350
Extent of ground cultivated .o .. cec. coccimemer socen e mrmre cmme v e e me s eeea e aane acres. - 9,000
Value of same, about ... ....-.. s e e e e e e e e e e e T $15,000
Value of Shore-Property ... oc..eeeoscceececaanoancnn connas e deee e amvmm e mna e meeeamaeae . $123,500
Number of vessels and sail-boats permanently engaged - ..« «ceoinoiocaiaieeiecmmneeeaaan i en e eans 1,365

Valtle OF SAMO « .o e i ecesamcae cemaas cmsmns cmae cmmacs cmnaonacan smams PR, Meavamemtancucaacacccanns $350, 000
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Number of vessels partially engaged. ..o ceee oo iansvineancmvmms coicar et rieas ittt it e 100
Number of men hired by planters or dealers . ova.mecmeuerme mm o e e e e e 1,915
Annual earnings Of SAINE. ... . ove ceeaee cren coan ot e ameat e e s amaes oses nsesasss e e $614, 000
Number of sailors employed on Chesapealke VesselS...cuuure oo oimm e i cnici e 400 .
Annual earnings Of SAMIE . ..o weseue ean eanmmee cmen e emr e tmnieaes e e emamenaso oo mas ae $30, 000
Total number of families supported, ADOWD. ..o cao i tmmrs e caiaa e mcr e 2,000
Annual sales of— : o

T. NObive OFSHEIB .- v cneeceaecorecore munssamaasansmsnommnanmarscamesssonensnsnans neananas DUSHElS.. 1,000,000
VAI1E OF SAINE e e v vas wmeewacss cmen mamm aama wmsn cscs sama cooe sarsmans memame cesane cmscaseoa taanae $1, 925,000

II. Chesapeale Plants™. ... .c.cemee eereemensmas cnsasesesmcassmscnsnesnnce sans mesnanena. DUShels.. 650, 000
VALUE OF SOINE . vl avas sacnscan smansonmassmunemesaasmee oot monsans snme msnsomes manasmennasncnn $500, 000

Total value of oysters 501d AnNUALLY ..un e cavn cnmon cocrneacvineaaes samame camnas pras soeeveor mcn s $2, 425, 000

N. OYSTER-INTERESTS OF PHILADELPHIA.

44, THE MERCHANTS AND OYSTER-BUSINESS OF PHILADELPHIA,

PHILADELPHIA AS AN OYSTER-CENTER.—It will already have impressed itself upon the mind of the reader,
that this whole region is dependent upon Philadelphia for its market, and hence, for a large part of the capital
employed in earrying on the daily operations of the business. The city of Philadelphia, therefore, takes a
prominent position as an oyster-center, and deserves a careful survey. Yet here, more even than in New York, iy
the business centered and compact; or else it acts simply as a silent partner—a power behind the throne—in so
many operations that have already been described in the review of Delaware bay, that little remains to be said
except barren statistios condensed into small space.

The region dirvectly tributary to Philadelphia as a marketing point, extends from Barnegat around to and
including the whole of Delaware bay ; and it yields two millions and a half bushels annually, one quarter of which,
probably, are transplanted from the Chesapeake seed-grounds.

TRANSPORTATION AND ITS STATISTICS.—The transportation to the city from New York and the Atlantic
coast of New Jersey is by rail, as also to some extent from the Delaware bay shore of the same state. This supply
is carried almost wholly by three railways, the various sub-lines of the Pennsylvania corporation, the New Jersey
Central, and the Philadelphia and Atlantic City narrow-guage road. Railway statistics, in all cases, were given
me without hesitation by officers of the roads. The combined receipts reported by these roads for 1879-80, from
New York and New Jersey, amounts to nearly 300,000 bushels, counting somewhere near 70,000,000 oysters. These
cargoes weighed over 12,000,000 pounds, and gave an income to the roads aggregating over $‘)7 000. DBy steamers
from Baltimore, Nor folk, &nd Chesapeake landings, there were brought nearly 20 ,000 bushels, or perhaps 6,000,000
oysters, while the Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore railway eclipsed ail othel lines, by reporting rccemts
for Philadelphia (including Southwark and Gray’s Ferry) of 182,980 bushels in sheil, and 70,000 gallons of shucked
oysters. For these figures I am indebted to Mr. Charles K. Ide, master of transportation. Adding these two
sums, on the basis that a gallon is equal to a bushel, and that each will contain (of such stock as this road
transports) an average of 300 oysters, we find that 71,000,000 oysters is the number annually brought to the city,
by this line alone, every year. The net revenue derived from this freight in 187980, by this road, approached
$30,000, while as much more accrued to its treasury from other carriage of oysters not coming within the seope of
the present inquiry. '

Coming by sail-vessel from the eastern shore of Delaware bay, I find about one and a half million bushels
yearly, while the western shore of the bay produces nearly another million bushels, a large part of which are
southern oysters transplanted to those beds. Lastly, in winter, about 250,000 bushels are taken by sailing-vessels
through the canal from the Chesapeake to Philadelphia, for immediate use. A summation of the supplies from
all these sources gives as the total quantity annually handled in Philadelphia, as shown by the statistics of 1879
and 1880, to be in the close neighborhood of 2,680,000 bushels, or more than 800,000,000 oysters, worth, in round
numbers, not less than $2,500,000 at wholesale. ‘

DISTRIBUTING TRADE.—But, of course, only a portion of these oysters are consumed within the limits of the

_city of Philadelphia. A large part is distributed widely throughout a region which includes the Delaware valley,

the state of Pennsylvania, and to some extent the West, where Philadelphia competes in the shell-trade with New
York and Baltimore. The Pennsylvania railway, for instance, reports thatnearly 60,000 bushels went to Pittsburgh
and intermediate stations, in 1879, Pittsburgh becomes, thus, a distributing pajnt for its neighborhood, angmenting
this stock by large receipts from Baltimore and New York. Philadelphia sends to New York and intermediate-
points, by the same railway, more than 100,000 bushels, and Camden distributes ten or fifteen thousand bushels in
western New Jersey. There remains the draught made by the express companies and various railroads, from whom
there is no rep(nt To have ascertained, with complete exactness, the proportion of this two and a half millions of
bushels which is sent out again, and consequently the proportion which is left to be consumed here, would have
required weeks of time and needless trouble. But from all that T ecan gather in the way of data, I believe that the
city of Philadelphia and its large suburbs, which together contain 1,000,000 people, will consume annually an equal
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number of bushels or gallons, counting 300,000,000 oysters. This would require each inhabitant to eat about six
per week the year round, or a dozen per week for half the year. A single “stew?” would include this number; and
for the few who would not find upon their tables one mess of stewed or otherwise cooked oysters in a week, I believe
there are many who would see them in some shape every otber day for six or eight months, especially among the
working classes. . :

TFrORTS AT PACKING: SHUCKING: SHIPPING.—It has been found that the extraordinary advantage which
Baltimore enjoys in that direction, has made it useless for Philadelphia to attempt to compete in the packing-trade.
The few attempts that have been made have all met with ill-suceess. Some fresh oysters are canned here, however,
and sent out, chiefly to near neighborhoods. There is not enough of this done, however, to furnish employment to
more than 50 shuckers among the whole shipping-trade of the city. These are mostly whites, and perhaps half of
them are married. They come from the most ignorant laborers, and are reckless in behavior. Some are hired by
the week at $10, others prefer to work by the piece, and receive 60 cents a thousand.

The fresh oysters shipped are sent mainly in wooden ¢ huckets” of variable capacity, but often holding several
gallons, a large piece of ice being thrown into the oysters and the cover locked.

Tn addition to this there is some shipping of Maryland stoclk, opened at Seaford, Crisfield, etc., in sealed tins.
These are square cans, holding one or two ¢ quarts”, but the measure is somewhat short. They are filled with
four-fifths of solid oysters and one-fifth pure water. A ¢ case” of these cans may hold two or four dozen. The
cans are not manufactured in Philadelphia, but in Baltimore, where the large local demand enables them to be
made from one-half to three-fourths of a cent cheaper than elsewhere.

WHOLESALE TRADE.—The total wholesale trade of Philadelphia is now divided, so far as can be ascertained,
among about 50 firms, which, if all dealt alike, would give to each a business of about $60,000 yearly. Of course
there is no such equality. Most of these dealers are also planters, furnishing the capital with which their boats,
registered in New Jersey and Delaware waters, and manned Dy crews, residents of those states, plant upon ground
outside of Pennsylvania’s waters, and consequently held in some other name than that of their actual owners and
operators. A large partof all the floating and shore-property credited to the shores of Delaware bay, and estimated
in the preceding chapter, is really owned, therefore, in Philadelphia. To separate from this inter-state and
partnership aggregate the capital invested by the oyster-dealers of Philadelphia, becomes as great a problem,
therefore, as in New York. Some elements for the calculation appear in the following items:

Value of wharf-praperty devoted to oyster-vessels, exclusively, ADOUE «wearrcmmns mmmesmomen smmm memn emns $400, 000
Valnte of §heds a1d SHOTE-PIOPETEY +enn -iaccemmemumsoreamssmmasammmms msassororsoss soannensons cmmmns cms 100, 000
Valite of PErhaps 250 VOSSeLS, G1C .«vn nemnsamsne sasmme sarssammns mmssemsos onr sons srna s on s mun s T 300, 000
Tloating Capital.. oo «ecevass e en senssen smmmmeasas mane cmnaneaees pmenaan eemeemuswsuseen-- 400,000

But all these are hardly more than guesses, and it is out of the question, under the circumstances, to separdte
the oysters planted by Philadelphia capital from those outside of it, I suppose. It is perhaps safe to say, roundly,
that in the city of Philadelphia a million dollars are concerned in the oyster-business, outside of the estimates of
values already credited to New Jersey and Delaware. Of this sum about $400,000 consists of outstanding eredits
and the bank balances needful to be maintained by the dealers.

The fifty firms represent about 756 members. BEach may be said to employ an average of five men as clerks,
teamsters, and porters, amounting to 250 in all. . To this again must be added the 50 shuckers heretofore spoken
of, making a total of 375 men, representing from 300 to 350 families, finding their support out of the wholesale
handling of oysters alone in the city. )

RETAIL, TRADE.—As to the number supported by the retail trade, that can be approximated with even less
exactness. The latest business directory of the city gives: hotels, 150; oyster-houses, 376; restaurants, 441,
lager beer saloons, 1,452. )

Supposing we say, that in order to meet the demands of the guests for oysters, cooked or raw, these establish-
ments find it necessary to employ extra help as follows:

150 Hotels, 2 persons each ... ... T e emeeuteeme . 300
376 oyster-houses, 5 POISONS GACH «cv ooominvsmrscaorsons men rmes s m s o e e 1,880
441 Testaurants, 1 PETSON 6ACH -« < ccreriremes sammne mn s s smmmsams mes sm s en s e 441
1,452 lager beer saloons, one-half person OACIL <oce soraeanne svreae e cus fnan ama o 721
OO o e ce e ecmss e cammne sammanamaEcans amnnennemmer s e e mesenicenecnsammas 3,342

Add peddlers and curbstone-stands, 158 ... veoeamue sierrnnaranamn s ms o s e 158
3,500

Many of these 3,500 persons are women and children, some of whom, nevertheless, assist in supporting others
than themselves. In other cases various duties are combined with the service of oysters. But I think it within
bounds to estimate 3,000 families maintained by this retail industry. ‘ ‘

Dealings in oysters in Philadelphia are chiefly earried on at the foot of Spruce street, at the foot of Vine street,
and at the Brown street wharves. In each case the locality is determined by the presence of a large provision-
market, and the business in general fishing centers near it. At Brown street there is an association of the owners
of boats selling there for mutual protection on questions of wharfage and the like. Most of the business is done ab
Spruce street, where the Jersey boats chiefly go, and where some of the heaviest dealers haye their offices.
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STATISTICAL RECAPITULATION FOR PHILADELPHIA :

Number of planters, wholesale dealers, and ShIPPEIS .« - e veammonvememe meemeemes ee oo o 5
Value of shore-property ... .coocueeeeovooen ... e e e e e e e e e s $100, 000
Number of vessels and sail-boats engaged (registered in other States). ...ceeueeereenoioec e, 250
Number of men hired by planters or dealers. - ... ..cueesmrmnsemn oot oot iee e 250
Annual earnings 0f SAIMe <~ - weue iaun il ean e e e s $150, 000
Number of restanrant Servants, 66 . «--+ovemuiueeiie et e 3,500
Annual earmings of SAME. . «cvot vees weet e e e e $1, 000, 000
Total number of families SUPPOTtEd. .. eueeuen eae e eee e e e e e omeaan 3,250
Annual sales of—
I. Northern oysters....... e e e e i e et aanneanm. o nrane cmen mennr emm e bushels.... 1,740,000
Value of same ........ R e men ta e e eme e ememe aa e em et a ot o mmn e e oo $2, 000, 000
II.  Chesapeake * Plants” «..oo..o oottt et et e e e bushels.... 940, 000
Valtue Of S ..o . eoe et e e e e e e e e e $750, 000
Total value of oysters 501d NNUALLY .. ... ... ieoiesvm ceemel et eee veeeem e eeee oo $2, 750, 600

0. MARYLAND AND BALTIMORE.

45. OYSTER-FISHERIES OF MARYLAND.

THE INVESTIGATIONS OF MR. R. H. EpMONDS.—In respect to Baltimore and Maryland, the information to
be given is due almost entirely to the labors of Mr. R. H. Edmonds, of Baltimore, who investigated the subject in
the capacity of special agent of the Census. = His report for this special region was published in the Journal of
Commerce, Baltimore, of which Mr. Edmonds was an editor during the summer of 1880, and gave much satisfaction
to those who were interested in the matter in that city and down Chesapeake bay. If some of his expressions are
too enthusiastic, they can easily be pardoned. The men of Chesapeake bay believe that their waters cover the very
best oysters in the world, but my note-books eontain a record of a dozen localities, all along the coast, where the
same assertion is fondly made and sincerely believed. He is a wiser man than I, who attempts to decide among
their claims and, ex oathedra, to award supremacy to any one district.

I shall have little to add to Mr. Edmonds’ history of the oyster-interests of Maryland, and include all of his
report in quotation marks: ‘ ‘

GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS: INTRODUCTORY.—“The Chesapeake bay and its numerous salt-water tributaries,
contain prolific and valuable oyster-beds, probably about equally divided between the two states of Maryland aud
Virginia. Notwithstanding the great importance and value of the oyster-trade of the Chesapeake bay, it is a
subject upon which there has been no trustworthy information, either as regards its extent, the amount of capital
invested, or the past and present condition of the business. The legislatures of Maryland.and Virginia have, at
every session for many years, revised and rerevised the laws upon this subject for their respective states 5 but
have always been content to work in the dark, knowing nothing practically, and never seeing the value of obtaining
full information upon so important an industry. There is, perhaps, no subject of such vital importance to either
state, that is so little understood. By some it is as greatly overestimated as it is underestimated by others. Many
who have never lived near the water, and who gain their information from the rose-colored pictures, drawn by
correspondents who see only the best features of the trade, imagine that an oyster-bed is a mine of wealth, from
which every oysterman may gather a liberal competence with but little labor, Nothing could be more erroneous.

“The present report must, at the best, be but the basis for a more elaborate and thorough scientific examination
of this subject. From the c¢haos in which I found the business, so far as regards statistical information, I have tried
to evolve some facts and figures which, by showing the importance of the trade, may cause a more careful study to
be made of the means to arrest the present depletion of the beds, and provide ways for increasing the natural
supply of oysters, Until this is done, it is almost useless to hope for wiser laws than those now in existence, many
of which are not worth the paper upon which they are written. There are so many widely-differing interests,
each seeking, through its representatives in the state legislatures, to have such laws enacted as will protect its
own particular branch of the trade, regardless of what may be desired or needed by other branches, that it is
utterly useless to expect to please all. Politicians, however, dependent upon the votes of the unlearned as well as

. the Iearned, must seek by all means to please their constituents, however unwise may be their desires. The

carrying out of this doctrine results in a conflict of opinion among legislators, and no one being willing to relinguish
his own pet theories, much time is wasted in useless discussions; and, at last, when a bill is proposed, it is subjected
to 80 many amendments that, when finally passed, it would scarcely be recognized by its originator. In this way
the laws Doth of Virginia and Maryland, bearing upon the oyster-trade, are often worse than useless; and, if by
chance @ law should be good, the means of enforcing it, and the penalties for violating it, will be so inadequate
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